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2nd Annual Research Day Brings Out Best Of

York

Undergraduate research
at York is no longer the
sole province of chemis-
try and biology, as the
Second Annual Under-
graduate Research Day
at York College recently
proved.

The event, themed
“The Future is Now,”
was held on April 14",
and hacked a swath
across the disciplines to
reveal research results
from  Performing and
Fine Arts, Behavioral
Sciences to Aviation and
Communications Tech-
nology, as students with
support from their men-
tors across the disci-
plines now lay claim to
this essential part of the
higher education experi-
ence.

Daryl Ramai, for ex-
ample, a Chemistry ma-
jor and FDA intern, was
among the more prolific
presenters  displaying
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Dr. Rishi Nath, Director of
the Office of Undergradu-
ate Research, welcoming
students, faculty and guests

four posters on as many
topics; among them, the
Salmonella Bacterium: A
perspective; Active- Site
Directed Inhibition of
Protein Tyrosine Phos-
phatase by Phenylepoxy-
sulfone; and Global
Impact Lab: Reducing
barriers to prevent
childhood blindness in
Accra, Ghana. The last
one will take Ramai to
Ghana for two months
over the summer break
this year as a volunteer
and researcher along
with students from Yale
and other universities.

Gerardine Rodriguez,
a student in Dr. Deb
Chakravarti’s chemistry
class, presented on the
effects of the ubiquitous
children’s drug, Ritalin.

“Children need to be
free to be themselves
naturally,” she said.
“But they give them
Ritalin to make them
‘focus.” This drug has
also been abused by
some college stu-
dents ...”

Rodriguez conducted
her research with the aid
of data base, journals,
research websites and
visits to pharmacists.

At last year’s event,
Ani Vigani, a Fine Arts
major with an Italian
minor, demonstrated on
posters how he uses the
works of the masters to
form and inform his own
works. This year he was
back to show how he

cont.’d on p.7

Another Salk Scholar for York

York College is once
again celebrating the
awarding of a Salk
Scholarship to a graduat-
ing senior.

K Over the course of its

40 years of graduating
students, York College
has raked up almost 30
Salk Scholars and just
added another one.
Dmitri  Serjanov, a

biotechnology major
mentored by Dr. Lewis
Levinger, recently re-
ceived word that he had
been granted a Salk

cont.’d on p.9
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Provost Griffith (r.)
and Dr. Ashton

The Trickster in Pop Culture and Politics

Dr. William Ashton’s
Provost Lecture on
April 28th, The Trick-
ster in Pop Culture and
Politics, alternatively
titled, Deception and
Detection: Synchronic-
ity, War, Politics and
the Big Lebowski, was
an intriguing oral and
media presentation.

It wove Jungian psy-
chology, including a
discussion on Jungian
archetypes (such as
mother, father, hero,
villain, etc.), the
Jungian concept of
“synchronicity,” Greek
mythology, and Ameri-
can culture, media, and
politics and deception.
Ashton analyzed the
Coen brothers’ movie
The Big Lebowski and
the popularity of cult-
like Lebowski Fests
from the perspective of
Jungian theory and ar-
chetypes to explore its
cultural appeal for
American and interna-
tional fans.

However a major fo-
cus of the presentation
was the enduring figure
and roles of the
“Trickster” in myth,
literature, media, and in
politics. ~ The arche-

Provost Lecture Series

typal, clever
“Trickster” was de-
scribed as a chameleon-
like figure or protago-
nist, in myths and sto-
ries across cultures, of-
ten caught in his own
machinations, decep-
tions and ‘“tricks,” but
who is an ultimate sur-
vivor. This engaging
presentation  walked
Provost Lecture partici-
pants back in time to
the trickster god Her-
mes, the antics of Brler
Rabbit and Bugs
Bunny, and the success-
ful film and television
dualities of comedian
partners, including Ab-
bott and Costello and
Jerry  Seinfeld and
George Costanza.

After taking the audi-
ence on a philosophical
and historical explora-
tion of Jungian theory,
Ashton focused on the
Big Lebowski and the
central characters “the
Dude” and Walter,
bringing each to life
with video clips to de-
pict their out of control
behaviors and the
film’s use of profanity
and violence to break
boundaries and com-
mon decency, central to

~

the behavior of the ar-
chetypal “Trickster.”
Ashton proposed that
The Big Lebowski re-
sponded at least in part
to the 1990-1991 Gulf
War and protests war in
general, using “the
Dude’s” references to
anti-war protest groups
and supporting aca-
demic writings to sub-
stantiate this thesis. He

provocatively con-
cluded by applying
Jung’s concept of

“synchronicity,” seem-
ing coincidental rela-
tionships between
acausal events as one
way to understand The
Big Lebowski and its
current popularity.
While art often re-

flects and anticipates
cultural change,
Ashton’s  presentation

posed several questions
taking this view one
step further. He asked
whether The Big Le-
bowski anticipated the
future deceptions un-
derpinning the Iraq
War, if the concept of
“synchronicity” can
explain the
“coincidence” of Presi-
dent Bush’s signing the

cont.’d on p.y
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Geology Senior wins LSAMP Award

Coreyn Goddard is a ge-
ology senior in the De-
partment of Earth and
Physical Sciences and has
already participated in
national and international
conferences as a primary
presenter and co-author of
various posters and ab-
stracts.

For the last two years,
she has been conducting
research on the geochemi-
cal cycle of trace metals
in the natural environ-
ment under the guidance
of Dr. Ratan Dhar
(Assistant Professor of
Earth and Physical Sci-
ences). Her special focus
has been on arsenic and
phosphate  geochemistry
in natural water and sedi-
ments. Coreyn’s research

to draw scientists’ atten-
tion from different uni-
versities across the coun-
try such as Dr. Chris
Gammons (Professor of
Dept. of Geological Engi-
neering, Montana Tech,
The University of Mon-
tana).

Coreyn is scheduled to
present her on-going re-
search in CUNY-wide
conference “FEinsteins in
the City” at City College
of CUNY, on April 14-
15. Her research was also
accepted for an oral pres-
entation at Mount Sinai
University New York on
May 7, 2011.

Currently, she is the
recipient of the highest
level scholarship awarded
to her by the LSAMP
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in earth system science.
President Marcia Keizs,
of York College, in her
congratulation letter to
Coreyn, thanked her for
bringing the esteem of
this scholarship to York.
Her advisor, Dr. Ratan
Kumar Dhar, Assistant
Professor of Earth and
Physical Sciences, men-
tioned  that  Coreyn
brought great honor for
York to be selected for
this prestigious award.
He cites her motivation
and praises her for enthu-
siastic response to chal-
lenge and responsibility.
Dr. Dhar also states
that he was impressed to
see Coreyn’s tenacity to
complete the work be-
yond her scheduled hours

was published and pre- (Louis Stokes Alliance for research. She is de-
sented at GSA for Minority Participa- scribed as “well posi-
(Geological Society of tion). The award of tioned” to become leader
America) international $4,000 is designed to help  in the area of environ-
meeting at Denver, Colo- improve her skills in geo-  mental geosciences.

rado in November 2010. sciences and continue her

Her research was able

post-baccalaureate studies
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Coreyn Goddard

President Keizs honoring Bor-
ough of Queens President
Helen M. Marshall (l.) during
the 2011 Annual Fundraising
event at York College

The Three Mo’ Divas
graced the 2011 Annual
Fundraising event with
their performance (r.).
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Kasie
Simone Townsend, Janu-

L.-r.: Okeya,

arie Scorsese-Vazquez,
Toya Mobley
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Students Present at Northeast Undergraduate
Research Organization for Neuroscience/Hunter
College Psychology Conference

by Beth Rosenthal

On April 10, 2011, four
York College students
participated in the North-
east Undergraduate Re-
search Organization for
Neuroscience/Hunter
College Psychology Con-
vention. The Convention
was extremely well at-
tended with individuals
hailing from colleges and
universities all over the
NY metropolitan region
and beyond.

The York students, who
participated under the
mentorship of Dr. Beth
Rosenthal, were from two
disciplines; the students
and their respective disci-
plines are: Toya Mobley,

Kasie Okeya, Januarie
Scorsese-Vazquez
(Sociology), Simone

Townsend (Social Work).
The students were en-
rolled in a Sociology in-
dependent study course
with Dr. Rosenthal. Also
in attendance at the Con-
ference were several York
students in Dr. Rosen-
thal’s Research Methods
course — both to support
their fellow students and
to see their classroom
knowledge applied to
“real life” research.

The students’ presenta-
tion was titled, “The Re-
lationship between Ra-

cial/Ethnic  Discrimina-
tion and Upper Respira-
tory Infections.” The stu-
dents tested their hy-
pothesis among older
adolescents who are di-
verse in terms of race/
ethnicity, socioeconomic
status, family structure,
immigrant status, and
country of origin. They
found that their hypothe-
sis was supported, i.e., the
more racial/ethnic  dis-
crimination an individual
perceived he or she had
experienced (during the
high school years), the
more that individual was
likely to report upper res-
piratory tract infections
(URD).

Additional findings in-
cluded the relatively low
level of perceived racial/
ethnic discrimination and
the relatively low level of
URI symptoms. Implica-
tions called for the need
to reduce discrimination
in society and to screen
adolescents reporting URI
symptoms for racial/
ethnic  discrimination.
The students built on this
research for their poster
presentation at York’s
Undergraduate Research
Day by testing for gender
differences in the rela-
tionship between racial/

ethnic discrimination and
URI, in racial/ethnic dis-
crimination, and in URI
symptoms.

Comments from the
student panelists and at-
tendees reflect the posi-
tive impact of the experi-
ence on them. Students
said that the Conference
provided an “excellent
opportunity”, and that it
was an ‘“eye opener,”’
“enlightening,” a “good
educational experience,”
an ‘“excellent learning
experience,” and “helpful
for graduate level re-
search.” It showed them
that “team work can be
hard but people can help
each other out”; “my
group gave me the confi-
dence I needed to pre-
sent.”

It also caused one stu-
dent to “... see the need
for all Social and Behav-
ioral Science students to
do undergraduate re-
search.” Others stated, “I
had no idea people this
young could do such
good research ... 1
thought if they could do
it, [ could do it.” “Events
such as these should be
available for all students.”

/
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York College/CUNY
mourns the passing of
Professor Kenneth
Gaither Adams, Chair and
Professor of the Perform-
ing and Fine Arts Depart-
ment, who died at home
in Fresh Meadows,
Queens on Wednesday,
April 20" after a brief
illness.

Professor Adams who
started teaching at York
as an adjunct in 1971,
earned a Bachelor of Mu-
sic Education from How-
ard University in Wash-
ington, D.C. (1968) and a
Master of Music in clari-
net from Manhattan
School of Music in New
York (1970).

As a musician playing
the flute, clarinet, piccolo
and saxophone, Adams
was a member of the or-
chestra in numerous

Julia Young, a June
2011 graduate earning her
B.S. in Community
Health Education major,
with a minor in Psychol-
ogy, is on her way to Law
School.

Three Law School ac-
ceptance letters in-hand,
Ms. Young is seriously
considering Charlotte
School of Law, located in
North Carolina. The re-
cipient of a Merit Schol-
arship, Julia plans to pur-
sue a Juris Doctor (JD)

along with a Masters in
leic Health (MPH).

In Memoriam — Ken Adams

Broadway musicals in-
cluding: Guys and Dolls,
Man of La Mancha,
Cabaret, Ain’t Misbe-
havin’, A Chorus Line,
Peter Pan, Phantom of
the Opera, Jelly’s Last
Jam, and most recently,
Finian’s Rainbow (2009).

He was also a member
of the orchestra with the
New York City Ballet,
the Brooklyn Philhar-
monic, the New York
Virtuosi, the Dance Thea-
tre of Harlem and the
Black Repertory Ensem-
ble of Chicago.

As a successful instru-
mentalist and conductor
in both commercial and
classical music, Ken re-
corded with such artists
as Luther Vandross and
Mary J. Blige, and played
in numerous commercials
and film sound tracks

In summer 2010, Julia
interned for Senator Mal-
colm Smith. This spring,
she completed her major
fieldwork requirements
interning at York’s
Health Promotion Center
(see photo right, of the
Health Fair, April 6,
2011).

While studying here at
York College, Ms. Young
likens the Department of
Health, Physical Educa-
tion and Gerontology as
her “second home” and
credits Professors Lane,
Marks, Brodsky and Bar-
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including television spe-
cials like the Black Enter-
prise Awards, Christmas
in Washington, and the
1997 Inaugural Gala for
former President Clinton.

Ken brought his ex-
traordinary experience in
performance, conducting,
and musicianship to York
College where he taught
the full- range of music
courses to our students
since 1971.

“We are deeply appre-
ciative of his professional
contribution to our stu-
dents and our institution,”
said Dr. Marcia V. Keizs,
president of York. His
calm, discipline, and bal-
ance will be sorely
missed. We extend our
deepest sympathies to his
wife Velma, son Mark
and grand-daughter Mar-
leigh.

Community Health grad Law School-bound

ley, who always had their
doors open to students, to
listen non-judgmentally
and provide information,
with making her studies
relevant.

Julia reflects that,
“After each class I left
feeling that I had to an-
swer, ‘What can health
educators do to evoke
change?” For me, the
answer is the study of
law. As a member of Al-
pha Kappa Alpha Soror-
ity, I am pledged to strive
for excellence one step at
atime.”

Prof. Ken Adams

1“'.'" < ;
Julia Young
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Hires Dean

The exhaustive search
for a permanent dean
has concluded and Dr.
Alfred Ngome Ntoko is
now Dean designate of
the School of Business
and Information Sys-
tems (SBIS) at York
College.

Dr. Alfred Ntoko

Dr. Ntoko was most
recently Dean of the
College of Business and
Public Administration
at Kean University, in
Union, New Jersey,
where he has taught
graduate and under-
graduate courses in Fi-
nancial Management,
Global Investments
Analysis  Derivatives,
Multinational Financial
Management, Manage-
rial Economics and
Statics.

At his three previous
institutions, Dr. Ntoko
has raised a combined
figure of almost two
million dollars in sup-
port of student scholar-
ships, faculty develop-

N

ment and other projects.

Ntoko, who will suc-
ceed Dr. Harry Rosen —
who will return to his
home institution, at Ba-
ruch College following
his two-year tenure as
Acting Dean at SBIS —
has had a long and im-
pressive career in aca-
demia.

In addition to his ten-
ure at Kean University,
Ntoko has also been
Dean of the College of
Business at Texas
A&M  University-
Texarkana, Texas, and
chair of the Department
of Accounting, Finance
and Law at the School
of Business (among
other titles), State Uni-
versity of New York
(SUNY), Oswego.

While at Kean, Ntoko
has also developed part-
nerships between his
university and three
institutions in China for
their students to com-
plete the B.S. degree at
Kean University. He
also travelled to Gam-
bia in 2000 on a Cana-
dian grant to work on
curriculum  develop-
ment for the new Uni-
versity of Gambia.

At Oswego, he devel-
oped, along with a col-
league, the Oswego/
Budapest Finance Pro-

gram in partnership
with IBS Budapest, to
offer the Oswego fi-
nance curriculum to
students at International
Business School (IBS)
in Budapest, Hungary.
Under terms of the pro-
gram, students would
use the Oswego pro-
gram at their home
campus for three years
then spend a year at the
Oswego campus and
obtain the Oswego de-

gree.
For the immediate
future, however, Dr.

Ntoko sees a partner-
ship between York and
the local community as
an important place to
start.

“It is important that
we develop a footprint
in the community as it
regards to economic
development,” he says.
“The community needs
to know that the college
has an inventory of
skills to build partner-
ships with local enter-
prises.”

But although Ntoko’s
will launch his York
tenure locally this sum-
mer, his overall cur-
riculum vision is set on
thinking globally.

“It is important that
the curriculum be con-
gruent with global

~

School of Business and Information Systems

needs,” he says. “They
(students upon gradua-
tion) will be competing
globally, not locally.
We have to make sure
that they’ll have the
wherewithal to compete
globally. The President
and the Provost have
high expectations of the
School.”

Ntoko concedes that
“there is work to be
done” to make the
School of Business and
Information  Systems
competitive and the
Provost sees the Ntoko
selection as one of
promise.

“Dr. Alfred Ntoko
brings a wealth of prior
decanal experience and
a track record of pro-
grammatic and fund-
and friend-raising ac-
complishments that
stand to make him an
outstanding addition to
our leadership team,”
said Dr. Ivelaw Lloyd
Griffih, Provost and
Senior Vice President
for Academic Affairs.
“Moreover, he has the
scholarly credibility
and disposition to fa-
cilitate enhancement of
the scholarly productiv-
ity in the School. Thus,
I look forward to Dr.
Ntoko being an exem-

cont.’d on py
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uses his own abstrac-
tions to create shapes
that make sense; like a
painting of a guitar
formed out of swirls and
curly cues he had been
creating.

Vigani credits Profes-
sor Nina Buxenbaum,
whose own prolific crea-
tions are also influenced
by old masters, with be-
ing an important mentor.
The Albanian-born stu-
dent says York has been
good for his career goals
and plans to start an art
club at York to raise the
profile of the program.

“People will know you
can be creative at York,”
he promised. “York has
never had an art club.
When I first came here 1
didn’t even know there
was an art program.”

But the research in his
Art major is not Vigani’s
only interest. In a nod to
his Italian minor, he also
presented a poster on
marketing strategy in the
food industry.

The budding Renais-
sance man demonstrates
that there are many prod-
ucts in supermarkets that
purport by imagery and
name to be Italian when
closer inspection reveals
that they are not.

According to Vigani,
products such as Pro-
gresso Soup and Di-
Giorno, a popular frozen
pizza, are neither from
Italy nor made by Italian

Qmeticans.
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Students and faculty where intensely engaged in the discus-
sion of various research projects conducted by students

“They use visual signi-
fiers,” said Vigani.
“They wuse Italian-
sounding names, the col-
ors of the Italian flag
(red, green and white),
and names as their mar-
keting strategy. It’s
sound and imagery.
They’re not breaking the
law; but it is mislead-

ing.”
Aviation Management
majors Shivanand

Sooknanan and Todunbo
Adeshina, ably mentored
by Dr. Rahnuma Ahsan,
presented on the “Effects
of Natural Disasters and
Terrorist Attacks on the
Airline Industry.”

The duo examined the
financial performance of
the top 20 airlines world-
wide and how the terror-
ist attacks of September
11, and the Icelandic
volcanic  eruption in
2009 impacted it. They
compared a natural dis-
aster and a man-made

disaster to see which
event had the greater
impact on the bottom
line of the airline indus-
try.

“We chose the top 20
airlines based on their
market capitalization,”
they explain in their ab-
stract. “While both af-
fected the airlines, the
September 11 attacks
had a larger financial

impact (in the nega-
tive).”

The results of the
study, presented in

charts and graphs and
the list of airlines and
what their losses were,
make for a compelling
argument for research on
the undergraduate level.

Tony Wan and Jason
St. Hilaire (with Zarna
Rawal) did not present
together, but they have a
common theme in their
background stories.
Both are veterans of the
Irag War and now both

are thriving as student-
researchers at York.

Wan, a Chemistry
major born in Belize
and mentored by Dr.
Mande Holford, is
studying cone snails
and how their toxins
can be developed for
pain  management
without the addictive
side-effects and the
relief is longer lasting.

With two tours of
duty in Iraq with the
Marine Corp, Wan
says his college educa-
tion was delayed and
he’s now “trying to
catch up to my peers”
in so doing, he will
complete his under-
graduate degree in
three years rather than
the wusual four. He
plans to use his York
education as the
springboard to medical
school.

St.  Hilaire also
served two tours of
duty in Iraq, and is
majoring in Pharma-
ceutical Science. He
came to York with an
Associate’s degree in
chemistry and plans to
go to medical school,
having served as a
medic in the Navy.
His presentation was
on protease inhibitor
to fight diseases affili-
ated with HIV.

“It allows the body
to fight disease so [the
patient] can live

cont.’d ()Iy
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Dr. Kelly Baker Jo-
seph and Dr. Rishi
Nath (all pictures above
courtesy of Anthony
Garces)

N

cont.’d from p.7

longer,” he explained.

The Department of
Social Work was also
well  represented by,
among others, Tiffany
Kudjoe, mentored by Dr.
Gila Acker. Kudjoe pre-
sented on ‘“Homophobia
and Formal Education in
Undergraduate Students
who Major in Helping
Professions.”

“Of the selected re-
search articles 1 re-
viewed, social workers
and psychologist were
identified as more homo-
phobic than any other
helping professionals,”
she said. “I also found
differences across eth-
nicity and gender. Afro-
Caribbean and African-
Americans were more
homophobic than Cauca-

sians. Males are more
homophobic than fe-
males. All in all, I

learned that additional
research is needed about
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the topic of homosexual-
ity and homophobia.”
Denise Diego pre-
sented on “Exercise and
Technology.” The aspir-
ing gym teacher re-
searched the impact of
technology on physical
fitness for children; and
Christopher Wilson and
Rita Riu focused on Dy-
namics of the Flexible
Arm of tRNase Z; while
Lavern Edwards, an
Aviation Management
major, studied famous
airline crashes, what
caused them, what les-
sons were learnt and
what changes have been
implemented as a result.
Provost Ivelaw Grif-
fith and Dr. Rishi Nath,
director of the Office of
Undergraduate Research,
wanted to focus on the
Humanities this year for
the lunch-time speaker.
In poet Staceyann Chin
they found a willing

OLLEGE '@
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partner.

At noon the College
took a break from panels
and posters to enjoy the
readings of the Jamaica-
born poet and author
whose poignant memoir
had the audience in
stitches and near tears
alternatively, as she dis-
cussed her early sexual
awakening, as well as
the reluctance of her
Chinese-Jamaican father
to acknowledge pater-
nity.

Dr. Griffith reiterated
the Zora Neale Hurston
assertion on research.
“‘Research is formalized
curiosity’,” he advised.
““It is poking and prying
with a purpose.” Each of
us can formalize our cu-
riosity.”

With the growing par-
ticipation across disci-
plines evident, Research
Day 2011 certainly was
a great success.

Jamaican-American poet

Staceyann Chin gave a

p Hl VOrrCcOol lively  performance and

reading of excerpts from

COLLEGH her book The Other Side of

Paradise

“Research is formalized curiosity. It is poking and prying
with a purpose.” — Zora Neale Hurston

/
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PoliSci class Visit to US Mission at the United Na-

tions
On March 28, 2011, Dr.
Michael Sharpe’s

(Assistant Professor of
Political Science) “Basic
Factors in International
Politics” class had its
2nd visit and briefing at
the U.S. Mission to the
United Nations.

The U.S. Mission to
the U.N. welcomed Dr.
Sharpe’s students last
year and it is scheduled
to become an annual
visit. Although the
event was initially sup-
posed to be held at the
newly renovated U.S.
Mission to the U.N., due
to a pending visit from
President Obama it was
graciously transferred

cont.’d from p.1

Scholarship and accep-
tance into a Ph.D. pro-
gram. The Salk Scholar,
name in honor of City
College alumnus, the
pioneering medical sci-
entist, Dr. Jonas Salk, is
usually reserved for stu-
dents proceeding to
medical school. How-
ever, three years ago
they made an exception
for Angela Hopkinson,
another Levinger men-
tee, to enter a Ph.D. pro-
gram at the University of
Michigan rather than an
M.D. program due to her
desire and her impres-
sive credentials; and
here again they seem to
have made it for Serja-

QV.

across the street to UN
Headquarters.

The students were ad-
dressed by U.S. Diplo-
mat Mr. Jeffrey Reneau,
Political Adviser, U.S.
Mission to the U.N. Mr.
Reneau talked about his
career as a diplomat and
the wide array of issue
areas he encounters in
his work at the U.N.

Prof. Sharpe (l.) and Mr.
Jeffrey Reneau

According to Dr. Lev-
inger, Serjanov, a former
Nursing major, has
thrived as a bio-tech ma-
jor.

“In addition to carry-
ing a full course load,
Dmitri dedicated himself
to the research lab,” said
Levinger. “This led to
his acceptance into the
Ph.D. program in Mo-
lecular and Cell Biology
at  SUNY-Downstate
with a $24,385 annual
fellowship including full
tuition and health insur-
ance, and receipt of the
competitive CUNY Salk
award, an additional
$8,000 scholarship.”

Dr. Levinger also an-
nounced that Christopher

Students asked many
thoughtful and intriguing
questions including the
relevance of the UN to
the maintenance of inter-
national peace and secu-
rity, the role of the US in
the wars in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, and about the
ongoing crisis in Libya.

Mr. Reneau was most
impressed with the stu-
dents’ level of interest
and understanding of
international affairs.

Yo
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Wilson has been ac-
cepted into a PhD pro-
gram.

Starting in July 2011
he will be pursuing a
Ph.D. in Biochemistry
and Biophysics at
Brandeis University. He
will receive a $29,000
annual stipend with a
$2,500 supplement for
participation in the
Quantitative  Biology
initiative, in addition to
full tuition and health
insurance.

“While working full-
time evenings and week-
ends, Christopher Wil-
son carried a full course
load to graduate with
honors as a Biotechnol-
ogy major,” he said.

Mr. Serjanov in the lab

/
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Safe Zone Training

The Alliance for Gender
and Sexual Equality (the
Alliance) at York Col-
lege hosted the College’s
first-ever Safe Zone
training for faculty and
staff on March 31st. The

bers of the college com-
munity across academic
departments and divi-
sions attended the 2-hour
training, whose purpose
was to educate partici-
pants, raise awareness,

~

or Emily Davidson
(edavidson @york.cuny.edu).
You can also visit us on
the CUNY Commons.
The Alliance is in the
process of planning
events for 2011-2012

L.-r.: Dr.  Shereen ini and create a network of academic year. Keep an
Inayatulla, Lea Robinson tralqlng was led b}{ Lea LGBTQ alli t fi y | tp .
(Columbia Univ.), Prof. Robinson, the Assistant allies. . eye out for an electronic
Scott Sheidlower, Dean Director of Lesbian, For more information survey that will be dis-
Dana Fusco Gay, Bisexual & Trans- about the Alliance or to  tributed before summer
gender Programming join, please contact break.
and Advising at Colum- Susan Letteney
bia University. 43 mem- (sletteney @york.cuny.edu)
- ——
i York Faculty Update i

e Michael O. Sharpe, (Department of Behavioral Sciences, School of Health & Behavioral Sciences),
recently published two articles: 1) “What Does Blood Membership Mean in Political Terms?: The Po-
litical Incorporation of Latin American Nikkeijin (Japanese Descendants) in Japan 1990-2004,” in:
Japanese Journal of Political Science, Vol. 12:1 (February 2011), 113-142; 2) “When Ethnic Return-
ees are Defacto Guestworkers: What does the introduction of Japanese Nikkeijin (Japanese descen-
dants) (LAN) suggest for Japan’s definition of nationality, citizenship and immigration policy?” in:
Policy and Society, Vol. 29:4, November 2010, 357-369.

e Kelly Baker Josephs, (Dept. of English, School of Arts & Sciences), was recently selected
to participate in a Mellon Foundation-funded faculty seminar on “Freedom” during the 2011-2012 aca-
demic year at the CUNY Graduate Center. Kelly will join faculty and students from the Graduate Cen-
ter as well as colleagues from Brooklyn College, Queens College, Baruch College, John Jay College,
College of Staten Island, and LaGuardia Community College, all of whom are working on projects re-
lated to the seminar theme.

¢  Christina Miller, (Instructor, Library), “Cuyahoga River Fires,” in: Matthew Lindstrom (ed.), Ency-
clopedia of the U.S. Government and the Environment: History, Policy, and Politics (ABC-CLIO,
2011), 252-254.

¢ Scott Sheidlower, (Assistant Professor, Library), recently published three encyclopedia entries: 1)
“Antiquities Act 1906.” in: Matthew Lindstrom (ed.), Encyclopedia of the U.S. Government and the
Environment: History, Policy, and Politics (ABC-CLIO, 2011), 79-83; 2) “Muir, John,” in: Matthew
Lindstrom (ed.), Encyclopedia of the U.S. Government and the Environment: History, Policy, and Poli-
tics (ABC-CLIO, 2011), 508-510; 3) “Olmsted, Frederick Law,” in: Matthew Lindstrom (ed.), Ency-
clopedia of the U.S. Government and the Environment: History, Policy, and Politics (ABC-CLIO,
2011), 598-600.

e Sandra Gall Urban, (Assistant Professor, Library), “Urban Renewal.” in: Matthew Lindstrom (ed.),
Encyclopedia of the U.S. Government and the Environment: History, Policy, and Politics (ABC-CLIO,

2011), 744-745. /
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MOMENT MUSIC Wien/Vienna 2011

by Tom Zlabinger

This April T was invited
to conduct a residency at
the weeklong Kollektiv
Akt HI festival in Vi-
enna, Austria that was a
mixture of art installa-
tions, poetry readings,
and live music. I am cur-
rently finishing my dis-
sertation at the CUNY
Graduate Center entitled
FREE FROM JAZZ: The
Jazz and Improvised
Music Scene in Vienna
after  Ossiach (1971-
2010) and have spent the
last three years travelling
to Vienna interviewing
and working with jazz
and improvising musi-
cians. After having vis-
ited and observed jazz
and improvised music in
Vienna for so long, it
was a thrill to hold the
residency and present
some of my concepts as
a musician living and
working in New York
City.

The workshops were
conducted in German.
The first day we intro-
duced one another both
personally and sonically.
After giving a little his-
torical background both
personally and musi-
cally, we each performed
an improvised solo piece
as a point of reference.
Then we broke into pairs
and performed duos to
get a sense of interac-
tion. And before we ran

N

out of time on the first
day, we performed an
improvised group piece.
Before we left 1 asked
for feedback. And of all
that was said, the most
important issue for the
participating musicians
was to avoid the “noise
carpet” [Ldrmteppich] or
swamp [Sumpf]. The
Austrian jazz and impro-
vising musicians I have
worked and spoken with
have often said they
would like to avoid
drawn-out, boring pas-
sages. But I had never
heard it articulated so
well.

For the second day of
rehearsals I started out
with what is known as a
conduction. Butch Mor-
ris and other Downtown
Musicians in New York
have perfected this idea
of directing a large en-
semble through an im-
provised  performance
through hand gestures. I
explained my hand sym-
bols and we went to
work! After the ten-
minute performance the
eyes of the musicians lit
up. It was obvious we
had avoided any type of
noise carpet or swamp.
In fact, each musician
wanted a chance to con-
duct the ensemble.
Through these conduc-
tions we created a forty-
five minute piece where
each member of the octet

conducted a section. The
excitement came from
each musician’s person-
ality coming through his
or her own hand symbols
and expressions. And
although the ensemble
did not radically change
(it was a septet as the
conducting musician did
not perform), each sec-
tion was quite different.
On the third day we re-
fined our process and
each attempt became
more fluid.

On the day of the per-
formance @ we  con-
sciously did not rehearse
as to keep our minds and
intuition open. We were
the first act on the bill
and performed to a
crown of over thirty peo-
ple who listened to every
sound and observed
every hand  gesture.
When we came to a
close, the applause was
sustained and ecstatic. A
definite success.

In my mind, not all
MOMENT MUSIC per-
formances are to be con-
ductions. But as this
group of musicians grew
to know one another dur-
ing the week, it was ob-
vious that this was what
was needed to construct
the performance. Next
time, wherever it hap-
pens, I hope MOMENT
MUSIC will be radically
different. The heart and

cont.’d on p.13

Prof. Tom Zlabinger
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Juliette Blake and Prof.
Wayne Forrester

~

New York Times Exec talks to Management

Students

by Wayne Forrester

Several weeks ago Juli-
ette Blake, Vice Presi-
dent and Assistant Gen-
eral Counsel for the New
York Times Company,
made a presentation to
Professor  Forrester’s
Strategic Management
(BUS 481) class. The
presentation was titled
how do companies man-
age in the global envi-
ronment?

To compete effec-
tively, Ms. Blake said,

companies must be
mindful of the follow-
ing:

a) Technology: This
was described as a
“Game Changer.” A
company must be aware
of how this will impact
its position in the market
place and the effect on
the competitive the land-
scape. Companies must
understand how new
technology will impact
their current products as
well as their future prod-
ucts. They must also
understand how technol-
ogy may change the way
their customers use their
products.

b) Human Resources.
According to Ms. Blake,
the greatest asset of a

company are the Human
Resources. When man-
aged properly a com-
pany can position itself
as a serious contender in
the market place. The
evidence of this will be
in the quality of its prod-
ucts as well as effi-

ciency.
¢) Research and De-
velopment: A Com-

pany’s long term visibil-
ity in the market place is
tied to investment in it-
self. Many companies
cut spending on R&D
when a financial crisis
rolls around. Innovation
was described as another
“Game Changer” will
move and enhance the
company’s standing in
the market place.
Strategic Management
is the driver of corporate
desire to dominate their
industry.  Corporations
must strategize on how
they will compete effec-
tively in the market
place. They must con-
tinually seek that com-
petitive edge over their
rivals by producing

goods and services that
“add value” to the cus-
tomer. This added value
will be transferred from

the corporation to the
customer in the form of
intellectual  property,
quality and efficiency.
When a corporation
can deliver on these, it is
poised to dominate and
to lead its industry. For
example, when we ex-
amine the Apple Corpo-
ration and its continued
domination of the tablet
industry we can see that
its products indeed do
just that. Customers feel
that Apple makes a prod-
uct that will enrich their
lives, and they are will-
ing not only to pay the
price but willing to wait
a couple of weeks for the
delivery of the product.
Apple has successfully
transferred to their cus-
tomers what they do
best: They innovate.
More than ever, in this
global environment,
Companies must seek
ways to distinguish
themselves from their
competitors, and they
must take a series of
steps that will not only
differentiate themselves
from their competitors
but increase their cus-
tomer base as well as
carve out market share.

/
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For a Queens jazz pianist & teacher, music is
the key to happiness

by Mark Morales

An accomplished jazz
pianist from Fresh
Meadows is once again
putting his stamp on the
music scene.

Mark Adams, 40, is
releasing his fourth stu-
dio album,
“Embellishments,” next
month.

When he’s not tickling
the ivories on stage he
teaches music theory at
York College and tutors
on the side for free.

Composing jazz is
more than just making
music to tap your feet to,
he said. For Adams, it’s
about how his music
affects people.

“When I perform and I
touch someone’s soul
and evoke some emo-
tions or when I'm teach-
ing and they say ‘I get it’
— those are huge for me,”
he said.

Adams was born in
Baltimore and moved to
Rego Park when he was
15. His mother, Zelma,
was also a pianist and
his father, Kenneth, was

cont.’d from p.11

soul of MOMENT MU-
SIC is listening for what
is there and react and
heighten the moment.
While in Vienna 1
blogged for the first time

Qae http://

a composer for both
classical orchestras and
Broadway musicals.

Adams recalled bang-
ing on the keys of his
mother's piano when he
was 5 and being fasci-
nated by the sounds.

“I used to sit down and
play different notes
without knowing what I
was doing. It was so
easy to create sound,”
Adams said.

He was soon hooked
and begged his parents
to get him piano lessons.

Zelma Adams said she
still gets goosebumps
watching her son play.
“I get so excited. My
heart starts pounding just
like it did when he
played recitals as a kid,”
she said.

Jonathan Quash, the
vocalist on the new al-
bum and a fellow music
teacher at York College,
said Adams injects him-
self into his music and
his intensity is unparal-
leled.

“If you listen carefully

invisibletar-
get.commons.gc.cuny.ed
u/.) In addition to many
other activities, I also
plan to blog about work-
ing with visiting tradi-
tional Korean musicians

you can hear the details
of his life. They are
very passionate and he
puts everything into
those songs,” Quash
said.

Adams hosted an al-
bum release party at
York on March 25 be-
fore a 10-city tour start-
ing in April in Port Ar-
thur, TX. He’s also per-
forming later this year in
Japan, France and Eng-
land.

Adams said he hopes
to create a citywide mu-
sic program for public
schools that don’t have
arts programs. Learning
to play an instrument can
teach kids discipline and
develop their minds, re-
gardless of skill level, he
said.

“It doesn’t matter what
level you’re at — music is
food for the soul,” Ad-
ams said.

Reprinted with permission of
Daily News LP .

who performed on cam-
pus at the Illinois Jac-
quet Performance Space
as well as at Symphony
Space in Manhattan.

Prof. Mark Adams
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Prof. Hughes (r.) inter-

viewing Johnny Hin-
capie in the Sing Sing
prison (Photograph by
Marc fader/City Limits
Magazine)

~

Journalism Faculty receives prestigious national

award

A York College Profes-
sor in the Journalism Pro-
gram was honored with a
national award for an in-
vestigative article explor-
ing the case of a man who
has served more than 20
years in prison for a
crime he maintains he did
not commit.

Professor William
Hughes received the
award from The National
Council on Crime and
Delinquency for his arti-
cle “Memories of a Mur-
der,” published last fall in
City Limits Magazine, a
New York City-based
public policy magazine.

The article involved
years of investigative
journalism into the 1990
homicide of Brian Wat-
kins, a tourist from Utah
who was stabbed to death
on a subway platform.
While working as a re-
porter before joining the
faculty, Hughes met one
of seven co-defendants
who were convicted of
the crime in Sing Sing
prison.

The story raises serious
questions about the con-
viction of Johnny Hin-

cont.’d from p.2

Iragq War Resolution
and the first Lebowski
Fest, and third whether
the ever present
“Trickster” in combina-

capie, who was an 18-
year-old Colombian im-
migrant when he was
brought in for questioning
about the crime. Hin-
capie was part of a group
of approximately 40 teen-
agers from Queens who
went dancing at the club
Roseland in September of
1990.

Six or eight members of
the larger group mugged
the Watkins family to get
money for the cover
charge at the dance club.
Watkins was fatally
stabbed coming to the
defense of his mother.
Hincapie maintains he
was beaten and lied to by
detectives, and coerced
into signing a confession.

There was no forensic
evidence or positive eye-
witness identification
against him. In fact, one
of his co-defendants
stated during his confes-
sion that Hincapie was
not involved, but that evi-
dence was never pre-
sented to the jury.

The article examined
the psychology behind
false confessions, the
phenomenon of wrongful

tion with the public’s
awareness of political
deceptions are major
reasons for the popular-
ity of Lebowski Fests.

convictions and the train-
ing which law enforce-
ment personnel undergo
which almost guarantees
that a certain percentage
of suspects will be co-
erced into admitting they
are guilty of crimes they
never committed.

Prof. Hughes received a
PASS (Prevention for A
Safer Society) award,
which according to the
NCCD is, “... the only
national recognition of
print and broadcast jour-
nalists, TV news and fea-
ture reporters, producers,
writers, and those in film
and literature who try to
focus America’s attention
on our criminal justice,
juvenile justice, and child
welfare systems in a
thoughtful and consider-
ate manner.”

The five other maga-

zines which received
awards in the same cate-
gory for 2010 were

American Prospect, Cen-
ter for Urban Pedagogy,
Marie Claire, Miller-
McCune, and The New
York Times Magazine.




-~

VOLUME V, NUMBER 4

York Students Wow At Philly OT

Expo

A group of students and
faculty from the Depart-
ment of Occupational
Therapy presented their
research at the American
Occupational =~ Therapy
Association  Annual
Conference and Exposi-
tion in Philadelphia in
mid-April.

According to Dr.
Lillian Kaplan, at least
18 students, many of
them graduating seniors,
presented.

“I think they were all
wonderful ambassadors
for the Occupational
Therapy program and
York College,” said Dr.
Kaplan, who has taught
in the Department at
York many years.
“York OT students
wowed with their profes-
sional presentation; and
their work was very well
received.”

Kaplan added that
students and faculty had
a large professional rep-
resentation at these local
and national events as
well as excellent support
from faculty and current
and recent graduates.

Six students presented
4 undergraduate projects
as poster presentations
from a joint assignment
shared by their class in
Advanced Occupational
Analysis and Research
Methods with Dr. Kap-
lan and Dr. Tamara Avi-
Itzhak as advisors.

Four faculty members
presented at the national
conference: Dr. Beverly
Horowitz, Dr. Avi-tzhak,
Dr. Andrea Krauss and
Dr. Lillian Kaplan. 12
students presented — nine
from the current graduat-
ing OT class (2011) and
three from the third-year
OT class. Three mem-
bers of the Class of 2010
were also on hand to
present their master de-
gree project from last
year; and a large number
of current non-
presenting students also
attended the conference.

“I think that having the
experience of presenting
one’s work on a national
level allows students to
gain confidence in their
skills and knowledge,”
said Kaplan. “At presen-
tations, research be-

comes exciting in that it
allows students to see
the infusion and applica-
tion of research into the
profession of Occupa-
tional Therapy in multi-
ple ways (e.g., experi-
encing other presenta-
tions, talking to students,
researchers and clini-
cians from around the
country.”

Indeed, Hind Mo-
hamed, presented on the
topic, “Best practice Oc-
cupational Therapy in
Early Intervention Pro-
gram and School-based
Setting (a pediatric area)
and enjoyed the out-
come.

“It was a great experi-
ence presenting to actual
clinicians in the field,”
said Mohamed. ‘“Many
were surprised. We
looked at clinicians’
years of experience and
higher education level
and those with a mas-
ter’s degree or higher in
the area of best practice.
We found that those with
more education were
more [inclined to use]
best practice.”

L.-r.: Chaima Regragui,
Celica Campos, Robert Hart-
net, Dr. Lillian Kaplan,
Shanelle Fable, Mikel How-
ard, Jumi Kim and Chris-
tina Choi

““We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence,
then, is not an act but a habit.”” — Aristotle

N
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Kirk Haltaufderhyde

This pro-
gram gives
students ac-
cess to re-
search in
genomics as
part of a
large under-
graduate
consortium

~

Bio Major Accepted for Ph.D. Program at Brown

Another prolific York
College lab has pro-
duced yet another Brown
University Scholar ac-
ceptance.

According to  Dr.
Gerard McNeil, Kirk
Haltaufderhyde has been
accepted into the Rhode
Island-based Ivy League
University’s Ph.D. pro-
gram in Molecular Phar-
macology, Physiology,
and Biotechnology.

For Haltaufderhyde it
has been a circuitous
route to this marvelous
moment in his education.

Dr. McNeil revealed
that his mentee started
his undergraduate educa-
tion at Polytechnic Uni-
versity (now part of
NYU) in 1998 majoring
in chemical engineering.
In 2001, due to financial
challenges he was forced
to leave school and find
a job to support his fam-
ily. In 2008, he was able

cont.’d from p.6

plary change leader and
an entrepreneurial mover
and shaker as the School
of Business and Infor-
mation Systems and the
college as a whole move
to the next level.”

The Provost added his
thanks to Dean Rosen.
“I want to acknowledge
the service of Interim
Dean Harry Rosen,” he
said. “[He] joined us at

to start school again and
enrolled at Queensbor-
ough Community Col-
lege to build his GPA.
He enrolled at QCC for a
year before he could be
admitted to York Col-
lege — his ultimate goal.

In 2009 Haltaufder-
hyde was accepted at
York, declaring a major
in Biotechnology with
the goal of going to
graduate school. In the
summer of 2010, he
joined the McNeil lab
where he studied early
development using the
fruit-fly as a model or-
ganism. He also became
involved in research in

genomics through the
Genomics Education
Partnership.

This program, directed
by Dr. McNeil at York,
gives students access to
research in genomics as
part of a large under-
graduate consortium.

a challenging time as we
reorganized into
Schools, with a view to
enhancing academic and
service excellence for
our students and fac-
ulty.”

Born in Victoria (now
known as Limbe), Cam-
eroon, Dr. Ntoko earned
his bachelors degree in
Management Science
and Economics at SUNY

Current research projects
include sequence im-
provement and annota-
tion of the genomes of
several Drosophilid spe-
cies.

“Kirk completed three
new research projects on
the genomes of Droso-
phila  mojavensis and
Drosophila  grimshawi
and will be a coauthor
on a manuscript cur-
rently in preparation,”
said McNeil.

The relationship be-
tween York and Brown
was made official last
year when [York] alum-
nus, Dr. Andrew Camp-
bell, a professor of
Medical Science, Mo-
lecular Microbiology
and Immunology at
Brown, recruited three
biology and chemistry
students into the Ph.D. in
microbiology program.

Genesco; and the M.A.
and Ph.D. in Economics
at SUNY Binghamton.
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Provost Ivelaw L. Griffith
and
Acting Dean Dana Fusco

Congratulate
the Faculty of the
Physican Assistant Program
on achieving
a Five-Year Reaccreditation

We look forward
to continued excellence and growth in
the program
and the
Department of Health Professions
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8:00 AM - 8:45 AM

9:00 AM - 10:00 AM

10:15 AM - 12:20 AM

12:25 PM - 2:00 PM

2:15PM -3:15 PM

2:15 PM - 4:20 PM

N

PROGRAM SUMMARY
of the

Seventh Annual General Education Conference

of the

City University of New York College, CUNY

“Journeying Through General Education”

REGISTRATION AND BREAKFAST (Lobby, Performing Arts Center)
OPENING PLENARY (Little Theatre, Performing Arts Center)

Ivelaw Lloyd Griffith
Provost and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs, York College

Marcia V. Keizs
President, York College

Alexandra Logue
Executive Vice Chancellor and University Provost, CUNY

Karrin Wilks
University Dean for Undergraduate Studies, CUNY

CONCURRENT SESSIONS I & II (Academic Core)
LUNCH and KEYNOTE (Health Education Complex)

Pedro Noguera

Peter L. Agnew Professor of Teaching and Learning

Steinhardt School of Culture, Education, and Development, NYU
“Are You Ready for the Students you Serve? Creating a

Climate for Academic Success in Universities & Colleges”

CAMPUS LEADERSHIP CONVERSATION
Academic Core

Jane Bowers, Provost and Senior Vice President,

Academic Affairs, John Jay College

Ivelaw Lloyd Griffith, Provost and Senior Vice President,
Academic Affairs, York College

James McCarthy, Provost and Senior Vice President,

Academic Affairs, Baruch College

Judith Summerfield, Dean of General Education, Queens College
Stuart Suss, Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs,
Kingsborough Community College

CONCURRENT SESSIONS III & IV (Academic Core)
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York College Theatre Spring 2011

CHARLIE
VICTOR :
ROMEO ... o s

A unicue, riveting performance, derived entirely from the

*Black Box' transcripts of real-life airline emergencies.

A fascinating, dramatic insight inte the tension-filled
cockpits of actual flights in distress.

Friday 5'.!6 @ 4pm For ticket information
call 718.262.5375

Saturday S5/7 @ 8pm

Sunday 3/8 @ 3pm

Tuesday 5/10 @ 12pm

Friday 5/13 @  8pm

Sunday 5/15 @ 2pm

Directed by TOM MARION

York College Little Theatre SN CUNY AVIATION INSTITUTE
94-45 Guy R. Brewer Blvd. cu
Jamaica, NY 11451 NY
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