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Course Description
ENG 126, Composition II: Writing about Literature. 1 conference hr + 3 hrs. 3 crs. A composition course which takes literature as its subject matter, ENG 126 builds on the competencies developed in ENG 125, in close reading, argumentation, and writing from sources, and applies them in a new context. Students read a variety of short literary works including poetry, fiction, and/or drama, and practice responding to them in class, and writing about them both informally and formally. Students also produce a research paper related to themes or questions evoked by the literature. Students will spend one hour per week in conferences, collaborative learning activities, or peer review. Preq: ENG 125. This course may be offered as an online course.
Learning Objectives
· Read and listen critically and analytically, including identifying an argument’s major assumptions and assertions and evaluating its supporting evidence. 
· Write clearly and coherently in varied academic formats (such as formal essays, research papers, and reports) using standard English and appropriate technology to critique and improve one’s own and others’ texts.
· Demonstrate research skills using appropriate technology, including gathering, evaluating, and synthesizing primary and secondary sources.
· Support a thesis with well-reasoned arguments, and communicate persuasively across a variety of contexts, purposes, audiences, and media. 
· Formulate original ideas and relate them to the ideas of others by employing the conventions of ethical attribution and citation.  
Required Texts 

· Gardner, Janet E., Beverly Lawn, Jack Ridl, and Peter Schakel, eds. Literature: A Portable Anthology. 5th ed. Bedford, 2021. 
Additional readings, as required, will be made available through Blackboard.
Grading
Final grades ranging from A to F will be based upon completion of all course requirements (writing and reading assignments, class participation and attendance) and the Final Examination. The three formal papers will make up the majority of your grade, as outlined below:
1. Paper #1 (3-4 pages)






15%
2. Paper #2 (4-5 pages)






20%
3. Paper #3 (5-6 pages)






30%
5. Department Final Exam





10%
6. Online work (Wiki, DB, Peer Review, Quizzes)


25%








Online

This is a fully online section of English 126 and all of our work, aside from group conferences/meetings, will be done asynchronously. You will have two weekly deadlines, Tuesdays and Thursdays. The Weekly Modules on our course Blackboard site will specify exactly what you are required to complete by each deadline. We will be using two tools on Blackboard extensively:
· The Blog tool, which you will use to post thesis statements and drafts of your papers.  We will also use those blogs as a site for Peer Review on your drafts and suggestions for revision. 
· The Discussion Board tool, which we will use to discuss the readings, raise questions about writing processes, and reflect on our understanding of research.
The course format allows us to develop an online writing community for this class, but it requires you to be responsible about meeting deadlines and it requires you to respond to your peers’ writing with thought and care. 
Online Responsibilities

Distance learning requires you to be more self-motivated and independent as a learner than a face-to-face class would. Much of your learning will take place through interactions with me and your classmates through group assignments and discussion forums as well as peer review. You will have to keep up, observe due dates, and be an active member of the class community. Discussion Board replies, for example, have specific deadlines and cannot be made up after that deadline has passed. You can do the online work when it best suits you, but budget at least four-six (4-6) hours per week. If you have general questions about requirements, please see the York College information on Online/Hybrid courses: http://www.york.cuny.edu/it/acet/online-hybrid-course-support
· Stay in Touch: Check your email daily and the course website at least every other day.  Follow the course schedule and the weekly modules so that you know when everything is due.  If you have questions, get in touch with me sooner rather than later.  
· Hardware Requirements: You will need to have reliable access to a computer with high-speed internet for at least four (4) hours each week. If you don’t have access to a computer and/or the internet, please contact York College IT and message me immediately.   
· Software Requirements: Use a standard internet browser such as Firefox or Chrome. Chrome seems to play well with Collaborate Ultra, so if you are logging on for a group session or an Office Hour, I suggest using that browser if possible. Keep all updates current. 
Attendance Policy
Attendance in an online class is measured by completion of assigned tasks; please note that many tasks, such as the Wiki and Discussion Board and Peer Reviews, close on a set due date and cannot be made up after the fact. Keeping up with this work will help you to get the most out of class.
Communication
The best way to reach me is via email. I will try to respond in 24 hours; occasionally it may take a little longer. One of the first things I’d like you to do after class is to send me an email from your York College email address, to xxx@york.cuny.edu. This will get your email address in my address book, and make sure I can contact you if I need to, as well as make sure your York e-mail address is working. Blackboard generally sends emails to York College email addresses, so you will miss out on a lot if you don’t check this email address. 
If you’re having problems with an assignment, if something that I have asked you to do is unclear, or if you’re having personal issues – anything! – let me know as soon as you can via email. I will try my best to help you, but I can’t help you if I don't know you're having trouble.
I have open office hours when I will be available through Collaborate Ultra (see the link for that on our course site.) The hours are listed at the top of the syllabus, and you are welcome to come by. If you would like to meet with me at another time, please send me an email. 

Information about Assignments
All papers, including rough and final drafts, must be submitted by 11:59 PM on the day they are due. 
This is a composition class, and the majority of your grade comes from essays—which will be drafted, peer-reviewed, and revised according to peer and instructor feedback. For each of the three essays, you will be asked to complete a series of required components including: 

· Proposed thesis and key evidence

· Draft 
· Final Version
· Reflection on your writing and revision process
Missing and/or late components will result in points being deducted from your grade on the Final version of your essay. 
Late Assignments
I do not accept late formal assignments, except due to extenuating circumstances. You must tell me about any problems that you are having before the assignment is due. I do give extensions under some circumstances; I do not give extensions when they are requested after the assignment is due. Please note that Discussion Board postings, and Peer Reviews cannot be submitted late—they close on their due date and cannot be reopened as they involve collaborative work. We are living in very trying times due to COVID-19, so if you anticipate regular challenges in keeping up with assignments reach out to me by Week 2 so we can discuss what could be done.
Assignment Submission
For every assignment, there is a tool within Blackboard to submit it. You should NEVER email me any assignment; instead, please submit it using the correct tool or assignment link. The submission requirements are clearly indicated on each assignment and specific paper formats are included on the Formal paper assignments. Make sure that you save and submit your paper as a .doc, .docx, or .pdf file, or as a last resort, as an .rtf. Do not submit Pages files or Google Docs (.pages or .gdoc). I cannot open these formats and will not be able to grade assignments submitted as such.
Academic Integrity Statement
A violation of academic integrity is any instance when a student attempts to pass off someone else’s words or ideas as their own, no matter where they obtained those words or ideas, and no matter where these ideas are presented. We practice using quotation and citation in this course so you can benefit from others’ ideas, while attributing them appropriately. There is nothing wrong with representing someone else’s ideas in your work, but you have to give them credit. Additionally, there is nothing wrong with getting help on an assignment, but the final product must be predominantly the result of your own work. All academic integrity violations in English 126 will result in a 0 on the assignment, and/or a failing grade in the course and/or referral to the College’s Academic Integrity officer.
York College gives four definitions of types of academic integrity violation:
· Cheating: Cheating is the unauthorized use or attempted use of material, information, notes, study aids, devices or communication during an academic exercise.
· Plagiarism: Plagiarism is the act of presenting another person’s ideas, research or writings as your own.
· Obtaining Unfair Advantage: Obtaining Unfair Advantage is any activity that intentionally or unintentionally gives a student an unfair advantage in his/her academic work over another student.
· Falsification of Records and Official Documents
York College’s policies and procedures concerning academic integrity can be found here:
https://www.york.cuny.edu/academics/academic-affairs/academic-integrit

 HYPERLINK "https://www.york.cuny.edu/academics/academic-affairs/academic-integrity"
y
York College Resources
Center for Students with Disabilities: https://www.york.cuny.edu/csd
· AC-1G02

· csd@york.cuny.edu

· (718) 262-2191

Students with disabilities may contact this office to learn about and gain access to resources available to them to ensure that they have equal access to programs, activities, and services.

Collaborative Learning Center: https://www.york.cuny.edu/collaborative-learning-center

· AC-1C18

· clc@york.cuny.edu

· (718)262-2303 or (718) 262-2494

The Collaborative Learning Center assists students with writing skills and offers scheduled tutoring, drop-in tutoring, as well as workshops.

Counseling Center: https://www.york.cuny.edu/counseling-center

· AC-1G03

· (718) 262-2297 or (718) 262-2272

The Center provides psychological as well as educational counseling for a range of academic problems, relationship issues, family problems, and other personal concerns.

Computers with word processing software, Internet access, and printing facilities are available in these locations:

· Library: https://www.york.cuny.edu/library 

· 3rd floor, next to the Reference Desk near the Main Entrance.

· Computer Labs: https://www.york.cuny.edu/ctlet/for-faculty/labs 

· Classroom Building, CL-201a.

Class Schedule

Important Note: Each week, a new module will be posted on Blackboard on Thursday mornings; that module will outline the work for the coming week in detail. You must make it a habit to check that module. 
	Wk.
	Due Date
	Reading
	Video or Collaborate Session Focus
	Due
	Key Announcements

	1

	Tu 
	
	
	
	Welcome to Course

	
	Th

	Course Syllabus


	Intro to Course, explanation of BB tools
	Blog: Introduce yourself (name, pronouns) and discuss your concerns, expectations for course
Quiz1: syllabus
	

	2
	Tu
	Text A and B

	Elements of fiction; how to: reading annotating Text A
	Blog: Greet two classmates

DB1: Post responses re: Text A; reply to at least two peers
	

	
	Th
	Text C
	Summary and synthesis
	DB 2: Group Analysis of central conflict from Texts A and B
Quiz2: Texts A-C
	

	3
	Tu
	Paper #1 Assignment


	Paper #1; thesis statements
	DB2: reply to at least two peers
	Paper #1 Assignment

	
	Th

	Thesis Statement criteria
	Strong intros; beyond compare/contrast
	Blog: Post 2 possible pieces key evidence and possible thesis

Quiz3: Thesis criteria
	

	4
	Tu
	Group members’ thesis statements; Text D
	How to: Quotation integration; Text D guided close-reading
	Blog: Group & Instructor responses to theses according to criteria

DB3: Full paragraph with integrated quotes 
	

	
	Th
	Re-reading of Texts A-C
	
	Paper 1 Draft
	Peer Review Assignments

Group Conference Collaborate Session Schedule

	5

	Tu
	2 Peer Review Papers (Classmates)
	Peer Review process
	Peer Reviews of Paper 1 (2 per student)

	

	
	Th
	Sample Body Paragraphs
	Revision strategies; how to read and use comments
	DB4: What are two goals I have for revision? Replies: what parts of the sample do you think might be useful to your peers?
	Paper #1: General feedback from Instructor

	6
	Tu
	Paper #1 Reflection Assignment
	How to: Reflection statements
	Paper #1 Final Due
Blog: Reflection on P#1
	

	
	Th
	Text E
	Paraphrasing, citation, and plagiarism
	DB5: Text E responses; reply to at least two peers
Quiz4: Citation and Plagiarism
	

	7
	Tu
	Paper #2 Assignment 

Text F and G
	Paper #2 Assignment
	DB6: Reponses to F and G reply to at least two peers 

	

	
	Th
	
	
	Blog: Proposed Thesis and first body paragraph
	

	8
	Tu
	Group member outlines


	Topic sentences: claims and statements
	Blog: Outlines; Group & Instructor responses to outlines


	

	
	Th
	
	
	Paper #2 Draft
	Peer Review Assignments
Group Conference Collaborate Session Schedule

	9
	Tu
	Peer review Paper #2 Drafts (2)

	
	Peer Review Paper #2 

	

	
	Th
	Text H
	Group conference meetings (BB collaborate)
	
	

	10
	Tu
	
	Drafting a strong conclusion
	Paper #2 Final Draft Due

Reflection due


	

	
	Th
	Paper #3 Assignment 

Texts I and J
	Paper #3
	DB7: critical questions about text H, I, and J respond to two with arguments/counterarguments 
	

	11
	Tu
	York College Library Site/One Search


	Databases and evaluating sources


	
	

	
	Th
	Secondary sources about text H, I, J
	On the one hand, on the other hand (responding to sources and arguments)
	Blog: Research challenges 

	

	12
	Tu
	Secondary sources
	Primary and Secondary Sources
	DB8: Discuss 2 outside sources: strengths and uses 

Quiz8: Citation
	

	
	Th
	
	
	DB8: Peer replies and suggestions re: outside sources
	

	13
	Tu
	
	
	Paper 3 Draft Due


	Peer Review Assignments

Individual Conference Collaborate Session Schedule


	
	Th
	Peer Essays (2)


	One-on-One Conferences
	Peer Reviews of Paper 3 (2 per student)
DB9: What is something I might learn/take from one of the model essays?
	

	14
	Tu
	
	One-on-One Conferences
	DB10: What have we learned? Looking back (re-open DB1)
	

	
	Th
	
	One-on-One Conferences
	Final Draft of Paper #3
	

	
	Final Exam: Date and Time TBA



1

