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Minutes of Meeting

Present


Administrative Senators: 

Keizs, Griffith, Jones, Posman, Davidson 
Faculty Senators:

Adams, Avi-Itzhak, Baron, Berg Barnes, Bisla, Bharosay, Carrese, Corkery, Davidson, Escamilla, Hux, Khandaker, Levey, Marks, Mawyer, Mangru, Pina-Fonti, Rooney, Sadighian, Salek, Schachter, Sunmonu, Urban, D. Zhang
Student Senators:

Dyer, Kouakou, Rajaram, Toussaint, Valerius, Weston
Guests: 
S.Sheidlower, S. Ghelli, J. Keleher, W. Dinello, S. Letteney
Excused: Agin, Mahon
Item 1:  Call to Order and Approval of Minutes
The Senate Plenary Meeting was called to order by President Keizs at 12:35pm. President Keizs stated we

would be changing order of the proposed agenda, and would start with a report by Vice President Jerald Posman.

VP Posman went on to give a very comprehensive talk on the state of the University and York budget as well as the State budget. He said there is uncertainty and the future is unclear. He described the total budget for Senior Colleges and how this was distributed. He specifically spoke about York College and how staff are allocated. He discussed the projected hiring plan and explained what is needed in terms of dollars. He described several ways that the budget cuts from the state could be overcome to some degree in 2011 if necessary, such as increasing enrollment, tuition increases, and reduced adjunct lines and temporary services. He said as we go along there might be new information and strategies such as early retirement and unpaid leave proposed. After some discussion, Provost Griffith commented on the current pursuit of full-time faculty.  He noted that the continued hiring of future faculty is critical despite the uncertainties, in light of the fact that some departments are making considerable use of adjuncts.
President Keizs then continued and copies of the minutes of the previous Senate Meeting April 27 had been distributed via e-mail and were accepted unanimously as written. 
Item 2. Student Caucus Report

None.

Item 3. Faculty Caucus Report

None

Since there were no other Senate or Caucus reports, President Keizs called on Professor Barley to  

present the first committee report.

Item 4. Standing Committee Reports
A. Committee on Academic Standards

Professor Barley provided a report and resolution recommended by the committee.  This is the result of an extended period of research to grant amnesty to transfer students admitted with academic deficits that could not be overcome prior to fall 2007. This was supported by the Senate with 3 abstentions. Professor Barley conveyed her thanks to the committee for their considerable efforts. She listed the number of present petitions, which totaled 1100. Dr. Barley said, “In the future this problem will not arise she said, as a result of the efforts of this committee.”
B. Admissions Committee 

Professor Keleher and Ms. Warmsley reported on 2 years of work that have led to 3 actions. These plus their criteria were presented in a slide show and discussed. The proposed policy increases the GPA requirement from 2.0-2.25. It would take effect in 2011. The Senate accepted the report, but the actual resolution was not voted on as Professor Rooney noted that this committee reports directly to President Keizs.
C. Curriculum Committee 
Professor Letteney introduced 8 proposals:
1. Biotechnology: Revised Major Design; Revised Minor Design; New Course; Course Change Proposal; Course Deletion
2. Biology: Revised Major design: Revised Minor Design; New Course

3. Resolution for Letter of Intent for QCC/YC Joint Degree Program in Biotechnology
4. Foreign Language Department New Spanish Course and Change in Course Proposals

5. World Literature: New Course Proposal

6. Humanities: New Course Proposal; Course Change Proposal; Course Deletion

7. Theatre Arts: New Course Proposal.

8. Business Administration: Revised Major Design; New course Proposal; Course Change Proposal.

All the proposals and related items were duly discussed, voted on, and approved by majority vote.

D. Environmental Committee

Professor Davidson and Ms. Rajaram provided a written and verbal report regarding several items: Restrooms, artwork, Cardinal Walkway, technology, public safety, smoking, food options, classroom furniture. Some progress was reported, but in all areas future work is indicated to help this committee to move forwards in all these spheres
      This report was duly accepted by the entire body.
Item 5. Old Business 
None.
Item 6. New Business
None
Meeting adjourned at 1:50pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Ray Marks, EdD
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