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The York College Senate Meeting
of
Tuesday, September 27, 2012
Senate Plenary Meeting                                                             Room 2M04 Minutes of Meeting

Present
Administrative Senators: 

Keizs, Davidson, Griffith, Thomas  
Faculty Senators: 

Agin, Ahsan, Ashton, Auriemma, Barnes, Carta-Gerardino, Chang, Corkery, Donohue, Gerena, Ghelli, Gonzalez, Graffeo, Grosskopf, Marion, Mawyer, Popp, Rivera-Maestre, Rooney, Saad, Simon, Urban 

Student Senators: 
Amin, Antoine, Atchiba, Bah, Dechuna, Fariha, Gazi, Md. Raisul Islam, Jackson, Littleton, Locke, Musid, Ojo, Persad, Ramkishun, Salima
Guests: 
S. Williams, F. Fernandez-Salek, G. Werber-Zion, J. Francois, D. Swoboda, P. Meleties, D. Chirico, L. Grasso, H. Robinson, O. Dais, 

Excused: 
Levey, Walker-Johnson, Dyer, Hux
Item 1: Call to Order 
President Keizs called the meeting to order at 12:44 pm. 

Item #2: Approval of Minutes

The Senate Plenary minutes from May 15, 2012 were approved unanimously. 
Item #3: Introductions

All Senators introduced themselves and President Keizs acknowledged the service of last year’s Senate officers and the leadership of this year’s: Professor Theresa Rooney of the Faculty Caucus and Ms. Shirley Jackson of the Student Caucus.
Item #4: Election of Officers 
The Senate elected officers for the 2012-2013 Senate by acclamation: Results: Professor Mawyer was elected Vice Chair (moved by Professor Rooney), Professor Urban was elected Secretary (moved by Professor Mawyer), and Professor Corkery was elected Parliamentarian (moved by Professor Agin). 

Item #5: President’s Report 

President Keizs thanked Convocation Professor Sonia Rivera-Valdes. She noted that so far this academic year, Student Government representatives have been attending meetings, which is good for conducting the business of the College. President Keizs welcomed our small cohort of new faculty. She also mentioned the visit of Major General Jefforey A. Smith of the ROTC, who visited CUNY, CCNY, and York to launch a new program. She then gave the floor to VP Thomas.
VP Thomas reported on the state of our budget. He said that we received our budget allocation early this summer; funding support and the required financial plan did not come as a surprise, but arrived amidst a hiring freeze. York submitted a financial plan but was asked to reconfigure it when CUNY decided it would absorb the full cost of the settlement agreement between the City and Laborers Union.  We received $1.6 million for Compact funding this year. Compact funding is a way that CUNY provides additional funds for certain activities.  Compact mission includes: academic excellence; maintain systems; expand access; remain responsive to our urban setting. Our plan funds 12 new full-time positions: eight faculty positions, one advisement position, two counseling positions, and one public safety position. Additional funds have been added to our adjunct budget and to CUNYfirst. More funds are earmarked for facilities upgrade, including bathrooms. A major change in budget management this year is that colleges are now required to manage their own energy budget. CUNY added $3.5 million to the budget (4 or 5 year average cost) for this purpose—if we spend less than that, we keep the money. If the College spends more than $3.5 million on energy, we have to fund it ourselves.

Item #6: Faculty Caucus Report
Professor Rooney was happy to report that the Faculty Caucus had elections to fill Senate standing committee seats. We had a full slate of people running. Here are the results:
-Admissions Committee: Anamika Dasgupta (Library)

-Academic Standards: Taye Teffera (Accounting & Business) and Dorothy Staub  

 (Foreign Languages, Humanities & ESL)
-Campus Environment: Samuel Ghelli (Foreign Languages, Humanities & ESL)
-Elections: Tom Zlabinger (Fine and Performing Arts), Zohra Saad (Department of 
  Foreign Languages, Humanities & ESL), Abiola Oladipo  (Biology), Bill Hughes (English), Brian 
  Yeung (Accounting and Business), and Robin Harper (Political Science)
-Instruction: Carly Gieseler (Performing & Fine Arts) and John-Thones Amenyo (Math & CS)
Professor Rooney introduced the Officers of the Faculty Caucus: Theresa Rooney was elected Chair, Bill Ashton was elected Vice Chair, and Lidia Gonzalez was elected Secretary. The Faculty Caucus will soon hold more elections for ad-hoc committees.
Item #7: Student Caucus Report 

Ms. Jackson reported on Project ER (Engage and Retain), which aims to get students involved at York. So far students have shown momentum in this effort by appearing at meetings, and Ms. Jackson asked that faculty continue to keep working with the students. October 18th is York’s first ever Student Government Pep Rally (a town hall meeting in disguise). She’s hoping that students being engaged will increase ownership, GPA, pride, and self-esteem and make students more visible on campus. This year, extra students (alternates) are assigned to each college committee to help insure quorum.  
Item #8: Committee Reports 
Professor Galila Werber-Zion, the chair of the Curriculum Committee, reported on three items.

Foreign Languages submitted a Course Change Proposal. This would change the course from 4 credits/4 hours to 3 credits/4 hours (lab). The item was moved by Professor Barnes and seconded. The course change proposal was passed with 2 abstentions.
Earth and Physical Sciences submitted proposals for New Minor; New Minor Design; Course Change Proposal-PHYS 241, 351, 383, 441, 442, 491, 492, 493. The new minor is based on existing courses and the course change proposal changes the prerequisites. The item was moved by Professor Marion and seconded. This package was approved unanimously. 
Pathways General Education Proposal was introduced as an informational item by Dr. Werber-Zion, Drs. Chirico and Swoboda (Co-Chairs of the College’s Pathways Committee).  As a result of the discussion, Senators were invited to attend the Pathways Committee Meeting scheduled for October 4th at 11:00 am. 
Item #9: Old Business 

Professor Mawyer announced that the faculty approved the June 2012 graduation list.

Item #10: New Business 

President Keizs took a moment to remember Dr. Michael Flynn, a member of the College community who died recently.  His funeral service is tomorrow at 10am. The department will be holding a memorial service in the near future.

President Keizs charged the following Standing Committees and asked the individuals named to convene the first meeting: Admissions Committee (Laura Beaton), Committee on Campus Environment (Jim Papa), Elections Committee (Bill Hughes), and the Instruction Committee (Tim Kirk).
Meeting adjourned at 1:51pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Professor Sandra G. Urban
