The York College Senate
Meeting of
Tuesday, April 23, 2013
Senate Plenary                                            Room 2M04
 
Present
Administrative Senators:
Keizs, Davidson, Griffith, Thomas, Walker-Johnson
Faculty Senators:
Agin, Ashton, Auriemma, Barnes, Belle, Bercovitz, Carta-Gerardino, Chanel, Coleman, Corkery, Fearnley, Gerena, Ghelli, Gonzalez, Graffeo, Grosskopf, Levey, Marion, Massimino, Mawyer, McGee, Neale, Popp, Rooney, Saad, Sharpe, Urban
Student Senators:
Amin, Antoine, Atchiba, Hernandez, Jackson, Littleton, Ojo, Salima, Williams
Excused:
Rivera-Maestre, Simon
Guests:
E. Davidson, W. Dinello, S. Letteney, W. Forrester, S. Williams, J. Lavin, R. Wright, L. Matthews, T. Kirk, F. Salek, O. Oladipo, L. Barley, R. Harper, O. Dais

I. Call to Order
President Keizs announced that there will be a special Senate meeting on May 21 at 12:30pm so we can vote on the Charter. She called the meeting to order at 12:55 pm when quorum was reached. 

II. Approval of Minutes
The Senate Plenary Minutes of March 19, 2013 were approved unanimously. Moved by Barnes and seconded.

III. Committee on Instruction Report
Dr. Timothy Kirk reported for the Instruction Committee. Last year the committee redesigned York’s evaluation tools and this year they worked to get that tool rolled out by the end of Fall 2013. They are now discussing peer observation, which is not grounded in research literature and can be improved. The committee will need to work with PSC-CUNY and CETL to improve the process. 

IV. President’s Report
President Keizs asked the Provost to speak. Provost Griffith encouraged all full-time and part-time faculty to attend proper CUNYfirst training. He said he expects to hear good news about the Social Work department’s accreditation visit. And lastly, he applauded faculty for a successful undergraduate research day. 

V. Faculty Caucus Report
Rooney thanked everyone for their support during her absence this semester. 

A. She received a brief report from the Elections Committee, whose representative could not attend today’s Senate meeting. Student elections are up and running—online and in person. Some faculty, especially Dr. David Ajuluchukwu, went above and beyond to make the elections happen this year. 
B. Rooney next noted attendance issues for students and spoke about faculty and student parity in the Charter. She also expressed concern that curriculum has taken over Senate this year, and said that most people could not have examined the 576 page packet under consideration for today. 
C. Rooney also reported that she met with Council of Academic Chairs (COAC) last week and they agreed about wanting more communication between committees. For example, if representatives from the Curriculum Committee shared meeting discussions with Senators, it could streamline the discussions in Caucus and Senate. 
D. Last, Rooney noted that York representatives who recently attended a UFS workshop on the CUNY budget determined that York's faculty have very little say in the budget-making process. The Faculty Caucus reiterated its request to have more say in the budget distribution planning process. President Keizs thanked Rooney for her remarks and said there is a role for faculty governance at least twice a year when the governance leader and PSC representative attend a P&B meeting. 

VI. Student Caucus Report
A SGA representative said voting started this Sunday and, according to the Election Committee, is going well. She encouraged students to vote.

VII. Curriculum Committee Report
Dr. Weber-Zion gave the Curriculum Committee Report. 
A. Health Professions: Revised Major Designs: Health Science - to meet CUNY’s Pathways Initiative, update Chemistry course number changes, and fulfilling recommendations set forth by CUNY’s Office of Academic Affairs. Physician Assistant Studies - update the program to reflect course number changes in Chemistry – number of credits remain the same. New Course Proposal: HPHS 303 - Nursing Home Administration course. Course Change Proposals: HPHS 201, 402 - adjustment in number of credits and hours. Revised Major Design: Generic Baccalaureate degree in Nursing and the RN-BS in Nursing reflects changes in Gen Ed courses and the split in CHEM courses to lecture and lab. Course Change Proposals: NURS 101, 314 seek to be offered as online courses. Moved by Rooney and seconded. Discussion followed. Internships are each 4 credits and must be taken during different semesters. Faculty Caucus discussed this proposal extensively and agreed with GPA minimum. Passed unanimously.
B. Earth and Physical Sciences: Revised major design: revisions to the Physics major reflects the splitting of CHEM and Physics courses to lecture and lab. Total number of credits remains the same. Course deletion: PHYS 151 and 152. Moved by Bercovitz and seconded. Passed unanimously.
C. History and Philosophy: Course Change Proposals: CLDV 201, 202, 203. Change in course pre-requisite to include CLDV 100 as alternate to CLDV 101 and making ENG 125 as a pre-req rather than co-req. Course change to PHIL 202 reflects the removal of field work hours which have been streamlined and concentrated in Teacher Education methods courses. This course is cross-listed with SOC 202. Moved by Urban and seconded. Passed unanimously.
D. Social Sciences: Course Change Proposals: SOC 202 reflects the removal of filed work hours which have been streamlined and concentrated in Teacher Education methods courses. This course is cross-listed with PHIL 202. SOC 101 seeks to be offered as an online course. Moved by Mawyer and seconded. Passed unanimously.
E. Business and Economics: Revised major design: Business Administration: adding a new track – International Business (39 credits) a multidisciplinary with the Foreign Language Dept (15 credits courses in French & Spanish). Course Change Proposals: BUS 301, 302, 349, 481, ECON 102, 103, 311 - seek to be offered as online courses. Moved by Bercovitz and seconded. Discussion followed. President noted that she really liked this interdisciplinary proposal. Passed unanimously.
F. HPEGSS: New Course Proposal: PE 361 combining two courses with overlapping material, Course Change Proposal: PE 139 – change in curse number to be PE 152, and change in pre-requisite. Revised Major Design: Movement Science - necessary modifications resulting from changes in the general education, PE 150 part of the major requirements, inclusion of the new course PE 361, and new elective options from Political Science. Total number of credits changed from 49 to 48. PE pre-K-12 - Movement Science - necessary modifications resulting from changes in the general education, PE 150 part of the major requirements additional skills course options and PE 139 as it changed to PE 152, and the new course PE 361. Reflect the education courses revision. Total number of credits remains the same (73). Moved by Mawyer and seconded. Passed unanimously.
G. English: Revised Major Design: Journalism - reflects a change made to the title of English 270 to be consistent with the Bulletin. Revised Minor Design: Journalism - eliminate 400 level courses (fieldwork courses) from consideration. Course Change Proposals: ENG 240 – change in title and course description, ENG 373 – to be offered as an online course. Moved by Bercovitz and seconded. Passed unanimously.
H. Foreign Language: New Course Proposals – HUM 240, 245 (both course as F-2-F & online), ITL 210, Course Change Proposals: HUM 101, 219, 253 – to be permanently WI courses, HUM 221, 350 to be online courses. Moved by Urban and seconded. Discussion followed. Every section of this course will be WI. Passed unanimously.
I. Biology: Course Change Proposals: BIO 444 - remove corequisites of Bio 444 and keep Bio 301, BIOTECH 352 - to replace prerequisites of non-existing Biotech courses with Bio 301. Moved by Carta-Gerardino and seconded. Discussion followed. The wording should remove corequisite and keep prerequisite. Passed unanimously.
J. Behavioral Sciences: Course Change Proposals: POL 210, 211, 212, 214, 221, 226, 228, 230, 231, 241, 250, 251, 252, 256, 257, 258, 259, 269, 271, 273, 275, 280, 285, 305, 306, 310, 311, 312, 320, 322, 323, 329, 330, 332, 340, 346, 352, 364, 366, 367, 373, 375, 385, 386, 387, 393, 394, 395, 396, 397, 425, 444, 453, 480, 490, 491, 492, 493, 494 - restructured its prerequisite requirements to: allow Political Science majors to move toward graduation in timely manner, and, allow students not majoring in Political Science to take courses beneficial to their academic development. New Course Proposal – POL 251 Caribbean Politics. Moved by Graffeo and seconded. Discussion followed. Sharpe put forward an amendment to change POL 251 to POL 253 and it was seconded. The course is designed to move forward graduation by removing prerequisites that have not been offered in years. The amended proposal passed unanimously.
K. Old Business: TA 301 - This course had been tabled because it was missing WI statement. The paperwork has now been corrected. Moved by Corkery and seconded. Passed unanimously.

VIII. Charter Review Committee Resolution 
Dr. Linda Barley read the ad hoc committee on Charter Review's resolution for amending the Charter, which is below. The resolution was moved by Marion and seconded.
 
The ad hoc committee on Charter Review convened in spring 2010 by the Chairperson of the Senate, hereby reports to and recommends the following to the York College Senate:

Whereas, 	York College last successfully revised its Charter on June 23, 1986; 
Whereas,	The York College Senate Charter affirms its compliance with the New York State Open 
Meetings Law;
Whereas,	York College’s Middle States Accreditation Self-Study Response recommended a timely review of the Senate Charter; and   
Whereas, 	York College established three schools, the School of Arts and Sciences, the School of Business and Information Systems, the School of Health and Behavioral Sciences, effective July 1, 2009,

Therefore, be it resolved that the
1. York College Charter shall be amended as presented herein:
2. Be it further resolved that enactment shall follow immediately upon approval of The City University of New York Board of Trustees.  


The full Charter is on the President’s Office section of the York College webpage, under “Initiatives” (http://www.york.cuny.edu/president/initiatives/charter-review/charter-review-recommendations-apr-23-13/view). 
A. Barley commented that the Charter Review Committee has been working hard over the last three years and acknowledged all faculty, staff, and students who reached out to the committee and shared comments. She thanked everyone for their patience.
B. President Keizs said this Charter revision came about after the Middle States self study. She thanked the Charter Review Committee for their hard work and members of the college community for their input.
C. Corkery suggested any amendments to the Charter be put in writing before the May 22 vote. President Keizs said her office will draft an amendment form and requested all written amendments by May 14. Rooney will request a closed ballot on May 22. Faculty Caucus and Student Caucus leaders will make sure the amendments put forward meet Senate requirements.

IX. New Business
None.

X. Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 1:54 pm.
 
Respectfully submitted,
Sandra G. Urban

