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Humanities 250 QR (59661): The Italian Experience in the United States

A study of the historical, political, literary and artistic experiences and achievements of Italian immigrants and their descendants in the United States. Music, cinema, language, and other issues of ethnic identity will be explored. This course is a Writing Intensive Course.
All required course materials are listed on the syllabus and should be entered into the the York Online Bookstore (ideally, one month prior to the start of the course).
Required Books, Readings, and Videos:

The following books are available in the York College Bookstore or you can order them online from the publisher or through any agent such as Amazon:

DiDonato, Pietro. Christ in Concrete. New York: Signet Classics, 1993. Centennial Edition.
Tamburri, Anthony, ed. Meditations on Identity: Meditazioni Su Identità. New York: Bordighera Press, 2014.

Tamburri, Anthony, Paul Giordano, and Fred L. Gardaphe, eds. From the Margin: Writings in Italian Americana. W. Lafayette, IN: Purdue University Press, 2000.  Revised Edition.

Readings:

· Excerpt from Umbertina, Helen Barolini
· “This Is What I Remember,” Michael Carosone  

· “Guido: A Generational Rebellion,” D. Chirico

· “Being White, Feeling Black, Acting Out: Identity Development Among Italian American Youth,” D. Chirico
Videos:
· Italics: The State of Italian American Studies https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6aRSP6_aK-o
· The Italian Americans, Part 2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SEbuIE9oTVA
· Italics: Geoseffi and Barolini
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bdd1JKfAFo8&index=9&list=PL00F162C9CDA64305
· Vito Marcantonio: Synopsis of a Large Life https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OCkp3U3ZIAc
· Robert Ragone as Vito Marcantonio: The Korean Speech
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WE7i7l-0NAw
· Poetry Clips
Italian American Ranchers and Cowboy Poets, 8:44-25:20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bokwGHbaq8w
George Guida at Poet’s Hall
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kVZqtYk2UoE
Maria Lisella, Open Mic Gypsy
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mfwY8zLHRkA
· The Godfather Clips
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OIBpHO1gZgQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1CDlBLvc3YE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d30Y0n1nDH4 (Ignore the subtitles on this one.)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ubT-Bm36L2U
All readings and videos provided by the instructor are available in Blackboard.
The course objectives should reflect what was submitted when the course was created; if the course is part of Pathways, those objectives can be listed, however, since those are assumed, objectives can be exclusive to the specific course for brevity.
Course Objectives: The objectives for this course include that by the conclusion of the term’s work, a student will:

· Be acquainted with facts, events, and people relating to the Italian/American experience;
· Understand the similarities and difference between the Italian/American immigrant experience versus other immigrant groups;

· Understand the impact of the Italian culture in the United States;

· Understand the central place of ethnic identity in psychological development;

· Use the Internet as a resource for research on all aspects of this course;
· Use and cite bibliographies and other research tools in APA or MLA style.
The following section is optional, but helpful for students.
Being an Active Class Member: We each have roles in this course that will facilitate our understanding of the Italian Experience in the United States. My role is to aid you by elaborating on the concepts and principles inherent to the topic. Your role is to be prepared. You are required to have completed the assigned material (readings or media) before face-to-face meetings. No written work can replace missed class time, since many class meetings will be organized around interactive use of the Internet and other media. You are expected to contribute to each class session by arriving on time, being attentive, participating in the class discussion, and being respectful to your fellow classmates. In addition to arriving on time, students are expected to stay the whole class period. As arriving late or leaving early is disruptive.  If a situation arises that consistently causes you to be late or absent, please contact me.  It is always helpful to get a classmates’ contact information and be able to contact a classmate, especially if you have been absent.

Students are encouraged to ask questions. The only wrong question is an unasked question if asking that question would have improved your understanding. I will attempt to answer all student questions during lecture except when it is apparent that the student has not read the material. I am also available during office hours, via e-mail and by appointment.
The syllabus needs to include how the grade will be assessed, including the college grading policy and how assignments are weighted towards the final grade. (Advice: Keep this simple!).
Course Obligations
Assignments this semester will be in a variety of modalities. All written work must conform to the guidelines of the most recent edition of the APA or MLA handbook. (Such as using double spacing, 12 point font, and 1" margins). Students are strongly urged to back up all work on a second disk. Plan to print out your assignments at least the day prior to the due date. Technological problems at the computer labs are not valid reasons for handing work in late. Assignments done via Blackboard must be completed in the time frame listed and the format requested.
There are three requirements to be met for successful course completion.
1.  In-Class Assessment: There will be 2 examinations, a midterm and a final.  Your examination scores count toward 42 points toward your final grade (see Grading below). Each test will include the materials covered prior to it.  The final examination is, therefore, not cumulative.  The precise format and content of the examination will be gone over in class.

2.  Analysis Papers: During the semester you are required to participate in two scholarly and/or cultural events related to the content of the course. You will receive a separate handout providing greater detail, listing numerous suggestions and what is expected for these papers. Your papers will be worth 30 points toward your final grade. You will have the opportunity to submit a preliminary draft and receive feedback before submitting the final draft that will be graded. The final submission of each paper should not exceed five typed pages and must follow the Project Guidelines.

3.  Online Assignments: Again, this is a hybrid course offering. The online component will consist of various media that will require a response from you. These assignments are described in detail below following the course syllabus. The online component is worth 26 points toward your final grade.
Grading
York College Grading Equivalents

A+ = 97.0-100

B+ = 87.0-89.9

C+ = 77.0-79.9

D+ = 67.0-69.9

A   = 93.0-96.9

B   = 83.0-86.9

C   = 73.0-76.9

D   = 60.0-66.9

A-  = 90.0-92.9

B-  = 80.0-82.9

C-  = 70.0-72.9

F   = 66.8 and lower
The complete York College Grading Policies can be accessed at: https://www.york.cuny.edu/academics/policies/grading-policies
Your final grade will be calculated as follows:

Midterm




22 points
Reflections Papers 
(2)


30 points (15 points each)
Discussion Board submission (4)

16 points (4 points each)
Tenement Museum Assignment

10 points

Final exam 




20 points
Online Student Evaluation

             2 points





         100 points
Factors such as excessive absences, lateness to class, leaving class early, late submission of assignments, cell phone use and other disruptive behaviors will be counted against your final grade.
The syllabus needs to include policy statements related to the course, such as online/hybrid or WI, and those related to college policies that address student rights such as academic integrity.
Hybrid Statement: This is a hybrid course that blends face-to-face classroom instruction with online instruction.  Approximately two thirds of the instructional hours will take place as face-to-face class time and one third will take place online through Blackboard. You should be prepared to devote the time and effort necessary to complete the work assigned for the hybrid experience (outside of the class meeting time). The online component will include formal writing in response to specific assignments and informal responses to questions raised about the course material or in response to a reading or some other medium. Details for the assignments and due dates are listed in this document. In Blackboard, when you choose “Help” in the left sidebar, this will take you to the numerous resources available at York to assist you for online and hybrid courses.

Writing Intensive (WI) Statement: Lower division WI courses are subject-area courses that build on foundational writing courses such as English 125, to practice and extend skills in reading, critical thinking, and writing by incorporating guided writing assignments. This course includes formal written work (the analysis papers). These will follow the steps of the writing process, including drafting, revision, feedback and editing. The syllabus indicates due dates for formal assignments including drafts. There will also be written work in form of online submissions.
College/Classroom Policies and Student Services
Assignments due or tests to be taken on the date of an absence will only be accepted later with the previous permission of the instructor. I ask that you e-mail or call me to before class begins. If you are absent on a date when an assignment is due, you must be submit the work via e-mail within forty-eight hours of the due date.  Be aware that other factors will also influence your final grade for the semester such as attendance, timeliness of assignment submission and timely arrival to class sessions. There are numerous college policies about which you should be aware.  These policies are posted on Blackboard and you can read about them in the York College Bulletin.
· Policy on Academic Integrity: https://www.york.cuny.edu/academics/academic-affairs/academic-integrity
· Policy on accommodations for disabled students: https://www.york.cuny.edu/student-development/csd
There are a variety of resources on campus to assist you personally, professionally, and academically. Most services are offered through Student Development. You can access this information on the York website: https://www.york.cuny.edu/student-development. 
Instructor Information 
My office is located in AC-2H07c. If you need to contact me, I prefer you e-mail me at DChirico@york.cuny.edu. If you need to speak with me, my telephone number is 718 262 2687. When you leave a message and want me to return your call, please leave a phone number or numbers and several different times when you can be reached. My office hours are for this course are 5:45 to 6:20 on Thursdays or by appointment.
Syllabus:
This is a hybrid class; meeting dates below in black are for face-to-face sessions.  Be careful to check the assignment due dates for the online component of the course listed below in blue.  The requirements for all assignments are specified below.
	DATE
	TOPIC
	ASSIGNED MATERIAL


	February
	
	

	4
	Introduction to the course including objectives, requirements, format and review of course readings.  

What is Italian American?
	Video: The State of Italian American Studies
Posted in the Assignment area of Blackboard

	8
	“I am Italian American, 
who are you?” Assignment Due
	See the Discussion Board area of Blackboard

From the Margin: 

pages 1-11 (Introduction)

	11
	The Immigrant Experience, 

Pre World War II 
	Christ in Concrete, Geremio
From the Margin: 
pages 305-313 (Mulas)

	17
	Christ in Concrete, “Job” 
Assignment Due
	See the Discussion Board area of Blackboard


	18
	The Immigrant Experience, 

Post World War II
	From the Margin: 

pages 20-28 (Gioseffi);
pages 89-92 (Gillan)

Video: The Italian Americans, Part 2, Becoming Americans

	25
	The Immigrant Experience,
Current views
	From the Margin: 

pages 394-416 (Casillo)

	March
	
	

	2
	Tenement Museum Assignment Due
	See the Discussion Board area of Blackboard
Christ in Concrete, Tenement

	3
10 
	Identity in America and Ethnicity in a Multi-cultural Society: 

Overview and Race

Guest Lecturer: Dr. James Como,

“The KKK and Italian Migration: 

An Anecdote”

	“Guido: A Generational Rebellion” 
(posted in Blackboard)
“Being White, Feeling Black, Acting Out: Identity “Development Among Italian American Youth”
(posted in Blackboard)

	10
	Analysis Paper 1 – Draft Due

	

	17
	Identity in America and Ethnicity in a Multi-cultural Society: Gender 


	Umbertina
(posted in Blackboard)

From the Margin, pages 355-371 (Tamburri)

Video: Goseffi and Barolini

	24
	Midterm Examination
	

	31
	Identity in America and Ethnicity in a Multi-cultural Society: LGBTQ 


	“This Is What I Remember”
(posted in Blackboard)

Meditations on Identity: Meditazioni Su Identità, pages 66-109

	31
	Analysis Paper 1 –  Due

	

	April
	
	

	7
	There will be no face-to-face session. You can use this time to complete the online assignment.

 “The Poetry of Identity” Assignment Due
	See the Discussion Board area of Blackboard

	14
	Guest Lecturer: Mr. Gil Fagiani,

“The Influence of Vito Marcantonio on New York City Politics”
	Selected speeches of Vito Marcantonio

	21
	The Fabric of Italian American Culture: Family, Religion, and Food
	From the Margin: pages 50-58 (Ardizzone) 

	28
	Spring break – No classes
	

	May
	
	

	1
	Analysis Paper 2 – Draft Due

	

	5
	The Problem of the Mafia
	Video: The Godfather, excerpts 
Posted in the Assignment area of Blackboard

	11
	“Closing Impressions” Assignment Due
	See the Discussion Board area of Blackboard

	12
	Analysis Paper 2 – Due

	

	12
	Closing Impressions and Discussion

	Finish Christ in Concrete, Fiesta and Annunziata


	TBD
	Final Examination
	


Online Schedule of Assignments
1.  The State of Italian American Studies
This video presentation was originally broadcast on ITALICS: Television for the Italian-American Experience, and provides an overview regarding the concerns facing Italian American Studies.     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6aRSP6_aK-o
2. Introducing Yourself via the Discussion Board:  Due February 8

You are now part of the Italian Experience in the United States course even though you may not have any connections to being Italian American. I do consider myself an American of Italian heritage. All of my grandparents were born in Italy, yet once they emigrated to the United States, those roots were cut. I did not grow up hearing very much Italian spoken and I was not taught Italian. It was as a young adult taking a course like this where I came to learn about and appreciate my heritage. 

So, how do you identify with regard to ethnicity? Tell us who you are and why you feel attached or detached from your country of origin or ethnic roots. 

In reply, on the link in the Discussion Board area of Blackboard:

1. Post your response (using 50 words or more).

2. React/response to at least one post of another class member.
You post is due by February 8th, replies to the posts of others are due by February 10th, so that we can discuss further in class on February 11th.
3.  Christ in Concrete, Job:  Due February 17
Read the section titled, “Job,” then in reply, on the link in the Discussion Board provide a brief reaction to this reading as specified in the Discussion Board description. Your reply should be a minimum of 100 words.

4. Tenement Museum Assignment:  Due March 2
Go to the website for the Tenement Museum, https://www.tenement.org, and choose “Play” from the menu bar. First take the “Virtual Tour” and then choose the “Immigration Game.”  After viewing the introduction, click on the red hand and “Make your immigrant life.”  Proceed through all of the steps including identity, set sail, Ellis Island, 87 Orchard Street, Make a Life and Write a Letter. Be sure to follow all the steps and complete all parts of the Immigration Game. Once you have completed the assignment, you will post your results and reflections in the online discussion.

If you prefer, you can also go to the Tenement Museum and take one of their live tours. The same requirement applies, to post your reflections in the online discussion. Note that if you choose this option, the cost for students with a valid college ID is $20.00.
5. The Poetry of Identity:  Due April 7
You are to watch the following presentations.

· Italian Cowboy Poetry: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bokwGHbaq8w
(beginning at 8:32 until the end of the segment)
· Maria Lisella: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tJ9o2FLSIdQ
(watch 1:01-3:27, and then 7:48-9:24)

· George Guida: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kVZqtYk2UoE
(watch 9:12-11:25, be advised that this segment contains adult language)

And, choose at least three (3) poems in From the Margin.
Your assignment has two parts. Part One is to find or write a poem about your identity. This is a creative approach to the “Who are you?” question posed earlier in the semester.  You have the option of posting your written work in the Discussion Board or you can make a video of yourself reading the poem and upload it to Blackboard. (You will receive instructions on how to do this.) Part two is write a reflection about the poems you have watched and read.  What do these poems have to say about identity? Your reflection must be a minimum of 200 words and will be posted in the Discussion Board section on Blackboard.
6. Closing Impressions:  Due May 11
We have now spent a semester exploring the Italian Experience in the United States. How has this influenced your thinking about Italian Americans? Include in your answer some aspect of this course that contributed to your understanding of Italian Americans. Your reflection must be a minimum of 100 words and will be posted in the Discussion Board section on Blackboard.
Note that this syllabus may be amended as the semester progresses. 
The revised syllabus will be posted on Blackboard and notification will be sent.
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