
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

York College Litt~e Theatre 
94-45 Guy R. Brewer Blvd. 
Jamaica, NY 11 451 

YORK COLLEGE IS [~I 

October 21 at 4pm 
October 22 at 8pm 
October 23 at 3pm 
October 2 5 at 12 noon 
October 2 7 at 12 noon 

~ Follow us on Fmbook 
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which wwas directed by Tomm Marion. This is Linddsay’s first time in aa play that deals 
strictly with improv. “I am terrified to death off Improv,” says Linddsay. “I’ve been 
acting for a few years noow and I’ve alwayss had problems wheen it comes to 
improvisation. When I saw the chance to audition for SlapDASH, I figured that this 
play woould give me a great opportunity to work on my spontaneity aas a performer. I 
want too be a well-rounded, and versatile actor.” 
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SEBRENNA MASON is an upper senior, map joring in Speech 
Communnication/ Theatre Artss. This is her fifth peerformance 
with the YYork College Theatree. Her past productioons include 
Yo Soy LLatina, Scapin, All Inn The Timing and Fame. Even 
with just four productions at YYork, Sebrena is no stranger to 
the stagee. She has been inn many productions outside of 
York, witth a theatre companny in the city. Since the age of 
two, Sebbrena has been a c lassically trained ballerina anda
has a lovve for music and thee arts as well as thee sciences. 
She planns to have her own dance school and ccompany in 
the futurre and is looking f oorward to teaching those who 
share thee same love for dance and the arts as shc e does. She hopes to go far in showo 
businesss with her acting and dancin g skills, and will not give up her love for science 
as well. 
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DIRECTOR’S NOTES 
I want to first and foremost thank each and every one of you for your 

attendance at tonight’s production. I hope that you are all ready to laugh, and 
perhaps participate, but most of all, be entertained. This show started off as 
an idea (as most do), tossed around after years of improv warm-ups, class 
improve exercises and my work with the Second City improv group in both 
Detroit and Toronto. Over the years, this idea has transformed into the 
production that you see tonight. 

As we embark on our first totally improvised show, I'm pleased to say we 
have more ideas than ever stemming from months of rehearsals, a brimming 
talent pool and the energy of newly discovered spontaneity. It has been my 
pleasure to guide this group of wonderful actors and watch interested 
students become dedicated pre-professionals in the craft. And I'm sure it's a 
sign of good things to come. 

Improvisation has gained popular momentum over the past seven years 
thanks to improv comics like Drew Carey and the cast of Whose Line Is It 
Anyway?; however, long and short-form improv have been with us for 
decades. Our work at York is unique in that the designers, director, 
technicians, musicians and actors all work together to create a theatrical 
product that is both spontaneous and satisfying. Our aim is to explore the 
outer limits of that ephemeral terrain called "theatresports." 

This show follows the same premise as Whose Line Is It Anyway? or the 
more recent Improvaganza in which a variety of theatre games are used to 
showcase the improv talent of the actors.  What is wonderful about a 
performance such as SlapDASH is that every show is completely different in 
both its nature and subject.  The actors are forced to come up with lines and 
scenes on the spot and adjust to audience interaction and suggestion.  All the 
actors are versed in the fifty-plus games when it comes to their general 
structure.  However, the games and ideas for each performance are 
completely unknown to the performers until the moment they are revealed 
during the course of the evening’s performance. 

SlapSADH is the result of numerous talents and energies co-creating to 
make an amazing collaborative production. One of the lines from our show, 
“spontaneously compete to act out hilarious, unscripted scenes”, is a perfect 
description of how this show came into being, with each person adding their 
own bit to the overall whole. So sit back, relax, allow yourselves to laugh and 
believe in the power of improv. Now don't get squeamish…grab your partner's 
hand, and scream away. We'll be doing the same thing. Glad you're here! 

~Timothy J. Amrhein 
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A SHHORT HISTORRY of IMPROV ISATIONAL THHEATRE 

Immprovisational theattre is as old as timme. It pre-dates the invention of 
writing , since long beforee we started writingg scripts we were teelling stories 
by acting them out. 

Ovver the centuries, there have been many different impprovisational 
styles. The most direct ancestor of mod ern improvisationaal theatre is 
probabbly the Commedia Dell'Arte, which wwas popular throughhout Europe 
for almmost 200 starting in the mid-1500's. Troupes of perforrmers would 
travel ffrom town to town , presenting showss in the public squ ares and on 
makesshift stages. They wwould improvise alll of their own dialo gue within a 
framewwork provided by a set "scenario". After the Commeddia died off, 
improvv theatre faded into obscurity uuntil it was sepaarately and 
spontaaneously re-inventeed by two people wwho have shaped thhe craft as it 
exists ttoday -- Keith Johnnstone and Viola Sppolin. 

Keeith Johnstone starrted formulating hiss theories about c reativity and 
spontaaneity while growin g up in England, aand later brought them into his h 
teachinng at the University of Calgary. He felt that theatre hhad become 
pretenttious, which is w hy the average mman in the street didn't even 
consider attending it. Johhnstone wanted to bbring theatre to thee people who 
went to sporting and boxing matchess, the same audd ience that 
Shakesspeare had written for in his day. 

J
oohnstone decided thhat one approach wwould be to combinne elements 

of bothh theatre and sportss, to form a hybrid ccalled Theatresports. Thet 
trappinngs of team sports wwere adapted to th e improvisational thheatre 
teams would compete forr points awarded byy judges, audiencess would be 
encourraged to cheer for ggood scenes and jeeer the judges ("kill the 

SPEEECH COMMUUNICATION/THHEATRE ARTSS MAJOR 

I. Requuired Speech Commmunication and Theatre Arts Courses (12 Credits) 

SSpeech Communicattion 182 - Voice and Diction (3 Credits) 

TTheatre Arts 210 - Hiistory of Theatre (3 CCredits) 

TTheatre Arts 211 - Baasic Acting (3 Creditss) 

SSpeech Communicattion 303 - Ethics & Thhe Freedom of Speecch (3 Credits) 

II. SSpeech Communicaation 490 (3 Credits))

 Independent Re
ssearch 

or 
TTheatre Arts 490 (33 Credits)

 Independent 

Research 

III. Speeech Communicatioon/Theatre Arts Elecctives  (15 Credits) 
SStudents must conceentrate in either Speeech Communication oor in Theatre 
AArts and complete at least twelve of their eighteen elective creedits in the 
CConcentration that shhe or he has declaredd. 
((A total of 15 credits oof SpeechComm/TA coursework must bee at the 300-
level or higher.) 

NOTE: Although Speech Commmunication students mmay take as much Theaatre Arts 
practicaa as they please, no moore than 6 credits of Thheatre Arts practica mayy be applied 
towardss the fulfillment of the SSpeech Communicationn Concentration; however, Theatre 
Arts stuudents may apply 9 credits of Theatre Arts Praactica towards the fulfillment of the 
Theatree Arts Concentration. Theatre Arts practica couurses currently include TA215-19.  

*All SppeechComm/TA majorss must take SPCH  1001 as a Prereq for completion of the 
Major. Majors in Speech Commmunication/Theatre AArts must fulfill their General Education 
Requireements in a discipline oother than their major.

 Join the YYORK COLLEGE TTHEATRE
 Facebook Group and keep up-to-date with 

all our prooductions and coursse offerings. 

VVisit us at http://wwww.facebook.com/ggroup.php?gid=328885090792 

http://wwww.facebook.com/ggroup.php?gid=328885090792


 
     

             
 

     
         

 
   

           
 

   
 

 
   

       
 

   
           

 
   

           
 

     
             

 
   

             
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Olga Dais, Esq. 
Executive Director of Compliance and Legal Affairs 

Michel A. Hodge 
Acting Assistant Vice‐President, Enrollment Management 

Barbara Manuel 
Acting Executive Director of Human Resources 

Sharon Davidson 
Registrar 

Linda Chesney 
Director for Career Services 

Earl Simons 
Director of Government and Community Relations 

Mondell Sealy 
Director of Development and Alumni Affairs 

Dr. Jean Phelps 
Director of Student Activities and Campus Programming 

Cynthia Murphy 
Executive Director of Adult and Continuing Education 

umpiree!"). Through Theatresports, Johnse ttone's ideas have gone on to 
influennce (directly or indirectly) almost everyy major improv gro up. 

BBack in the 1920's aand 1930's, a womaan named Viola Sp olin began to 
develoop a new approac h to the teaching of acting. It was bbased on the 
simplee and powerful ideea that children woould enjoy learningg the craft of 
acting  if it were presente d as a series of ga mes. 

SSpolin's son, Paul SSills, built on his moother's work and waas one of the 
drivingg forces of improvissational theatre ce ntered around the University of 
Chicaggo in the mid-195 0's. Along with people like Del Close e and David s
Shephherd, Sills created an ensemble of actors who developa ped a kind of 
"modeern Commedia" which would appeal too the average man in the street. 
As witth Theatresports annd the original Commmedia, the goal wwas to create 
theatree that was accessibble to everyone. 

The group that spraang from the workk of Sills, Shepherdd and Close, 
called The Compass, w aas extremely succeessful. It brought ppeople to the 
theatree who in many casses had never gonne before, and eventually led to 
the ddevelopment of a  company called Second City. TThrough The
Comppass and Second City, Spolin's Theatre Games havee  gone on to 
influennce an entire geneeration of improvisational performerss s and shows, 
such a 

/ 

as Saturday Night LLive, Mad TV and SSCTV. 

~http://www.improvcomedyy.org 



 
 

 

 
  

  
  

 
  

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
   
  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

       
 

 
       

               
  

     
               

 
 

     
         

 
     

    
 

     
           

 
     

                 
 

       
             

 
     

         
 

       
         

 
 

PRODUCTION & RUNNING CREW 

Scenic Designer…………………………... Timothy J. Amrhein 
Lighting Designer ……………………….... Daniel Winters 
Technical Director………………………… G. Lawrence Belcon 
Production Stage Manager………………      Jessica Morales 
Assistant Stage Manager………………… Sebrena Mason 
Assistant Director…………………………. Stephen Pink 

Gurdip Kaur 
Light Board Operator……………………… Kevin King Jr. 

Sound Board and Video Operator……….. Yashokamin Seunarine 

Box Office………………………….……….. Annakay Vaz
 Britney Dutes 

Front of House …………………………….. Hopeton Allen 
 Anthony Castro
 Britney Dutes 

Poster and Cover Design…………………. Timothy J. Amrhein 
David T. Jones  

Backstage Crew………………..………….. Randy Rampat 

Deck Crew………………..………………… Lamont Bowman 
Antenieka Burton 
Devon Lynch 
Sam Rossi 
Shadean Stephenson 
Richardo Valderrama 
Ina Weekes 
Lee Whitney 

YORK COLLEGE ADMINISTRATION 

Dr. Marcia V. Keizs 
President 

Dr. Ivelaw L. Griffith 
Provost and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs 

Ronald C. Thomas 
Dean for Administrative Affairs & Acting Chief Operating 

Officer 

Dr. Thomas Gibson 
Vice President for Student Development 

Dr. Holger Henke 
Assistant Provost 

Dr. Panayiotis Meleties 
Dean, School of Arts and Sciences 

Dr. Alfred Ntoko 
Dean of the School of Business and Information Systems 

Dr. Lynne W. Clark 
Dean, School of Health and Behavioral Sciences 

Dr. William Dinello 
Dean for the Executive Office 

Dr. Geneva M. Walker‐Johnson 
Vice President for Student Development 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

YORK COLLEGE PERFORMING AND FINE ARTS 
DEPARTMENT 

Timothy J. Amrhein – Chair 
Joycelyn Heywood - Administrative Assistant 

Angela Robinson  -CUNY Office Assistant 
Maria Goris – College Assistant 

COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY 
Asst. Prof. Smith (Coordinator) 

H.E.O Phelps 

FINE ARTS 
Asst. Prof. Gillespie (Coordinator) 

Assoc. Prof. Buxenbaum 
Prof. Simkin (Emeritus) 

MUSIC 
Lecturer Zlabinger (Interim Coordinator) 

Prof. Ernst 
Sr. CLT Dixon 

SPEECH COMMUNICATION 
Asst. Prof. Metcalf (Coordinator) 

Prof. Como 
Lecturer Corkery
Lecturer Gieseler 

THEATRE ARTS  
Assoc. Prof. Amrhein (Chair)

Asst. Prof. Marion (Coordinator) 
Prof. Nickolich (Emerita) 

CLT Belcon 
CLT Morales 

HOPETON ALLEN (House Manager) is 
currently a senior at York majoring in 
Psychology with a minor in Theatre 
Arts. In the future he aspires to be an 
Entertainment Lawyer. Hopeton is no 
stranger to the York stage. Some of his 
past performances include: Harlem 
Speakeasy, Speak Out, The Ex-
onerated and The Tempest. He has 
also directed two of the well know 
events on the York College campus: 
The Mr. & Ms. York College Pageant 
and the H.E.A.T. fashion show. The 
words he lives by are, “Unless a man 
undertakes more than he possibly can 
do, he will never do all that he can.” 

LAMONT BOWMAN (Backstage Crew) 
is a third year Art History major at York 
College. This is his first time working on 
a production and he is very excited to 
be working with the cast and crew of 
SlapDASH and Macbeth. In his spare 
time he likes to draw comic books and 
hopes to work as a comic book artist 
one day. He would like to thank Garth 
for spending his time to teach him how 
to use the shop equipment. 

ANTENIEKA BURTON (Backstage 
Crew) is a first year Social Work major 
at York CUNY. She is grateful for the 
opportunity to work with the cast and 
crew of SlapDASH in her very first  
production at York. For the past five 
years she has been very instrumental 
to her church’s drama and dance group 
ministry. She also plays outside hitter 
on York’s volleyball team. Antenieka is 
thankful to Garth for teaching her the 
fundamentals of working backstage, to 
the cast and crew who united so 
wonderfully to complete this task and to 

PRODUCTION CREW 

her family who has always been the 
support factor in her success. Let’s go 
Cardinals! Let’s Go! 

BRITNEY DUTES ( House Manager) 
is an upper senior who aspires to 
become a guidance counselor. She 
has worked on prior works with the 
Theatre Arts Discipline through the 
Drama Club. 

GURDIP KAUR (Assistant Director) is 
a senior majoring in Speech Com-
munication/Theatre Arts. She is very 
proud to have been part of York 
College because it is here that she 
discovered her interest in the Arts and 
Writing. She is a filmmaker of the 
future and strongly believes that such 
a tool will enable her to tell great 
stories to the world. 

KEVIN KING JR.
 (

Light Board 
Operator) is a graduating senior 
majoring in Political Science, with a 
minor in Theatre Arts. Kevin started at 
York College in 2007, when he 
worked on Treemonisha, by Scott 
Joplin, a joint production between his 
church (The Presbyterian Church of 
Saint Albans) and York College. Kevin 
has embraced his love for theatre 
while at York and has worked very 
closely backstage with Prof. Timothy 
Amrhein, Garth Belcon, Jessica 
Morales, Prof. Tom Marion, Prof. 
David Jones and Kwame Clarke. 
Some of his most recent shows are: 
Yo Soy Latina, The Tempest and 
Fame. Despite Kevin’s hectic life, he 
still manages to help out his mentor, 
Marlon Campbell, in any way that he  
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can with productions at the past performances include: FAME 
Presbyterian Church of Saint Albans, The Musical, The Red Shoes, West 
where they both faithfully attend under Side Story and All Shook Up. He will 
the direction of Dr. Rev Edward Davis. not stop pursuing his dreams until he 
Kevin would like to especially thank to has completed all his goals with his 
Prof. Amrhein for all of his help family and his friends at his side. Most 
throughout his years at York. It is importantly, God has always been 
because of fun, cool, understanding, there--the shoulder that will never 
down-to-earth professors such as Tim, disappear, to always lean on. 
that students can really look forward to 
attending classes at York (if you take RANDY RAMPAT (Backstage Crew) 
some theatre classes). is a sophomore at York College, 

CUNY. This is his first experience
DEVON LYNCH (Backstage Crew) is a working with the production crew of 
freshman at York College who wants to the Theatre Arts discipline. He is very 
major in Physical Education. When he anxious about using the power tools 
completes his education, Devon would and has learned many different 
like to return to his community and help techniques relating to backstage 
out as much as possible. Devon also production. While attending high 
plays for the York College basketball school, he participated in many plays 
team as point guard/ shooting guard and Broadway performances. He also 
position. In high school, Devon was has extensive experience working 
both a basketball player and in the with audio, lighting and effects 
school band. This is Devon’s first time technology. He has gained a love for 
working on a York College production. music and theatre during his high 
He loves the Theatre Arts class school years and wants it to be a part 
because he feels like he has a lot of of his life forever. Randy would like to 
support behind him. Devon would praise and thank Garth for being a 
personally like to thank Garth and dedicated educator and leader of the 
Allison for pushing him to succeed and backstage production crew.  
showing him that Theater Arts is a 
worthwhile craft. YASHOKAMINI SEUNARINE (Back-

stage Crew) is an upper senior at 
STEPHEN PINK (Assistant Director) is York College majoring in English. 
a sophomore at York. Mr. Pink has a She is actively involved in the Indo-
tremendous passion for singing and Caribbean Community Theater in 
dancing and has found nothing more Queens, where she volunteers in 
satisfying. He believes that he can various capacities from stagehand 
achieve the impossible because of his and audio-video operator to crewing 
talents. Though this is Stephen’s first live music. Yashokamini is an 
time as an Assistant Director, he is no accomplished tabla player, a rarity in 
stranger to the theatre. Some of his 
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She has performed on the York College 
Performing Arts Center's main stage, in 
Barbados, Canada and across the tri-
state area. Her crowning moment came 
when she performed in a drum-duet 
with Sivamani, the world famous 
percussionist from the Oscar-award 
winning music team of Slumdog 
Millionaire. 

SHADEAN STEPHENSON
 (

Back-
stage) is a senior at York College 
majoring in Speech Communication/ 
Theatre Arts. This would be her first 
college production and she eager to 
see the great accomplishment of the 
cast and crew members, who she finds 
to be very creative. Shadean would like 
to thank the cast and crew members 
of Slapdash and Macbeth for her most 
memorable experience of being a crew 
member. She would also like to thank 
Garth for her wonderful introduction to 
tools, because she doesn’t consider 
herself a handy person. With great 
gratitude, thanks for allowing her to be 
part of the York College productions. 

LEATRICE WHITNEY
 (

Backstage 
Crew) is currently a junior at York 
College majoring in Speech Com-
munication/Theatre Arts with a minor 
in Childhood Education. She wants to 
become an elementary school teacher. 
Her long-term goal is to pursue a 
career in educational community 
outreach and support. The Tempest, 
was Leatrice’s first time performing at 
York College, although she has been 
performing in dance recitals and 
theatrical productions since she was a 
toddler. She spent summers at Stage-

PRODUCTION CREW 

door Manor Performance Art Camp, 
participating in The Leader of the 
Pack and Jesus Christ Super-
star. Leatrice also enjoyed displaying 
her singing, dance and modeling 
talents while furthering her passion for 
horseback riding.  

ANNA-KAY VAZ-JOHNS (Box Office) 
is a lower senior at York majoring in 
Business Management. Her passion 
is doing hair but she enjoys listening 
to music, dancing and traveling. This 
is her fifth time participating in a 
production at York and she has come 
to enjoy both the performances 
onstage and the creativity backstage. 
She is hoping that this experience will 
build her confidence to bring her own 
creativity to the big screen in the 
future. 

INA WEEKES (Backstage Crew) is a 
third year Biology major at York. She 
was interested in taking theatre 
because she wanted to learn how to 
prepare for a show. She was always 
curious to see what you do backstage 
and is ecstatic to be working with her 
fellow cast and crew members for the 
first time on SlapDASH and Macbeth. 
Ms. Weekes also runs Cross Country 
and is involved in Track and Field at 
York. She would like to thank Garth 
for teaching her how to use the jig 
saw and all types of tools that can 
later become great assets when she 
is building. She is happy that she took 
this class and her fellow classmates 
are so nice and make her feel like she 
is part of one big family. 
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