Paper #3: Open topic assignment

ENG 125: Essay #3 Guidelines

This 5-6 page essay asks you to make a STRONG CONNECTION between three of the texts we’ve read thus far. You will need to make a very clear argument in the opening paragraph that is sustained with evidence from THREE texts throughout the essay. This is NOT a simple compare/contrast activity. You must make a strong critical connection between the texts you choose.
Write about a connection that interests you. The argument and connections are yours to create so be imaginative and invested! Consider the overarching themes we’ve examined during class discussions that are present in the various texts we’ve read. During class time, we will go over some of these themes, generating a list of ideas on how you might approach this essay, and you can also run possible connections by me.

Detailed Instructions: 
1) In the opening paragraph, this essay should have a strong critical argument that goes beyond surface level observations. You are ARGUING how/why you think these three texts are connected. Introduce the texts the paper will analyze.

*Tip 1: Identify the texts (titles and authors) you are analyzing and explain the impact or consequences your argument will have for your readers. Be careful to avoid generalizations and stereotypes!
2) The subsequent (body) paragraphs should analyze specific passages from your chosen texts to demonstrate how you’ve arrived at your argument and interpretations.

*Tip 2: Analyze don’t summarize! This is not a book report. Make points throughout the paper that relate to your argument using keywords from your opening paragraph.
3) You will need to incorporate direct quotations from the texts you analyze. These quotes MUST follow MLA citation style. For information on citations, please visit the Purdue OWL (http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/).
*Tip 3: Do not allow quotations to overwhelm your essay! For any direct quotation you include, make sure to write an ANALYSIS of the passage that is roughly double the length of the quotation itself.

4) A Works Cited page is required. Please consult the Purdue OWL or a handbook for instructions and formatting. *The Works Cited page is NOT included in your word minimum.

5) Your essay should be no less than 5-6 pages in length. Use 12 point Times New Roman font and one-inch margins all around. Be sure to include a title and page numbers. Proofread your essay paying attention to sentence mechanics, consistent syntax, style, and grammar.
Deadlines and Submission: 
DRAFT 1 of this essay is due on Wednesday, December 2nd BEFORE 1:00pm

1) Post your draft as an MS Word attachment in Assignments:

· Go to “Assignments”; Click on Essay #3 DRAFT

· Click “Browse My Computer” and choose your file (DO NOT click “Write Submission”)

· “Submit”

2) ALSO bring TWO hard copies of your DRAFT to class on Wednesday, December 2nd. You must make sure to print your essay in advance so that you are not late to class if there is a problem with printing.

*Late drafts do NOT receive written comments.

Peer Review will be held in class on Wednesday, December 2nd
Peer review is mandatory so don’t let your peer group down. Please arrive on time.

Individual Conferences will be held on December 7th and 9th

Conferences are required and a sign-up sheet will follow. Please arrive on time.

Essay #3 (revised and polished) is due on BLACKBOARD on the last day of class BEFORE 11:30pm
Post your revised essay AS AN ATTACHMENT in Assignments.

· Click on Essay #3 REVISION

· Click “Browse My Computer” and choose your file (do NOT click “write submission”)

· “Submit”

*Deadlines are non-negotiable. Essay #3 is worth 30% of your final grade.

