The York College Senate Meeting

of

Tuesday, November 30, 2010
Senate Plenary Meeting, Room 2M04




Minutes of Meeting

Present


Administrative Senators: 

Davidson, Griffith, Posman 
Faculty Senators:

Agin, Avi-Itzhak, Berg Barnes, Bahri, Bharosay, Bisla, Carrese, Chang, Coleman, Fernández-Salek, Flynn, Girardi, Hux, Keleher, Khandaker, Levey, Mangru, Marks, Oglensky, Sadighian, Schachter, Shearin-Patterson, Urban
Student Senators:

Ahmed, Alam, Edwards, Geffard, Hasan, Jara Henry, Jarelle Henry, Mohammed Islam, Mursheda Islam,

Tamjida Islam,  Jahan, Malik, Muyeed, Nurse, Rahman, Rajaram, Rakib, Toussaint, Van Ness
Guests: 
L. Barley, S. Letteney, T. Marion, P. Meleties
Excused: Piña-Fonti, Pritchard 
Item 1:  Call to Order

The Senate Plenary Meeting was called to order at 12:40pm by Provost Griffith who introduced Senate 
Vice-Chair, Ms. Angelica Toussaint, who presided over the meeting in the absence of President Keizs.  
Item 2. Approval Minutes: October 26, 2010
The first agenda item involved reviewing the minutes of October 26, 2010. These were then approved by acclamation with no corrections.
Item 3. President’s Report
Part I. This was provided by Provost Griffith who handed out copies of the November Issue of the Academic Affairs Newsletter to all attendees. He encouraged attendance at the final Provost Series Lecture for fall, 2010, Thursday Dec. 2, 2010. Provost Griffith also urged Faculty to submit proposals for the Spring series of Provost Lectures which could be done electronically. Finally, he invited Faculty and others you share their successes with alumni and others.
Part II. Vice-President Posman delivered a talk on the current budget crisis and described York College’s budget needs and proposed financial plan for the 2010-2011 first quarter. He handed out two resources: one from the CUNY Website and another from Crane’s Business Publication. Using powerpoint slides, Vice-President Posman described a plan to overcome a $ 4.6 million budget gap that involves reducing numbers or hours of selected personnel such as non-teaching adjuncts, by early retirement options, and by an across the board increase in the fee structure for students. Although most of the $4.6 million dollar gap ($ 2.8 million for Faculty-related costs; plus $ 1.8 million in additional overhead costs) can be narrowed by these and other related measures such as cutting substitute teaching positions, and making more use of higher class sizes, he stated York College needed a plan to secure $ 500,000 for safety net purposes, since tuition monies cannot be guaranteed. He also said the situation is changing everyday, but a shortfall is still likely to prevail.
Item 4: Student Caucus Report
Student leaders reported they had a successful annual dinner November 20, 2010. They have plans for a senior ball in place and they reported the scholarship and needs goals they wish to achieve are still in process.

Item 5: Faculty Caucus Report
Reporting on behalf of Chairman, Professor Farley Mawyer, and Tim Marion briefly mentioned the concern raised by some Caucus members of the inconvenience of having both a web-based and an e-mail based break down of services over the Thanksgiving period. Some earlier warning of this was indicated as a possible solution to avert future problems. Professor Agin noted that in addition to faculty inconvenience, student work, especially library usage had also been disrupted, at this crucial time in the semester.
Item 5. Standing Committee Reports

A. Curriculum Committee 
Professor Letteney introduced her proposals by saying the Gen. Ed. Committee had met on November 2, and one proposal was withdrawn, namely the History and Philosophy Proposal, PHIL 308. 

The following item was briefly discussed and passed with acclimation.

1. African American Studies – New Course Proposal: AAS 490
B. Committee on Academic Standards
Professor Barley discussed the successful resolution of more than 700 petitions covering the periods July-November 16, 2010. She stated the category ‘hold’ has been eliminated and a new form drafted.
She also stated there is now clear information on the Web, and listed the types of petitions that have been submitted in the past. Provost Griffith thanked the committee. In turn, Professor Barley thanked Professor Bob Baer for his support and helpful assistance.

Item 6. Old Business 
A query arose in regards when the next Senate meeting is to be held. No decision was reached.
Item 7.  New Business
None

Meeting adjourned at 1.35pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Ray Marks, EdD
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