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York College, City University of New York where he was the former Vice President of the Social
Workers, Empowering, Encouraging Together (S.W.E.E.T.) Club and active member of the
Male Initiative Program.
During his Doctoral Studies Durrell has won numerous awards and fellowships including a
Council of Social Work Education Minority Fellow, a American Society of Criminology Ruth D.
Peterson Fellow and Becoming the first person to ever be inducted as a fellow for the Society
for Social Work and Research ( A distinction Usually made for early and mid career faculty)
While Just a Student.

 

Faculty/Staff

Dr. Selena T Rodgers, Chairperson, Professor and
Founding Director, MSW Program at CUNY York College

Prof. Acanthus Fairley, Adjunct Assistant Professor
Dr. Dunia Garcia, Adjunct Assistant Professor

ssistant Professor

Talha Mohammad

Social Work has been essential to the City University of New York, York College since 1985. 
Housed within the School of Health Sciences and Professional Programs, the Department of Social 
Work offers undergraduate and graduate programs. Over the past decade, the Baccalaureate of 
Science in Social Work Program has consistently ranked among the top three (3) popular programs 
at York College based on degrees awarded. In 2022, the Council on Social Work Education 
(CSWE) Board of Accreditation (BOA) reaffirmed the baccalaureate social work program under 
the 2015 Educational Policy Accreditation Standards (EPAS) for eight (8) years with no 
conditions. Established in 2017, The Master of Social Work (MSW) Program at CUNY York 
College, is the first accredited graduate social work program in Queens County, New York, and 
was reaffirmed by the CSWE BOA under the 2022 EPAS, also with no conditions until 2033.

Keynote

Dr. Tawanna Saxton, DSW, M.Ed., LMSW, is a clinician and experienced program leader 
specializing in serious mental illness, dual diagnosis, and community-based behavioral health 
services. She currently works with the New York State Office of Mental Health, providing 
community clinical care and coordinating with multidisciplinary systems to support high-risk 
populations. Dr. Saxton’s professional background includes extensive leadership in residential 
and supportive housing programs, where she directed multi-site operations, supervised large 
teams, and implemented recovery-oriented models of care. Her academic training includes a 
Doctor of Social Work from Long Island University, a Master of Social Work from Stony 
Brook University, and a Master of Education in Youth Development from Concordia 
University, St. Paul, Minnesota. Her scholarly and professional interests include trauma-
informed care, community integration, homelessness prevention, and workforce development 
in social services. She is also actively involved in civic engagement initiatives and mentorship 
of emerging social work professionals.



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

PROCESSION “Bring Em Out” by T.I. 

WELCOME & Dr. Selena T Rodgers, Professor, MSW Program Founding 
THANK YOU  Director and Chairperson, Department of Social Work 

OPENING Dr. Claudia V Schrader, President 
REMARKS Dr. Derrick Brazill, Provost and Vice President 

Dr. Karen A Williams, Vice President of Student Affairs 
Dr. Renee Wright, Interim Dean, Health Sciences and 
Professional Programs  

TRIBUTE TO Dr. David Hornung, Assistant Professor 
PRERANA BARUA Prof. Cathleen Lilavois-McDonald, Clinical 

Professor and Director of MSW Practicum 
Education 

INTRODUCTION Dr. Alicia Wilson, Assistant Professor 
DSW FACULTY  

FACULTY Vanessa Clarke, CUNY PhD Fellow, on behalf of  
REMARKS Prof. Acanthus Fairley 

Dr. Azzie Forbes, Doctoral Lecturer and Director 
of BSSW Practicum Education 
Prof. Damien Pratt, Lecturer and York College   
Social Work Alumus Class of 2012       

INTRODUCTION Dr. Jennifer Hartmann, Assistant Professor 
OF SPEAKER 

DISTINGUISHED Dr. Tawanna Saxon-Jackson, DSW, M.Ed., BS, LMSW 
ALUMNA  Dr. Saxton-Jackson is a proud York College graduate  

Class of 1998 and a member of Phi Alpha National  
Honor Society for Social Work.  

Program
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Dr. Tawanna Saxton-Jackson
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INTRODUCTION BSSW Scholars, Prof. Shirell Roeback, Program Director and  
OF SCHOLARS  Lecturer, Bachelor of Science (BS) in Social Work Program 
   MSW Scholars, Dr. Jennette Allen-McCombs, Deputy Chair 
 
 
SCHOLAR ToniAnn A Alper, BSSW Scholar and President, Social Work 
REFLECTIONS  Empowering & Encouraging Together (SWEET) Club 

Michelle Gonzalez Mendiola, International MSW Scholar 
Brendan McNamee, MSW Scholar and BSSW Alumnus 2025  
Shawn A Vincent, BSSW Scholar and Incoming MSW  
Advanced Standing Scholar 

 
 
HONORS &   Dr. Karen A Williams, Vice President of Student Affairs  
SPECIAL   Ms. Amira-Maria Mills, SCO/Assistant to the Manager of  
RECOGNITION  Veterans Affairs  
   Prof. Shirell Roeback, Program Director and Lecturer, Bachelor of  

Science (BS) in Social Work Program 
Dr. Jennette Allen-McCombs, Deputy Chair 

 
 
PRESENTATION OF MSW Scholars, Ms. Isabelle Hubert, MSW Academic  
CERTIFICATES  Program Specialist 

BSSW Scholars, Ms. Doria Thompson, CUNY Office Assistant 
 
PLEDGE  Dr. Durrell Malik Washington, Sr., Adjunct Assistant Professor and  

Social Work Alumnus, Class of 2017, and the Social Work Department  
  
 
CLOSING REMARKS Prof. Rachelle Antoine, MSW, Adjunct Lecturer and BSSW Alumna,  

Class of 2017 
 
 
RECESSION  “Ain’t No Stoppin’ Us Now” by McFadden and Whitehead 
 
 
 
 

    
 

 



Phi Alpha Pledge
Master of Social Work 

Graduating Class 

Jamila F Havercome
Patrise Henry 
Guadalupe Hercules 
Annabelle R Isaac
Stephanie Jean Pierre 
Kimberly Martina Johnson
Dion Martin 
Brendan McNamee 
Marquita S Mitchell
Leidy Restrepo  
Wendy Jasmine Rodriguez Antunez
Anju Saji 
Shelly Sarasty 
Talisha C St.Cyr-Cummings 
Avinash Sukhee 
Jennifer Tavarez 
Keecy K Temple
Sade T Thorpe
Cindy Veliz

Holly R Abasi
Diego Alejandro Alvarez Salazar 
Kiola Anderson 
Michel'le Antoine 
Nicole S Armstrong
Kyla C Baptiste*
Zynea Barney 
Mariama S Barry
Dylan Bass 
Delana A Blunt
Adriana D Cabrera
Emelin Cajamarca 
Alvaro Chavarriaga Monsalve 
Kemely Difo 
Adryana Dohman 
Olaleye O Ekundare
Lakeya K Francis
Michelle Gonzalez Mendiola 
Ebony Gordon 

*Congratulations to the Licensed Master Social Work (LMSW) Scholars who passed their 
licensing examination during their final academic semester.



Ruqayyah S Ali
Shanice Allen
ToniAnn A Alper^ 
Emely Denisse Andrino 
Andrea A Blackwood** 
Thryll Campbell-Bradshaw 
Alyssa Cancetty&
Lizeth Carchipulla 
Joselin De Jesus
Nestor De Leon
Jessica Feliciano
Shanice S Fennell
Sarah Sophia Findlay**^ 
Amoy Oveta Gordon 
Aliyaah Haniff&

Leah Aleanna Hermanstyne 
Veronica Hernandez-Villatoro 
Cynthia Ikezi
Yadein Lopez-Reyes 
Shenequa P Malcolm 
Diyora Mukhamadjonova 
Folukemi M Omotosho* 
Magdaline Paul
Amber D Peters+
Shellyann Rampaul
Leatrice M Singleton
Sierra Ieyona-Antonia Smith 
Nakia Usher
Shawn A Vincent*&

Bachelor of Science 
Social Work  

Graduating Class

Dunia Garcia, Honorary 
Drurrell Malik Washington, Sr., Honorary

Yingqing Hang 
Anna K Jablonski 
Norwood Keaton 
Dorothy Ken-mogbo
Tashannia Shantae Lindo
Michelle Lovell
Mali MacConnell 
Minerva Martinez 
Brendon McNamee 
Tiara Miller
Cindy G Nuñez* 
Naomi Patram
Janee Pearson
Leidy Restrepo 
Kenyatta Robinson 
Cindy Rodriguez 
Evelyn Segura
Maya Singh
Seham Ibriham Tajeddin 
Jordan Torres

*Previously Inducted

Sara Ahmed 
Nicole Armstrong 
Ja’Nae M Bagnal 
Karline Balan*
Zynea Barney
Lisa Beckford
Cassidy Benn 
Natalie Burke 
Samantha Castro 
Krystal A Clarke
Kelsea DeCosta
Saadiyah Dhanraj 
Leomaris Diaz Sangae 
Choden Dorji 
Rinadel Espiritu 
Isabelle Fleurisca 
Roberta Gordon
Kendra Hardy 
Tyisha Amaria Henry 
Theodora Hiotis 
Shirlene Hishmeh

*Committed to attend York's Master of Social Work Program

Bachelor of Science in 
Social Work

Graduating Class

*Committed to York’s Master of Social Work Program. 
**Accepted to a Master of Social Work Program.
^Summa Cum Laude
+Magna Cum Laude
&Cum Laude



Scholarship and Award Recipients

�dministration �or Children Ser�ices�Pro�ider �gency Scholarship*
Anna Jablonski   

Dorothy Ken-mogbo
Evelyn Segura

�K� ��C� Scholarship Fund
   Emelin Cajamarca

  Aliyaah Haniff
Jamila F Havercome

  Taiesha Murray
  Leidy Restrepo

City �ni�ersity o� New York 
�uman Ser�ice Career �d�ancement Scholarship

Kendra Hardy

C�NY York College��M� Mental �ealth Scholarship 

Kiola O Anderson
Lisa D Cummings
Tyisha A Henry
Rebecca Hirsch
Aarti Maharaj

Marshallie M Maxwell
Alvaro Chavarriaga Monsalve

Michelle Okigbo
Janee L Pearson
Chabria Pierce

Barbara Rozario
Diego Alejandro Alverez Salazar

Sade Thorpe

New York City Council Social Work Fellows Scholarship*

Naomi Patram
Kenyatta Robinson
Cindy Rodriguez
Maya Singh

Keecy Temple

Jordan Torres

�External Scholarship�Award

 

 
 

 
 

Dunia Garcia

Dr. Jennifer Hartmann 

 
 

 
Ms. Kim Melendez 

 
 

Durrell Malik Washington, Sr. 
. 

 
               

              
              

 
              

        

*To receive Phi Alpha National Honors, scholars must earn a 3.5 GPA or higher for at least one term of 
their program.



Sara Ahmed
Nicole S Armstrong* 
Zynea Barney*
Fabiola Bouquet Desire 
Emelin Cajamarca* 
Alvaro Chavarriaga Monsalve* 
Maigelle Zara Chedick 
Lisa D Cummings* 
Sangae Choden Dorji 
Sheldon Edmondson 
Yingqing Hang
Jamila F Havercome 
Rebecca Hirsch 
Annabelle R Isaac* 
Stephanie Jean Pierre*
Kimberly Martina Johnson* 

Aliyah M Joseph
Ashley M Lewis
Tashannia Shantae Lindo 
Brianna R Loutan 
Brendan McNamee*
Carice S Miller 
Taiesha Murray
Aisha B Nahar
Janee L Pearson
Analbis Del Carmen Plasencia 
Miracle Darrena Pryor 
Leidy Restrepo*
James Rodriguez 
Barbara Rozario 
Seham Ibrahim Tajeddin 
Doujina Zephir

Bachelor of Science 
Social Work  

Graduating Class

Dr. Tawanna Saxton-Jackson Honorary 
Dr. Susan Letteney, Honorary

Holly R Abasi
ToniAnn A Alper
Diego Alejandro Alvarez Salazar 
Kiola Anderson 
Michel'le Antoine 
Nicole S Armstrong
Kyla C Baptiste
Zynea Barney 
Mariama S Barry
Dylan Bass 
Delana A Blunt
Adriana D Cabrera
Emelin Cajamarca 
Alyssa Cancetty
Alvaro Chavarriaga Monsalve 
Kemely Difo 
Adryana Dohman 
Olaleye O Ekundare
Shanice S Fennell
Sarah Sophia Findlay
Michelle Gonzalez Mendiola 
Ebony Gordon 

*Committed to attend York's Master of Social Work Program

*Previously Inducted

Honoraries and Inductees

Aliyaah Haniff
Patrise Henry 
Guadalupe Hercules 
Annabelle R Isaac
Stephanie Jean Pierre 
Kimberly Martina Johnson
Dion Martin 
Brendan McNamee 
Marquita S Mitchell
Amber D Peters
Leidy Restrepo 
Wendy Jasmine Rodriguez Antunez 
Anju Saji 
Shelly Sarasty 
Talisha C St.Cyr-Cummings
Avinash Sukhee 
Jennifer Tavarez 
Keecy K Temple
Sade T Thorpe
Cindy Veliz 
Shawn A Vincent



Phi Alpha Pledge 
Master of Social Work 

Graduating Class

Theodora Hiotis 
Shirlene Hishmeh 
Anna K Jablonski 
Norwood S Keaton 
Dorothy Ken-mogbo 
Michelle A Lovell 
Mali MacConnell, LMSW* 
Minerva Martinez 
Tiara Miller 
Cindy G Nuñez 
Naomi Patram 
Kenyatta Robinson 
Cindy Rodriguez 
Evelyn Segura 
Maya Singh 
Jordan Torres, LMSW*

Anaika Alida 
Ja’Nae M Bagnal 
Karline Balan 
Lisa Beckford 
Cassidy Benn 
Natalie Burke, LMSW*
Samantha Castro Pacheco 
Krystal A Clarke 
Kelsea DeCosta 
Saadiyah Dhanraj 
Leomaris Diaz 
Rinadel Espiritu, LMSW* 
Isabelle Fleurisca 
Roberta Gordon 
Kendra O Hardy 
Tyisha Amaria Henry 

*Congratuations to the LMSW Scholars who passed their licensing examination in the in their last semestester.



Highest Academic Distinction in Social Work
 Nicole S Armstrong

Adriana D Cabrera
Brendan McNamee      

Michelle Gonzalez Mendiola 

Outstanding Academic Achievement 
ToniAnn A Alper

Excellence in Academic Achievement 
Sarah Sophia Findlay

Amber D Peters

Special Recognition

Advocate for Change Award 
Shawn A Vincent 
CARESAct Certificate of Merit 
Holly R Abasi
Diego Alejandro Alvarez Salazar 
Alvaro Chavarriaga Monsalve 
Marquita S Mitchell 
Certificate of Appreciation  
Hopeton Allen
Zakariya Aybakar
Sylvia Guillaume
Margaret Lindor
Amira Maria Mills
Melany Moore
Grace-Ann Prescod
Nicole Russell
Virginia Waldon
Certificate of Recognition 
Marcia Edwards
Community Impact Award  
Magdaline Paul
Department of Social Work  
Leadership Award 
Holly R Abasi

ToniAnn A Alper
Alvaro Chavarriaga Monsalve 
Marquita S Mitchell
Olaleye O Ekundare
Avinash Sukhee
Educational Achievement Military 
Honors

Dion Martin
Emerging Professional Award 
Andrea A Blackwood
Diyora Mukhamadjonova 
Leadership in Social Work Award 
ToniAnn A Alper
MSW Founding Director Award    
Tawanna Saxon-Jackson
Outstanding Practicum Work Award 
Shanice S Fennell
Spirit of Social Work Award 
ToniAnn A Alper
Shellyann Rampaul
The Phoenix Award
Kiola Anderson
Nestor De Leon
Shenequa P Malcolm



Scholarship and Award Recipients

�dministration �or Children Ser�ices�Pro�ider �gency Scholarship**   
Avinash Sukhee

    �K� ��C� Scholarship Fund
   Emelin Cajamarca
Jamila F Havercome

  Taiesha Murray
  Leidy Restrepo

City �ni�ersity o� New York  
�uman Ser�ice Career �d�ancement Scholarship 

Kyla C Baptiste

C�NY York College��M� Mental �ealth Scholarship  
Kiola O Anderson

Amoy Oveta Gordon
Alvaro Chavarriaga Monsalve

Diego Alejandro Alvarez Salazar
Sade T Thorpe

MSW Fund for Excellence Scholarship for Outstanding Achievement 
Kiola Anderson

Adryana Dohman
MSW Fund for Excellence Award for Outstanding Achievement 

Michelle Gonzalez Mendiola
Alvaro Chavarriaga Monsalve

New York City Council Social Work Fellows Scholarship 

Naomi Patram
Kenyatta Robinson
Cindy Rodriguez
Maya Singh

Keecy Temple

Jordan Torres

�External Scholarship�Award

Dr. Jennifer Hartmann

Ms. Kim Melendez

Holly R Abasi 
Emelin Cajamarca 

Olaleye O Ekundare 
Ebony Gordon 

Guadalupe Hercules 
Annabelle R Isaac 

Marquita S Mitchell

 Leidy Restrepo
Wendy Jasmine Rodriguez Antunez

Anju Saji 
Shelly Sarasty 

Talisha C St.Cyr-Cummings 
Jennifer Tavarez 

*Graduating Scholars
**External Scholarship 

Scholarships and Awards*

1199 Career Pathways Training Program 
Diego Alejandro Alvarez Salazar  

Michel'le Antoine
Zynea Barney

Delana A Blunt
Adriana D Cabrera

Stephanie Jean Pierre 
Sade T Thorpe



Scholarship and Award Recipients

�dministration �or Children Ser�ices�Pro�ider �gency Scholarship*
Anna Jablonski   

Dorothy Ken-mogbo
Evelyn Segura

�K� ��C� Scholarship Fund
   Emelin Cajamarca

  Aliyaah Haniff
Jamila F Havercome

  Taiesha Murray
  Leidy Restrepo

City �ni�ersity o� New York 
�uman Ser�ice Career �d�ancement Scholarship

Kendra Hardy

C�NY York College��M� Mental �ealth Scholarship 

Kiola O Anderson
Lisa D Cummings
Tyisha A Henry
Rebecca Hirsch
Aarti Maharaj

Marshallie M Maxwell
Alvaro Chavarriaga Monsalve

Michelle Okigbo
Janee L Pearson
Chabria Pierce

Barbara Rozario
Diego Alejandro Alverez Salazar

Sade Thorpe

New York City Council Social Work Fellows Scholarship*

Naomi Patram
Kenyatta Robinson
Cindy Rodriguez
Maya Singh

Keecy Temple

Jordan Torres

�External Scholarship�Award

Dr. Jennifer Hartmann

Ms. Kim Melendez

Dr. Claudia V Schrader
President

Special Thanks
Dr. Claudia V Schrader

PRESIDENT

Dr. Derrick Brazill
PROVOST & VICE PRESIDENT

Ed Rios
VICE PRESIDENT

Dr. Karen Williams
VICE PRESIDENT

Dr. Johana Rivera
VICE PRESIDENT

Dr. Lori Hoeffner
VICE PRESIDENT

Dr. James Salnave
ASSISTANT VICE PRESIDENT &  DEAN OF STUDENTS

Dr. Renée Wright
DEAN

Administration and Finance
Anthony Davis, Grace-Ann Prescod & Office of Admissions Team

Cheryl Morrison & Financial Aid Team
Bryan Graves & Lisa Ray. YC Radio
Center for Students with Disabilities

Chief James Assmann & Public Safety Team
Department of Social Work

Distinguished Guests
Division of Student Affairs & Enrollment Management

Eric Tyrer, Rafael Nunez, & Information Technology Team
Family & Friends

Hopeton Allen & SEEK Village
Safiya Faustin & Scholarship Center

Kim Melendez & Counseling Center Team
Marlon Medwinter

Practicum Advisory Board
Practicum Supervisors

Lachman Printing Services
Jo-Ann Fellows & Office of Registrar Team

Yvette Williamson & Bursar Team



Durrell Malik Washington, Sr. is a native of the Bronx New York and a York Cardinal for life!

Durrell Malik Washington Sr. is incoming Assistant Professor in Rutgers University School of Social 
Work. Scholar Durrell is an abolitionist, an educator, author and an interdisciplinary social scientist 
trained as an interpretive methodologist and critical social work scholar. His research examines the 
collateral consequences of youth incarceration—exploring how incarceration impacts not only young 
Black people but also the broader systems they belong to, including their families, communities, and 
social networks. Through this work, he aims to build theory and inform policies and practices that 
foster positive and equitable outcomes for formerly incarcerated Black youth and their families.

Prof. Washington's research agenda seeks to understand three main lines of inquiry: (1) How does a
period of incarceration shape the health, social life, decision making and relationships of formerly 
incarcerated youth and adults? (2) How do Black families experience, navigate, and respond to 
interactions with carceral institutions? and (3) How can a robust continuum of care be developed and 
applied to dismantle oppressive structures and improve the material conditions of Black families? His 
research is deeply rooted in community engagement, interdisciplinary collaboration, and critical and 
liberatory frameworks that center knowledge production as a tool for social change.

Before joining the faculty at Rutgers his academic journey includes earning his PhD from the
University of Chicago School of Social Work, Policy, and Practice (at the time of his keynote he will 
be 9 days away from his dissertation defense and 10 days from Graduation), an MSW from Columbia 
University School of Social Work with a concentration in Policy practice and contemporary social 
issues, and a Bachelor’s in Social Work with a Minor in Sociology from from York College, City 
University of New York where he was the former Vice President of the Social Workers, Empowering, 
Encouraging Together (S.W.E.E.T.) Club and active member of the Male Initiative Program.

During his Doctoral Studies, Scholar Durrell has won numerous awards and fellowships including a
Council of Social Work Education Minority Fellow, a American Society of Criminology Ruth D.
Peterson Fellow and Becoming the first person to ever be inducted as a fellow for the Society
for Social Work and Research (a distinction Usually made for early and mid career faculty)
While just an emerging leader.

York College, City University of New York where he was the former Vice President of the Social
Workers, Empowering, Encouraging Together (S.W.E.E.T.) Club and active member of the
Male Initiative Program.
During his Doctoral Studies Durrell has won numerous awards and fellowships including a
Council of Social Work Education Minority Fellow, a American Society of Criminology Ruth D.
Peterson Fellow and Becoming the first person to ever be inducted as a fellow for the Society
for Social Work and Research ( A distinction Usually made for early and mid career faculty)
While Just a Student.

Department of Social Work 
Celebration Address 

Durrell Malik Washington, Sr., BS, MSW, PhD Candidate

York College '2017 Alumnus
Faculty/Staff
Faculty/Staff

Dr. Selena T Rodgers, Chairperson, Professor and
Founding Director, MSW Program at CUNY York College

 
SW  

  SW  

Dr. Gila Acker, Professor
Prof. Rachelle Antoine, Adjunct Lecturer

Prof. Acanthus Fairley, CUNY PhD Fellow  
 

Dr. Vadim Moldovan, Professor

Dr. Durrell Malik Washington, Sr., Adjunct Assistant Professor 
ssistant Professor

 

Housed within the School of Health Sciences and Professional Programs, the Department of 
Social Work offers undergraduate and graduate programs. Over the past decade, the Bachelor 
of Science (BS) in Social Work Program has consistently ranked among the top three (3) 
popular programs at York College based on degrees awarded. The Master of Social Work 
(MSW) Program at CUNY York College is the first accredited graduate social work program 
in Queens County, New York, and was reaffirmed by the Council on Social Work Education 
(CSWE) Board of Accreditation under the 2022 Educational Policy and Accreditation 
Standards (EPAS), also with no conditions, until 2033.

Social Work has been essential to the City University of New York, York College, since 
1985. Collectively, the Department of Social Work team has provided 176 Years, 6 months, 
and 1,546,740 hours of combined Service to York College. Building on this foundation, the 
Class of 2026, including 29 Bachelor of Science in Social Work (BSSW) scholars, 17 
Advanced Standing Master of Social Work (MSW) scholars, and 21 Two-Year Master of 
Social Work (MSW) scholars, has contributed an additional 40,200 practicum hours during 
their programs to social service agencies, educational institutions, New York City 
communities, and healthcare settings.



on this academic milestone!

Program
PROCESSION

WELCOME &
THANK YOU

“Ain’t No Stoppin’ Us Now” by McFadden and Whitehead

Dr. Selena T Rodgers, Professor, Chairperson, Department of 
Social Work and MSW Program Founding Director 

Dr. Claudia V Schrader, Interim President

Dr. Derrick Brazill, Provost & Vice President
Dr. Karen Williams, Vice President
Dr. Maureen Becker, Dean, Health Sciences & Professional Programs

Dr. Alicia Wilson, Assistant Professor

Dr. Dunia Garcia, Adjunct Assistant Professor

Ms. Isabelle Hubert, MSW Academic Program Specialist

PhD Scholar Durrell Malik Washington, Sr. MSW, BS,

Prof. Shirell Roeback, Program Director and Lecturer, 
Bachelor of Science (BS) Social Work Program

OPENING REMARKS

INTRODUCTION 
DSW FACULTY

FACULTY REMARKS

INTRODUCTION OF 
KEYNOTE SPEAKER

DISTINGUISHED 
ALUMNUS

INTRODUCTION OF 
SCHOLARS



Welcome Home: All Social Work 
Roads Lead Back to York College 

Three-time CUNY Alumna, Dr. Sade Ali, DSW, 
MSW, LCSW, earned her Doctor of Social Work (DSW) from 
the SUNY University of Buffalo May 2026, a Master of 
Social Work in 2020 (CUNY York College), her Bachelor of 
Science in Social Work in 2017 (CUNY York College) and 
an Associate Degree of Mental Health and Human Services 
from CUNY Kingsborough Community College in 2011. In fall 
2026, Dr. Ali will return to her alma mater, CUNY York 
College, as an adjunct assistant professor and educator 
of Healthcare Social Work to teach practicum 
education, the profession's Signature Pedagogy.

Rachelle Antoine, MSW, earned her Bachelor of 
Science in Social Work degree from CUNY York College 
in 2017, where she also served as President of the 
York College Student Government Association. She 
currently oversees External Affairs & Community 
Development Programs for the historic $20 billion John F. 
Kennedy International Airport Redevelopment Program. In 
Spring 2026, Prof. Antoine returned to her alma mater 
as an adjunct lecturer, corporate social worker, and 
community strategist to teach Social Welfare Policy. She 
was among the scholar leaders who helped commemorate the 
50th Anniversary of the Selma March through participation 
in the historic march in Alabama, reflecting the 
advocacy and leadership embodied by Percy Ellis Sutton. In 
fall 2026, Prof. Antoine will teach the Percy Ellis Sutton 
SEEK section of Introduction to Social Work. 

Dr. Durrell Malik Washington, Sr., PhD, MSW, is a 2017 
York College Alumnus and assistant professor at the School 
of Social Work, Rutgers the State University of New Jersey. In 
spring 2026, the former Social Work Empowering & 
Encouraging Together (SWEET) Club Vice President returned to 
his alma mater, CUNY York College, as an adjunct assistant 
professor and abolitionist social scientist, trained as an 
interpretive methodologist and critical social work scholar, 
to teach the requested SCWK 619, Contemporary 
Issues: Violence as  Structural Oppression course. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Department of Social Work 2025-2026 Highlights 
 
Advancing the Social Work Profession: Community Impact and National Visibility 
 
Dr. Jeniffer Hartmann is a 2026 Abstract Reviewer for the Society for Social Work and Research (SSWR). 
 
Dr. David Hornung was selected as a Doctoral Mentor with the CSWE Minority Fellowship Program. 
 
Prof. Cathleen Lilavois-McDonald is facilitating the April 2026 social work bootcamp for York Social Work  
Alumni and our campus partners. 
 
Prof. Damien Pratt facilitated the March 2026 social work bootcamp using his R.E.A.D.Y Model for York MSW  
Social Work Alumni. 
 
Dr. Selena T Rodgers was appointed to the Council on Social Work Education (CSWE) Board of Accreditation. 
 
Dr. Durrell Malik Washington was selected as a Doctoral Mentor with the CSWE Minority Fellowship Program. 
 
Dr. Washington, Sr., was invited to serve as Cluster Chair for the Black and African Diaspora Focused Research 
(BADFR) cluster at the Society for Social Work and Research Annual Conference 
 
Honors and Milestones 
 
The Department of Social Work’s Class of 2026 is 67—its largest graduating class ever! 
 
Antoine, R. (2026, February). Honorable Barbara M. Clark Award – Champion in Education. Albany, NY. Nominated 
by Senator Leroy Comrie and Assemblyman Clyde Vanel. 
 
Antoine, R. (2026, February). Queens Power Women Honoree. Queens Power Women Power List Recognition. Queens, 
NY. 
 
Prof. Rachelle Antoine successfully led and completed the 7th cohort of the JFK Redevelopment Aviation & Aeronautics 
Academy at York College (CUNY), graduating 350+ scholars. 
 
Prof. Rachelle Antoine was appointed as an adjunct lecturer at her alma mater, CUNY York College. 
 
Ms. Isabelle Hubert was recognized by the DSW Team and President Schrader as Employee of the Month (EOTM). 
 
Ms. Doria Thompson and Ms. Isabelle Hubert were acknowledged at the 2026 Professional Administrative Day.  
 
Dr. Selena T. Rodgers received the 2026 Percy E. Sutton SEEK Collaborative Impact Award and the 2025-2026 Cardinal 
Appreciation Award from the York College Student Government Association. 
 
Dr. Durell Malik Washington, Sr., was appointed as an adjunct assistant professor at his alma mater, CUNY York 
College. 
 
Dr. Durrell Malike Washington, Sr., is the recipient of the 2026 Outstanding Doctoral Dissertation Award from the 
Society for Social Work and Research. 
 
Social Work Empowering & Encouraging Together (SWEET) Club received a 2026 appreciation award from the York 
College Student Government Association. 
 
Interdisciplinary Collaboration and Professional Development 
 
Dr. Azzie Forbes attended the annual Baccalaureate Program Directors meeting in New Orleans. 
 
Dr. Susan Letteney completed a series of four (4) trainings in Complex Trauma sponsored by the Adelphi Institute for  
Adolescent Trauma Treatment & Training and the National Child Traumatic Stress Network and teach the first  
Continuation Education: Social You Want to Be a Social Work Course in summer 2026. 
 
Prof. Shirell Roeback is a 2026 participant in the York College Faculty Publication Program. 
 
Dr. Alicia Wilson co-authored an interdisciplinary certificate program with the Nursing Program at York College 
focused on Perinatal Health Equity and Lactation Advocacy. The project integrates social work, nursing, and public 
health frameworks to address structural inequities in maternal and infant health. Her role involves developing curriculum 
on social determinants of health, trauma-informed care, and community-based advocacy models. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Department of Social Work 2025-2026 Highlights 

 
Presentations and Speaking Engagements 
Allen-McComb, J. (2026, May 5). “Scholarship is not a Side Effect: The Other 364.” 2026 Scholarship Recognition 
Dinner. CUNY York College. Jamaica, NY. 
 
Allen-McCombs, J. (2026, March 24). Claiming your capital in divisive times: Uplift, transform, defend [Conference 
presentation]. Annual Social Work Month Celebration, SUNY Brockport, Brockport, NY. 
 
Allen-McComb, J. (2025, April 2). “Dismantling Intellectual Colonialism: A Year of Transformative Scholarship.” 2025 
Spring Symposium. CUNY York College. Jamaica, NY. 
 
Antoine, R. (2026). Master of Ceremonies for the Second-Term Inauguration of Queens Borough President Donovan 
Richards Jr. Queens, NY. 
 
Antoine, R. (2026, March). Keynote Speaker, Her Power, Her Path Women’s Empowerment Conference and Queens 
College. Queens, NY. 
 
CUNY Board of Trustees Queens Public Hearing Testimony at LaGuardia Community College. (2026, May 11). 
Testimony of Dr. Selena T. Rodgers, Professor and Chairperson, Department of Social Work Founding Director, and 
Program Chief Administrator, MSW Program at CUNY York College. 
 
Fairley, A., Franklin, S., Suleiman, J., Xiaoyao Bogard, X. (2026, January 18). Testimonies of Power and Practice: Oral 
History As a Social Work Methodology for Social Justice. [Conference Poster Presentation]. Thirtieth Annual 
Conference on the Society of Social Work Research, Washington D.C., United States. 
 
Fairley, A. (2026, April). AI Integration in Healthcare as Workplace Violence: Social Work's Role in Supporting the 
Racially Minoritized and Aged Workforce. [Conference Presentation]. Fifteenth Annual European Conference of Social 
Work Research. Aberdeen, Scotland. 
 
Hartmann, J. (Accepted 2026, April). “Intimate Partner Violence and Health Service Use Among Syrian Refugee 
Women with Children in Non-Camp Settings in Jordan.” 2026 Spring Symposium. CUNY York College. Jamaica, NY. 
 
Wilson, A. (2026, May 6). “Social Work Leadership.” NYU's Silver School of Social Work Symposium. New York, NY. 
 
Publications  
Allen-McCombs, J. "Organizational Readiness as a Predictor of Successful Change: A Case Study of Trauma-Informed 
Implementation in Child Welfare Agencies." Journal of Human Services: Training, Research, and Practice. 2025: 1-32. 
 
Allen-McCombs, J. "Examining Nationality, First Generation Status, and Academic Identity Status as a Lens into 
Student Achievement." Journal of Educational Research and Practice. 2025: 1-26. 
 
Clarke, C & Allen-McCombs, J. "Social Stigma and Deprivation: A Qualitative Study of Reentry Experiences of 
Formerly Incarcerated Elderly Individuals." Advances in Social Work. 2025: 335-352. 
 
Hartmann, J. M. K., Khadra, M., Brooks, M. A., Singh, A., Al-Qutob, R., Jaber, R., Kaushal, N., El-Bassel, N., & 
Dasgupta, A. (2026, online version published 2025). Intimate partner violence, mental health symptomology, and mental 
health and protective service use among Syrian refugee women with children in Jordan. Violence Against Women, 32(6-
7), 1597-1621.  
 
Hornung, D. (2026, June). Social work in times of war: A history of care and resistance [Book contract]. Bloomsbury 
Publishing. Contract signed June 2026. 
 
Hornung, D. (2025, October 7). Book review—Solidarity: The past, present, and future of a world-changing idea.  The 
New Social Worker.  
 
Rodgers, S. T., Allen-McCombs, J., Roeback, S., Forbes, A., & Lilavois, C.  (2025). “Lifting as we climb”: exploring the 
lived experiences of Black women social work leaders. In R. Miller, C. Mangan, H. Dickinson, & C. Jackson (Eds). 
Research Handbook on Leadership in Social Care & Social Work. Edward Elgar Publishing. pp. 320-333. 

Waller, B. Y., Johnson, K. A., Goddard-Eckrich, D., Holland, W. L., Richardson-Ridley, M., Wilson, A. M., Chide, C., 
Taffy, A., Adeyemo, T., & Bent-Goodley, T. B. (2026). "I Thought I Was Going to Die": Identifying Gaps in the 
Intimate Partner Violence Service Provision System for Black Women. Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 41(5-6), 
1242–1266 
 
Younger, T., Rodgers, S. T., & Costello, T. C. (2026). The Labor of Wealth: A Phenomenological Study of Black 
Women’s Experiences with Wealth Accumulation and Its Implications for Health. Ethnicity & Health, 1-18.  
 
Younger, T., & Rodgers, S. T. (2025). Black Women’s Experiences with Wealth Accumulation: We Cannot Quantify 
What We Do Not Qualify. Urban Social Work, 9(2), 112-126.	
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