
The York College Senate Meeting

of

Tuesday, May 15, 2012

Senate Plenary Meeting, Room 2M04                                                                         Minutes of Meeting
Present

Administrative Senators:
Keizs, Davidson, Thomas, Walker-Johnson
Faculty Senators:
Agin, Amenyo, Auriemma, Bahri, Belle, Bercovitz, Barnes, Bharosay, Chang, Coleman, Corkery, Dasgupta, Ghelli, Grosskopf, Hux, Keleher, Levey, Majerovitz, Marion, Mawyer, McGee, Popp, Ruttenberg, Sharpe, Shearin-Patterson, Simon
Student Senators:
James, Metallinos, Ojo, 
Guests:
J. Lavin, S. Letteney, S. Bisla, D. Robie, T. Rooney, H. Henke
Item # 1: Call to Order

The Senate Plenary Meeting began at 12:50 pm and was called to order by President Keizs. The meeting was informational until 1:20 pm when there was a quorum. Minutes from the April 24, Technician with Clinical Laboratory Science. 
Item# 2: Faculty Caucus Report

Prof. Mawyer asked how Compact money is spent. This is because the Chancellor has painted a rosy picture but York College reported the situation is bleak.

In response, VP Thomas mentioned that the Maintenance of Effort program that says the university should be funded no lower than the current fiscal year and increased enrollment brought in more money. The size of the projected deficit matters. The College does not have any money in reserve and the college does not know what Compact money will be allocated to York. The Compact money will be spent on hiring full-time personnel. Current deficit is $700,000. Out of $1million, $700,000 is spent. York College cannot have reserve because we spend it on closing the deficit. Next year the situation will be better. 
Item# 3: Student Caucus Report

Student Government is planning to organize a Scholarship Awareness Day, no date set yet.

Senior Ball will be held on May 30, 2012. Students will have to pay $20 per person and Faculty/ Guest will have to pay $50 per person to attend the Ball.  After April 30, cost will be $30 per person for students.

Item# 4: Curriculum Committee Report

Prof. Letteney presented the Curriculum Committee report. Prof. Letteney’s term as the Chair of the Curriculum Committee will end at the end of Spring 2012. President Keizs thanked Prof. Letteney for her years of service as the Chairperson of the committee. 
English 

New Course proposal for JOUR 498 was reviewed and passed by the Senate. Course Change proposal for JOUR 388 was reviewed and passed. 
Health Professions/ Nursing
A New Program for Dual Enrollment QCC was proposed, reviewed, and passed by the Senate. New Course proposal for NURS 302 was reviewed and passed by the Senate.

Chemistry
Revised Major Design was proposed along with New Course proposal and a Course Deletion. Proposals were reviewed and passed by the Senate. Prof. Robie mentioned that the proposal would make transition easier for students who transfer to York College. The total number of credits will remain the same; contents of the courses will remain the same, they are just split. Prof. Chang said that Introduction to Chemistry classes do not have great passing. These are gateway courses to many other disciplines. Chemistry department would like to defer this until other departments modify their courses so that they are not affected by Chem 101, 102, and 105.
Foreign Languages
A course change is proposed for Italian 102, Italian 105, and Humanities 221 to make them permanently hybrid. The Course Change proposals were passed by the Senate. 
Item# 5: Library Committee Report
Prof. Metcalf reported problems with having a quorum during Library Committee meetings. To resolve this problem, a motion was placed that two faculty members from every department will be elected to be on the Library Committee. This motion was unanimously accepted and was sent to Prof. Linda Barley. 

A resolution was written and passed by the Library Committee for lobbying against Representative Maloney regarding her sponsoring H.R. 3699, the “Research Works Act. The bill was eventually dissolved. However, there was a debate whether Library Committee as a Standing Committee of the Senate is allowed to send such a letter to the local representative. In response, Prof. Ruttenberg said that Library Committee should not make such decisions. They should present it to the Senate first. 
Prof. Metcalf reported that students constantly complain that the library is loud and they cannot study. 

President Keizs said it is important that librarians are addressed as faculty not staff and it should be clear that Representative Maloney did not come to York College. 

Item# 5: Environment Committee Report

Prof. Shearin-Patterson was elected as the chairperson of the Environment Committee. May 14, 2012 was the first meeting that had a quorum. Prof. Shearin-Patterson  reported that the committee raised concerns regarding cleanliness of bathrooms, security not checking badges, and informing the college community about different security staff. The committee also raised issues regarding escalators not working at night. The committee suggested that the new bathrooms should have a drainage in the middle of the bathroom, so that janitorial staff can wash down walls of the bathrooms without causing any flood.
Meeting adjourned at 1:50pm.

Respectfully submitted, 

Prof. Anamika Dasgupta
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