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Course Description
ENG 125, Composition I: Introduction to College Writing. 3 hr + 1 hr conference, 3 cr. 
This course introduces students to academic reading and writing practices and strategies through close reading, textual analysis, writing, and revision. Focusing primarily on expository, analytical, and academic texts, students develop their critical thinking skills and are introduced to the fundamentals of college-level research. Students will spend one hour per week in conferences, collaborative learning activities, or peer review.  Preq: By placement exam.
Learning Objectives
· Read and listen critically and analytically, including identifying an argument’s major assumptions and assertions and evaluating its supporting evidence. 
· Write clearly and coherently in varied academic formats (such as formal essays, research papers, and reports) using standard English and appropriate technology to critique and improve one’s own and others’ texts.
· Demonstrate research skills using appropriate technology, including gathering, evaluating, and synthesizing primary and secondary sources.
· Support a thesis with well-reasoned arguments, and communicate persuasively across a variety of contexts, purposes, audiences, and media. 
· Formulate original ideas and relate them to the ideas of others by employing the conventions of ethical attribution and citation.  
Required Texts 
This course is part of a pilot program which aims to relieve students of textbook costs by providing texts digitally to students at no cost. Readings and additional materials will be available through Blackboard. You can choose to print them or access them digitally, but make sure you have read the assigned reading before class, and have the text (hard copy or digitally) available in class. 
A number of readings for the course are available through the New York Times, which York College students have free access to. Instructions are available at http://libguides.york.cuny.edu/newyorktimes
Grading
Final grades ranging from A to F will be based upon completion of all course requirements (writing and reading assignments, class participation and attendance) and the Final Examination. The three formal papers will make up the majority of your grade, as outlined below:
1. Paper #1 with outline & drafts (3-4 pages)



20%
2. Paper #2 with outline & drafts (4-5 pages)



25%
3. Paper #3 with outline & drafts (4-5 pages)



25%
4. Annotated Bibliography for Paper #3 (3-4 sources)


10%
5. Department Final Exam





10%
6. Reading Questions & In-Class Writing



10%
Attendance Policy
Students who attend class will get the most out of the class, and missing class could mean missing an update to due dates or schedules. In-class activities, like peer review, paper conferences, and in-class writing assignments, cannot be made up outside of classtime. Please attend class regularly to avoid missing out on course content.
Classroom Courtesy
Please arrive on time and stay in the room throughout the entire class period. Walking in and out during classtime is distracting and rude to the rest of the class. Try not to do this unless there's a real need to disrupt class activity. Silence all cellphones and electronic devices when the class starts, and if you must take an emergency call, do it outside of the classroom. 
Communication
The best way to reach me is via email. I will try to respond in 24 hours; occasionally it may take a little longer. One of the first things I’d like you to do after class is to send me an email from your York College email address, to xxx@york.cuny.edu. This will get your email address in my address book, and make sure I can contact you if I need to, as well as make sure your York e-mail address is working. Blackboard generally sends emails to York College email addresses, so you will miss out on a lot if you don’t check this email address. 
If you’re having problems with an assignment, if something that I have asked you to do is unclear, or if you’re having personal issues – anything! – let me know as soon as you can, either in person, or via email. I will try my best to help you, but I can’t help you if I don't know you're having trouble.
I have open office hours, which are listed at the top of the syllabus, and you are welcome to drop by—it's best to send me an e-mail beforehand so I know you're coming. I can also schedule office hours by appointment when needed.
Information about Assignments
All papers, including rough and final drafts, must be turned in at the beginning of class on the due date. 
This is a composition class, and the majority of your grade comes from essays—which will be outlined, drafted, peer-reviewed, and revised according to peer and instructor feedback. If the thesis and outline for a paper is not turned in on the day it is due, the final paper grade will be at a penalty of -10%. If the rough draft for a paper is not turned in on the day it is due, or not peer reviewed because you didn’t bring enough copies or you didn’t come to class on time, the final paper grade will be at a penalty of -20%. These penalties stack to a maximum of -30%. 
Late assignments and missing class
I will not accept late assignments, except due to extenuating circumstances. You must tell me about any problems that you are having before the assignment is due. I do give extensions under some circumstances; I do not give extensions when they are requested after the assignment is due. I do not accept assignments for this class by e-mail without prior arrangement. If you just e-mail me the assignment without talking to me first, it's not getting graded. If you are going to miss class, you can have assignments put in my department mailbox during English department main office hours.
Format
All formal assignments (rough and final drafts) must be submitted online through Blackboard. Outlines and copies of rough drafts for peer review will need to be brought to class in hard copy. Specific paper format will be included in the paper assignments. Make sure that you save and submit your paper as a .doc, .docx, or .pdf file (preferred), an .rtf, or .odt file (dispreferred) and never as a .pages or .gdoc file (or any other file type)--I cannot open these formats and will not be able to grade assignments submitted as such.
Academic Integrity Statement
A violation of academic integrity is any instance when a student attempts to pass off someone else’s words or ideas as their own, no matter where they obtained those words or ideas, and no matter where these ideas are presented. We practice using quotation and citation in this course so you can benefit from others’ ideas, while attributing them appropriately. There is nothing wrong with representing someone else’s ideas in your work; you just have to give them credit. Additionally, there is nothing wrong with getting help on an assignment, but the final product must be predominantly the result of your own work. All academic integrity violations in this course will result in a 0 on the assignment, and/or a failing grade in the course and/or referral to the College’s Academic Integrity officer.
York College gives four definitions of types of academic integrity violation:
· Cheating: Cheating is the unauthorized use or attempted use of material, information, notes, study aids, devices or communication during an academic exercise.
· Plagiarism: Plagiarism is the act of presenting another person’s ideas, research or writings as your own.
· Obtaining Unfair Advantage: Obtaining Unfair Advantage is any activity that intentionally or unintentionally gives a student an unfair advantage in his/her academic work over another student.
· Falsification of Records and Official Documents
York College’s policies and procedures concerning academic integrity can be found here:
https://www.york.cuny.edu/academics/academic-affairs/academic-integrit

 HYPERLINK "https://www.york.cuny.edu/academics/academic-affairs/academic-integrity"
y
For more information, see Purdue University’s Online Writing Lab resource, “Avoiding Plagiarism,”  at https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/01

 HYPERLINK "https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/01/"
/ 
York College Resources

Center for Students with Disabilities: https://www.york.cuny.edu/csd
· AC-1G02 

· csd@york.cuny.edu

· (718) 262-2191

Students with disabilities may contact this office to learn about and gain access to resources available to them to ensure that they have equal access to programs, activities, and services.

Collaborative Learning Center https://www.york.cuny.edu/collaborative-learning-center
· AC-1C18

· clc@york.cuny.edu

· (718)262-2303 or (718) 262-2494

The Collaborative Learning Center assists students with writing skills and offers scheduled tutoring, drop-in tutoring, as well as workshops.

Counseling Center: https://www.york.cuny.edu/counseling-center

· AC-1G03

· (718) 262-2297 or (718) 262-2272

The Center provides psychological as well as educational counseling for a range of academic problems, relationship issues, family problems, and other personal concerns.

Computers with word processing software, Internet access, and printing facilities are available in these locations:

· Library: https://www.york.cuny.edu/library 

· 3rd floor, next to the Reference Desk near the Main Entrance.

· Computer Labs: https://www.york.cuny.edu/ctlet/for-faculty/labs 

· Classroom Building, CL-201a.

Class Schedule
	Wk.
	Date
	Reading (to be done before class)
	Assigned
	Due
	In-class

	1

	M 8/28
	
	RQ1: Alexander, “The New Jim Crow,” Introduction
	
	Introduction/

Syllabus

What is this class for?

	
	W

8/30
	Alexander, “The New Jim Crow,” Introduction
	RQ2: Alexander, “The New Jim Crow,” Ch. 1
	RQ1
	Discussion of Alexander / Intro

	2
	M
9/4
	Labor Day – College Closed

	
	W
9/6
	Alexander, “The New Jim Crow,” Chapter 1
	
	RQ2
	Discussion of Alexander / Ch. 1

	3
	M 9/11
	Coates, “The Black Family in the Age of Incarceration”
	RQ3: Coates

Paper #1: Mass Incarceration in the US

(assigned)
	RQ2
	Discussion of Coates

Thesis basics



	
	W 9/13

	Anyabwile, “A Call for Hope in the Age of Mass Incarceration”
	
	RQ3: Coates
	Discussion of Anyabwile

MLA citation: The basics

	4
	M 9/18
	
	
	Paper #1 Outline/Thesis due (bring to class for discussion)
	Thesis and outline workshop

Computer lab session (tentative)

	
	W 9/20
	No classes at York College

	5

	M
9/25
	
	RQ4: Anzaldúa & Tan
	Paper #1 rough draft due (bring three hard copies for peer review)
	In-class peer-review, Paper #1
Conference scheduling

	
	W 9/27
	Anzaldúa, “How to Tame a Wild Tongue”, & Tan, “Mother Tongue”
(on Blackboard)

	
	RQ4: Anzaldúa & Tan
	Discussion of Anzaldúa and Tan

	6
	M
10/2
	
	RQ5: Baldwin & Coates
	Paper #1 draft back

	Paper #1 Conferences

	
	W 10/4
	Baldwin, “If Black English Isn’t A Language, Then Tell Me, What is?” & Coates, “Acting French”
	
	RQ5
	Discussion of Baldwin and Coates

	Wk.
	Date
	Reading (to be done before class)
	Assigned
	Due
	In-class

	7
	M 10/9
	No classes at York College

	
	W
10/11
	Alim & Smitherman, “Obama’s English”
	Assignment: Find one original source
	Paper 1 Final Draft (Blackboard)
	Sources and Citations / Discussion of Alim & Smitherman

	8
	M 10/16
	
	
	Paper #2 Outline/Thesis due (bring to class for discussion)
	Thesis/Outline workshop

	
	W 10/18
	
	
	
	Computer lab session (tentative)

	9
	M 10/23
	
	
	Paper #2 rough draft due  (bring three copies for peer review)
	In-class peer review, paper #2

	
	W 10/25
	
	
	
	Writing workshop

	10
	M
10/30
	
	
	Paper #2 draft back

	Paper #2 Conferences

	
	W
11/1
	
	
	
	Style workshop: sentence structure & writing for your audience

	11
	M 11/6
	Plato, “Allegory of the Cave” (Blackboard)
	Annotated bibliography and Paper #3 assigned
	Paper #2 final draft due
	Finding and evaluating sources

Plato discussion

	
	W 11/8
	
	
	
	Writing an annotated bibliography entry

Evaluating sources


	12
	M 11/13
	Sydell, “We Tracked Down a Fake News Creator in the Suburbs”
& Davis “Fake or Real? How to Self-Check the News”
	
	Annotated Bibliography due
	Sydell & Davis discussion


	
	W 11/15
	Roth, “The Answer Factory”

	
	
	Roth discussion

	Wk.
	Date
	Reading (to be done before class)
	Assigned
	Due
	In-class

	13
	M 11/20
	Streitfeld, “For Fact-Checking Website Snopes, A Bigger Role Brings More Attacks”
	
	Paper #3 thesis and outline due (bring to class)
	Thesis and outline discussion


	
	W 11/22
	
	
	
	Computer lab session (tentative)

	14
	M 11/27
	TBA
	
	Paper #3 rough draft due (bring four copies)
	In-class peer review, Paper #3



	
	W 11/29
	
	
	
	Writing skills workshop

	15
	M
12/4
	TBA
	
	Paper #3 draft back
	Paper #3 Conferences

	
	W
12/6
	
	
	
	Computer lab session (tentative)

	16
	M
12/11
	
	
	Paper #3 final draft due
	Discussion of final exam

	
	Final Exam: Date and Time TBA



1

