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Dean Gengler earned his Bachelor 
of Science degree  in Mathematics and 
Computer Science  from the Universi-
ty of Illinois and his Master of Science 
and Ph.D. in Marketing/Management 
Science from the University of Texas- 
Dallas. A professor of marketing with 
numerous publications and invited 
talks, he comes to 
York after more 
than 20 years of 
distinguished ac-
ademic appoint-
ments, at least 15 
years of which were 
spent at Baruch 
College/CUNY. At 
Baruch,  Dr. Gen-
gler  also served as 
Chair of the De-
partment of Mar-
keting and Interna-
tional Business in 
the Zicklin School 
of Business. He also 
has international 
education experi-
ence, serving most 
recently as the de-
partment chair of Marketing and Infor-
mation Systems at American University 
of Sharjah in the United Arab Emirates, 
and  he has extensive entrepreneurship 
experience as well, having founded and 
consulted with several successful com-
panies.

“I was attracted to York because I 
think I can contribute here,” said Dr. 
Gengler. “I feel I can add value—for 
the college, the students and alumni. I 
want to work on strengthening our pro-
grams…to grow what we have and in-
crease enrollment in certain programs.” 

York Fills Deanship Position 

Following a national search, York College recently appointed 

Dr. Charles Gengler as Dean of the School of Business and 

Information Systems. 

Gengler also noted the need to “build 
York’s reputation at home and abroad.”

“We will work toward “a goal of accredi-
tation, bring the [college] closer to that goal, 
support our students and increase enroll-
ment in certain programs,” said the dean. 
“We will reach out to different schools to 
increase our reputation both here and in-

ternationally.” Gen-
gler will also develop 
programs with the 
college’s Adult and 
Continuing Educa-
tion Department; 
bring value to alum-
ni relations; and 
partner with local 
businesses. He is a 
firm believer in the 
value of fundraising 
to expand not only 
programmatic offer-
ings, but the campus 
as well. 

That ought to fit 
well into York’s up-
dated Master Plan, 
which calls for a new 
structure to house 

the School of Business, administrative offic-
es, student spaces and a conference center.

Dr. Panayiotis Meleties, Provost and 
Senior Vice President for Academic 
Affairs, is pleased with the addition of 
Dean Gengler to the college.

“Dean Gengler has served with dis-
tinction and provided leadership within 
CUNY [and] other national and inter-
national educational institutions,” said 
Dr. Meleties. “He combines unique ac-
ademic and entrepreneurship experi-
ences that will be valuable for the York 
College students and faculty.” 
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Fall Research Expo Puts Arts  
and Sciences Front and Center

More than 70 York Students in the School of Arts and Sciences  

recently demonstrated their research acumen to guests and 

the college community.

Presenters from across the school’s 
many disciplines ran the gamut from 
earth science to biology, English, com-
puter science and chemistry.

The December 10th event held in the 
college’s atrium and Faculty Dining Room 
also provided a look into a practical, 
cross-discipline collaboration between 
two of York’s departments. Students from 
Computer Science are developing a dig-
ital device for the chemistry department 
to use on BlackBoard, thereby allowing 
for better usage of the web-based learn-
ing management system, which enables 
online courses and information storage. 
The team for this research (“Develop-
ing BlackBoard Building Block to Grade 
Chemistry Lab Reports”) included stu-
dents Mahmudul Hasan, Christopher 
Look, Arban Nichols and Deven Thiel; 
and faculty members, Wenying Huang-
Stolte, Shweta Jain (lead), and Catherine 
Foster (functional lead).

The team used a “Building Block pro-
cess” to accomplish the task.

“A Building Block is added to Black-
board via its application Program In-

terfaces (APIs),” they explained in their 
report. “We develop the code to perform 
the required tasks using java servlet and 

jsp, create Oracle database schema and 
tables added in Blackboard database to 
store the data…”

The Arts and Sciences Distin-
guished Lecture segment of the Expo, 
“Why Poetry? And Why Now?” was 
given during the luncheon by Maria 
Lisella, poet laureate of Queens, who 
read from her collections, Thieves in 
the Family, Amore on Hope Street; and 
Two Naked Feet. Ms. Lisella, who is 
the sixth winner in the competition 
for Queens Poet Laureate and the first 
Italian-American to hold that title, is 

An overhead view of the posters

Salim Gnabode explains his research to a fellow student Left to Right: Mahmudul Hasan, Arban Nichols, Deven Thiel, Chris-

topher Look and Rohit Karki
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a native New Yorker and gave a lively 
presentation illustrating “how poetry 
can speak to contemporary issues such 
as how new immigrants must adjust to 
their new world and the personal ten-
sions this causes.”

Dr. Donna Chirico, Dean of the 
School of Arts and Sciences at York, 
was pleased with the outcome of this 
important event in the life of her school 
and thankful to those who contributed 
to the outcome.

“The success of the Fall Arts and Sci-
ences Exposition is thanks to the collab-
orative efforts of faculty and staff,” said 
Chirico. “The Exposition Committee is 
co-chaired by Professor Deb Chakra-
varti (Chemistry) and Ms. Vanessa 
Grande (History and Philosophy), who 
oversee the numerous details needed to 
have a successful day.  They make it look 
easy!” 

Left to Right: Dr. Stanley Schleifer (holding rock), Dr. Timothy Paglione and Nazrul Khanda-

ker of the Earth and Physical Sciences department

English Department Hosts Literary Reading and Open House
On Wednesday, November 11, the English 
Department hosted both a literary 
reading and an open house, organized by 
Professor Phebe Kirkham with assistance 
from others in the department.

At the 2 pm literary event, Professor 
LaForrest Cope’s performative reading 
kept the packed room spell-bound. Her 
dialogue with students afterwards was 
characteristically direct, witty, and im-
passioned. At the Open House later in 
the day, Professors Andie Silva and Matt 

Garley presented informative and con-
cise introductions to Digital Humanities, 
an exciting new field of literary study. 
Their talks were followed by presenta-
tions about digital work in journalism 
by students Valerie Victor and Vernick 
Gobern, who discussed how digital pho-
tography is changing 
the way news is made 
and conveyed. 

Following this 
segment of the pro-
gram, Heather Rob-
inson informed the 
audience about the 
revival of York’s stu-
dent literary journal, 
The York Review, currently co-edited by 
Phebe Kirkham and Andie Silva. English 
Education major Vernick Gobern read 
an essay she wrote in different “dialects” 
about English language imperialism that 
will appear in the next issue of the Review. 
Last but not least, Professor Mychel 
Namphy read moving tributes to long-
time faculty member Janice Cline, who 
stopped teaching full-time in English 

and Cultural Diversity after 43 years at 
York. The Department is dedicating a 
student award in Janice’s honor so that 
her commitment to social justice in the 
classroom, university, and world will 
continue on the York campus. 

Janice Cline

Professor LaForrest Cope at her performative 

reading

Professors Linda Grasso (English Department 

Chair), LaForrest Cope, and Phebe Kirkham
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York Alumna Appointed Commissioner of Family Court in Delaware
York College, CUNY can now add alum-
na Danielle S. Blount ’01 to its list of dis-
tinguished alumni in law. She was recent-
ly confirmed by the Delaware State Senate 
as Commissioner of Family Court.

As a political science major at York, 
Blount connected early with that dis-
cipline’s then-mentor, Dr. Shirley Ost-
holm, who had already sent dozens of 
her graduates to law schools across the 
country. Blount followed suit, graduat-
ing with her JD from Howard University 
School of Law in 2007.  She was admit-
ted to the Bar in New Jersey and Dela-
ware, her current state of residence. 

The Flushing, Queens native worked 
her way up the legal ladder in a private 
law firm, followed by her service as dep-
uty attorney general in Delaware pros-
ecuting bench and jury misdemeanor 
trials in the Court of Common Pleas, 
Family Court and Justice of the Peace 
Courts. From there she became dep-
uty legal counsel in the Office of the 
Governor of Delaware. It was from this 
position that Governor Jack A. Markell 
nominated her for the position as Com-
missioner of Family Court.

But Blount has not forgotten her 
Queens roots. Not only is she proud of 
her York College degree, her impressive 
resume still features early jobs at the Ja-
maica YMCA, at Queens Child Guid-
ance Center, at Safe Horizons, and at 
Highland Church, where she was a ded-
icated member and employee.  Asked 
what made her choose York for her un-
dergraduate education, Blount said it 
was a matter of convenience as much as 
it was anything else.

“I chose York College because I 
wanted to be close to home and to my 
church,” she said.   “I was very active in 
ministry at Highland Church in Jamai-
ca.   I remember leaving ministry work 
and walking to my classes and returning 
to church after my classes concluded.   
York College was the right choice for 
me because it allowed me to pursue my 
education while remaining active in my 
church and local communities.”

Mentors were crucial as well, and in 
addition to Mary Daniels, then a mem-
ber of the Financial Aid Office, Blount 
recalls Dr. Ostholm’ s influence.

“Professor Ostholm has been my 
constant support,” she said. “I remem-
ber sitting in the front row in one of her 
lectures and I knew I needed to meet 
her and tell her my plans.   Professor 
Ostholm helped me chart out my plans, 
which included obtaining some real life 
and work experiences, to become a law-
yer.  We discussed [my] attending How-
ard University School of Law, working as 
a prosecutor and becoming a judge.   Ev-
ery item we discussed and planned for 
has become a reality.”

Blount, who achieved Dean’s List sta-
tus many times during her student days 
at York and was a member of the col-
lege’s Pre-Law Club, is thankful for the 
foundation provided at her alma mater.

“York College assisted in shaping me 
into the leader I am today,” she said.  “I 
became an outspoken advocate of my 
position while attending classes at York.  
My hand was always up, I prepared 
for all my classes like I was going to be 

grilled on any topic, I asked questions, 
and followed up with my professors be-
cause of my desire to learn.”

Blount also explained that her fore-
bears were also instrumental.

“Understanding that my path was 
paved by the sweat-tears-blood of my 
ancestors ignited my desire not to suc-
ceed but to surpass all expectations,” she 
said.

Dr. Ostholm, whose countless men-
tees include local judge, George Grasso 
(1981) and his son, Joseph (2011), who 
recently passed the Bar Exam in New 
York, is excited that yet another of her 
mentees has reached a career milestone.

“I am thrilled for Danielle,” said Ost-
holm. “I believe that Governor Markell 
and the Senate have made an excellent 
choice in Danielle,  given her tempera-
ment, character, experience and good 
judgment.  I am so proud of [her]. I al-
ways  believed that she was well suited 
to the field of law.  She has advanced so 
quickly in a short time, and deservedly 
so. With her experience, leadership, in-
tegrity, empathy and work ethic she will 
be an outstanding Commissioner!” 

Delaware Gov. Jack A. Markell, Dr. Shirley Ostholm, Prof. Emerita, York College; and Judge 

Danielle Blount, ‘01
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Occupational Therapy Faculty and Student  
Scholarly Contributions to the Profession
BEVERLY HOROWITZ, PhD, OTR/L

Twentieth-century occupational thera-
py practice requires occupational ther-
apy graduates to be able to analyze and 
apply occupational therapy, healthcare, 
and rehabilitation research findings for 
evidence-based practice. The York Col-
lege Occupational Therapy Program 
addresses research in multiple courses 
across the curriculum, culminating in 
graduate student research projects and 
the Department’s annual fall research 
presentations. Additionally, the Pro-
gram prepares and encourages students 
to submit applications to present their 
research at state and national confer-
ences, and to attend conferences to ex-
pand their knowledge of occupational 
therapy across specialty areas. 

In 2015 over 30 York students attend-
ed the Annual New York State Occupa-
tional Therapy (NYSOTA) Conference 
in White Plains.  We were most proud 
to have 4 research teams comprising 19 
fourth-year graduate students invited 
to present their faculty-mentored stu-
dent research at a special poster forum 
on Friday, November 6, 2015.  Graduate 

students Tzipora Abaev, Asia Mojescik, 
Angelhika Riger, Milana Shimonov, 
Adino Simkhayeva, and Roxana Socol 
presented a study  titled “The Relation-
ship of Age and Practice in Learning a 
Purposeful Complex Motor Activity: 
A Lifespan Perspective,” under the di-
rection of Dr. Lillian Kaplan. Tiffany 
Almonte, Sarbjit Kaur, and Andrea Va-
sil presented a study titled, “Use of the 

Home Safety Self Assessment Tool (HS-
SAT) to Promote Home Safety among 
Urban Older Adults” in collaboration 
with Dr. Beverly Horowitz. Samera 
Ahmed, Heather Mitchell, Nataly Mu-
rillo, and Alexandria Touris presented 
a third study under the mentorship of 
Dr. Andrea Krauss titled “The Use of 
Sound Based Therapy in Pediatric Oc-
cupational Therapy.” The fourth study, 
“The Impact of Advancing in the Oc-
cupational Therapy Curriculum on In-
creasing Students Perceived  Subjective 
and Objective Knowledge in EBP: How 
Wide is the Gap?” was presented by 
graduate students Emel Kaya, John Lee, 
Marina Leykina, Rachel Mendoza, Lika 
Portnaya, and Krystal Warner under the 
advisement of Dr. Tamara Avi-Itzhak. In 
addition to these research presentations, 
Dr. Beverly Horowitz presented a paper 
at the NYSOTA conference titled “Occu-
pational Therapy Community Practice 
to Support Aging in Place”. 

Our significant presence was rec-
ognized by all in attendance. NYSOTA 
President Gloria Lucker applauded York 
College occupational therapy students’ 
participation and highlighted the num-
ber and diversity of research presenta-
tions during her Presidential address. 
York College students were in greater at-
tendance than all other New York State 
occupational therapy programs. 

Successful research commonly re-
sults from a team effort. Dr. Tamara Avi-
Itzhak, who has primary responsibility 
for teaching Occupational Therapy De-
partment research courses, is a role mod-
el for students in regard to scholarship 
and publications. This year in addition to 
mentoring student research she has pub-
lished “Ability of the National Board for 
Certification in Occupational Therapy 
Practice Test to Estimate the Probability 
of First-Time Pass Status on the National 
Certification Exam” (American Journal 
of Occupational Therapy, September/
October 2015, Volume 69 (Supplement 
3), 1-7).  She also co-authored the paper 
“Sleep Patterns of Emergency Depart-
ment Nurses on Workdays and Days Off” 
(in press) to be published in The Journal 
of Nursing Research. 

York students at the NYSOTA conference with Dr. Kaplan (front left), Dr. Krauss (front cen-

ter) and Dr. Beverly Horowitz (far right, rear).

Dr. Andrea Krauss with her research stu-

dents at the NYSOTA conference
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York’s Aviation Institute Gets Grant for Community Support Program
Dr. Chun-Pin Hsu is one of York Col-
lege/CUNY’s busiest professors, but he 
still makes time to pursue grants to cre-
ate opportunities for students.

Most recently Professor Hsu, who is di-
rector of the CUNY Aviation Institute at 
York College, secured a grant in the amount 
of $75,000 from the Volunteer Services for 
Children Foundation (VSC). The funds will 
be used to purchase a Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration-approved advanced aircraft 
training device: a Redbird FMX flight sim-
ulator.  The simulator will be used both for 
the college’s aviation program and for out-
reach to children in the community.

 “We want to promote interest in ca-
reers as pilots,” said Hsu. “Ninety percent 
of (commercial) pilots are white males, 
but since we live in a diverse community 
we should promote this [for all].”

Mondell Sealy, a former VSC volun-
teer and a member of York’s Development 
and Alumni Affairs team, was aware of 
the VSC’s grant-making capacity and 
reached out to the organization for sup-
port for York’s CUNY Aviation Institute. 
Dr. Hsu submitted a grant proposal and 
York was awarded the top grant. 

According to Hsu, research shows that 
minority pilots, including women pilots, 
are “as capable, if not more capable and 
qualified, than their white male coun-
terparts. However, in the United States, 
only 4.1 percent of airline transport pilots 
(ATPs) are women, 2.7 percent are Afri-
can-American, 2.5 percent are Asian and 
5 percent are Hispanic/Latino.”

Volunteer Services for Children (VSC)  
is a 50-year-old New York City-based 
non-profit “devoted to helping underpriv-
ileged youth in the New York City metro-
politan area.” They serve the region through 
the commitment of volunteers. Their Satur-
day Outings Program works with children 
who are currently residing in temporary 
foster care facilities. Volunteers and the 
children participate in cultural and educa-
tional activities in New York.

“The Board of Volunteers for Chil-
dren have been supportive of the pro-
grams at CUNY Aviation Institute for 

several years and have been impressed 
with the quality of the students and the 
training they are receiving for future ca-
reers in this field,” said Gregory Wiske, 
executive director-group head at VSC.

“As a result of our positive experi-
ence with the program and realizing the 
opportunity this program presents for 
these enthusiastic students, the Board of 
VSC were open to stepping up our sup-
port to the program.”

According to Wiske, CUNY Aviation 
Institute gave VSC an exciting proposal 
to add a flight simulator and related cur-
riculum surrounding the purchase.  

“It was very evident to the VSC Board 
that this type of addition to the program 
would be highly valuable to the students 
in their future endeavors in this field,” said 
Wiske. “As such, the Board fully supported 
a $75,000 grant to help make this program 
a reality.  We anxiously await the purchase 
and the program to be put in action.” 

English Students Attend Euripides Play 
In Fall 2015, students in the English Department capstone seminar attended a production 
of Euripides’ play Medea at La Mama Experimental Theatre Club, as part of their study of 
the ways in which writers have historically imagined anger, revenge, and justice. Directed 
by Italian theatre artist Dario D’Ambrosi, the cast included professional actors as well as 
differently-abled students from the La Magia del Teatro Drama Academy, who performed 
the role of the chorus. The Rome-based Academy provides artistic opportunities for stu-
dents with psychological and physical disabilities such as schizophrenia, manic-depres-
sion, autism, and Down Syndrome. Celeste Moratti, the professional actor who played 
Medea, presented a lecture about Greek tragedy, discussed how she interpreted Medea’s 
actions, and dialogued with students about the play and its production. 

From left to right: President Marcia V. Keizs, 

Dr. Chun-Pin Hsu and Mondell Sealy

Medea actor Celeste Moratti (center, hand on drum) with Professor Linda M. Grasso and 

York College students
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Continued on next page c

Female Geoscientists  
Lead Strategic  
Panel Discussion  
on Geology Careers
NAZRUL KHANDAKER

For the first time in the history of York’s 
Geology discipline, a very high-profile 
geoscience outreach event was entire-
ly dominated by four female geologists, 
including Zarine Ali, Kathy Robbins, 
Charren Cabaroy, and Shirley Jackson, 
geosciences professionals and graduate 
students.  This highly packed Friday late 
afternoon event was hosted by the Geolo-
gy Club on December 04, 2015 and facil-
itated by club advisor Dr. Nazrul Khan-
daker and club president Timothy Fraser. 

The presence of these women brought 
renewed interest and excitement about 
geosciences to many, particularly minori-
ties and women. The presenters’ sharing of 
geoscience-related knowledge, experience 
and personal information with the attend-
ees generated a plethora of stimulating 
discussion topics. Geology being a field 
science and largely requiring team work 
in the field, professional connections and 
bonding are highly important, and, for the 
most part, this professional relationship 
extends further even after graduation. 
York’s geology program has the reputation 
and demonstrated track record of con-
necting with its alumni through profes-
sional meetings, field excursions, or Geol-
ogy Club-hosted open houses. 

Given the major thrust to encourage a 
greater number of female geomajors for 
graduate level education and to create a 
pipeline for academic job opportunities, 
the event was very timely and drew in plen-
ty of attention from the audience. Provost 
Panayiotis Meleties, Dr. Stanley Schleifer, 
Professor Robert Alvey (Senior Hydroge-
ologist, EPA and Adjunct) and several York 
graduates carefully listened to the present-
ers and were pleased to hear their strong 
endorsement of the unique knowledge and 
support they all received while pursuing 

their geology degrees at York.  Zarine Ali 
(MS, Brooklyn College, now at EPA, York 
2012), Shirley Jackson (pursuing MS at 
City College, York 2013), Charren Cabaroy 
(MS, Brooklyn College, independent con-
sultant, York 2007), and Kathy Robbins 
(K7-12 Earth Science Teacher and pursu-
ing an MS in Environmental Engineering, 
City Tech, York 2012) very successfully led 
the conversation, titled “Female Geoscien-
tists and Important Career Information.” 
They offered many strategic career-related 
tips such as receiving competitive under-
graduate training both in the geosciences 
and basic science courses; availing oneself 
of summer internship opportunities; pre-
paring presentations for the annual meet-
ing of the Geological Society of America, 
actively seeking study abroad; and pur-
suing local geoscience/city agency-sup-
ported paid internships. Participants were 
reminded over and over again about the 
importance of acquiring an up-to-date, ap-
plied, well-rounded and field-based  geo-
science education to become successful in 
securing future geoscience-related career 
paths. Each presenter had something dif-
ferent to add based on their own perspec-
tive in regard to the geoscience education 
they received from York. which provided 
something different for everyone to take 

back and think about as part of their un-
dergraduate training while at York. 

Traditionally, York geology graduates 
remain well-connected to the greater ge-
ology family and even after their gradu-
ation, friendships continue and relations 
with faculty never cease to exist. It is cer-
tainly a very strong outreach component 
of the geology discipline, and incoming 
students notice it right away, which fur-
ther creates opportunities for strength-
ening the geology family. Since York is 
an urban public institution, where tradi-
tionally freshman students do not enter as 
geology majors nor consider geology as a 
career option, such an event is very signif-
icant in terms of motivating undecided 
majors to think beyond stereo-typed and 
peer-driven career interests.  This is of key 
importance, since several studies indicate 
difficult times are ahead in the geosci-
ences. Recent reports identify a looming 
shortage in the number of scientists in the 
United States, including geologists and 
geophysicists (NSF Report, 2004). 

It is well-known that geoscience pro-
fessions lack equity in terms of gender 
distribution, and it is particularly quite 
pronounced in applied field geology or 

Left to right: Kathy Robbins, Zarine Ali, Nazrul Khandaker, Charren Cabaroy, and Shirley 

Jackson
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Female Geoscientists
Continued from previous page

exploration sectors. In 2010, women 
held only 16 percent of tenured and ten-
ure-track geoscience faculty positions and 
20 percent of non-tenure track geosci-
ence faculty positions. Participation rates 
of women in geoscience faculty positions 
still lag broader science and engineering 
trends, where women hold 28 percent of 
tenured and tenure-track positions in all 
science and engineering fields (American 
Geosciences Institute, 2011). The percent-
age of female geologists seen in academia 
is also astoundingly low when it comes 
to professorial rank in the university.  In 
2007, Dr. Khandaker served as Chair of 
the Geological Society of America’s (GSA) 
Committee on Minorities and Women in 
the geosciences, working in collaboration 
with various GSA Education Outreach 
committees to tackle these issues and 
make recommendations concerning re-
cruitment, retention and empowering of 
minorities and women in the geoscienc-
es (GSA Today, 2007). Both Drs. Khan-
daker and Schleifer offer topical sessions 
primarily aimed at engaging K12-16 stu-
dents representing minorities and wom-
en to present their research outcomes 
at the GSA annual meeting; since 2004, 
nationally over 300 students took advan-
tage of these topical sessions and almost 
30 students were from York. Many of the 
presenters, particularly females, pursued 
STEM as a career and acknowledged their 

delight for having this presentation op-
portunity made available to them. These 
activities certainly put York on the geosci-
ences map and is highlighting York’s ded-
ication to train undergraduates equipped 
with experiential learning skills and ready 
for the future STEM workforce. 

Involvement of students in these topi-
cal sessions often lead to presentations at 
the national GSA meetings, and quite a 
few students become first authors as part 
of their engagement in geological research. 
The sessions provide a nationally-recog-
nized forum for high school/undergradu-
ate research that generates a strong sense 
of ownership and achievement for young 
researchers; they allow visibility/network-
ing and professional feedback that simply 
cannot be replicated in typical undergrad-
uate-level activities; and they represent a 
valuable avenue for minorities, women, 
and underrepresented students to partici-
pate in a broad range of scientific programs 
at the national level. Early involvement in 
geological research and conferences also 
allows students to measure their strengths 
and their academic preparation compared 
to their peers at other institutions.  Final-
ly, from the standpoint of recruitment and 
retention of geoscience students, such an 
early experience is also known to catalyze 
program success for many academic insti-
tutions. 

The following candid reflection on the 
presentation from Zarine Ali sums up her 
basic understanding of geosciences-ca-
reer opportunities and provides import-
ant tips on how to become successful: 

 I am a Physical Scientist at the 
EPA today because of York’s Geology 
program. Although York has a smaller 
department in relation to other CUNY 
Colleges, students in the Geology 
program are provided with a classic 
geology background. Having a diverse 
background allows students to have an 
edge in a competitive job market. 

Most students were unaware that 
they can only apply for City and Fed-
eral internships while still a student. I 
emphasized the importance of building 
relationships during an internship, no 
matter how short the internship may 
be and keeping in touch with those con-
tacts. I was an intern at the EPA in the 
Fall of 2012 for only two months, and 
I got hired in the summer of 2015 after 
graduating with my masters in geology. 

I always knew York had a great 
geology program; however, I did not 
fully appreciate this until I got to 
graduate school. Although everyone in 
my graduate class had an undergrad-
uate degree in geology, some students 
had a difficulty in understanding the 
course material, whereas I was able 
to build on the foundation I received 
at York. The professors at York 
understand that their students are 
mostly immigrants with very diverse 
backgrounds and they encourage 
camaraderie amongst the students. 
This was especially important for me, 
as I dropped out of high school at the 
age of 15 and I did not have formal 
education for 8 years before declaring 
geology as my major my first semes-
ter. Without the professors providing 
a nurturing environment, while at 
the same time demanding the best, I 
[would] not be the Geologist I am to-

Kathy Robbins conducting field geology, 

Rosendale, Ulster County, New York

Shirley Jackson preparing Hawaiian beach 

sand samples for chemical analysis in the 

geology lab

From left to right: Charren Cabaroy and 

Zarine Ali; Tory Cave, Connecticut
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York Staff Attends HACU Conference 
In order to learn how to best serve York 
College’s increasing Hispanic population, 
several York staff joined 1,600 others na-
tionwide and flew to Miami Beach, Flor-
ida to attend the 29th HACU Conference 
(Hispanic Association of Colleges & Uni-
versities, October 10–12, 2015).  

The York delegation consisted of Deans 
Paola Veras and Vincent Banrey; Fabiola 
Salek, Chair of the Foreign Languages, 
ESL and Humanities Department; Is-
mael Perez, Assistant Vice-President for 
Planning and Budget; and Sarah Garcia, 
career counselor.  The group learned how 
to help York’s Hispanics stay the course 
until graduation and received accurate 
statistics about the 57  million Hispan-
ics in the U.S., including their academic, 
demographic, and workforce trends and 
their impact on the U.S. economy.  

The conference contained 50+ work-
shops, a town hall meeting, a pre-confer-
ence Latino higher education leadership 
institute and a post-conference deans’ 
forum.  More than 400 undergraduates 
attended the conference’s Student Track, a 
networking and career development con-

vention. Students networked with faculty, 
administrators and leading corporate, fed-
eral and nonprofit sector representatives.

Upon return to the York campus, 
York’s HACU conference attendees sup-
ported the Hispanic Heritage Month cel-
ebration in the atrium and the birth of 
the York College Hispanic Society, a new 
club on campus.  Through these two pro-
grams, the resources received in Miami 
will be disseminated, and the subjects of 
most concern to Hispanics will be ad-
dressed in a self-supporting manner.

Did you know: 

to see a 42% increase in Hispanic stu-
dents by 2021

-
panics acquire a 4-year college degree

group in government is Hispanics 

and Native American students than 
PBI’s (Predominantly Black Institu-
tions) and tribal colleges, combined

25% Hispanic student population. York 
is currently around 19% Hispanic 

HACU conference hotel complex

HNIP staff (HACU National Internship Pro-

gram) & Sara Garcia

day. Alumni are loyal to York because 
of the professors.

Khandaker currently works with the 
Education Committee of the Geological 
Society of America, which is undertaking 
a massive initiative to train and prepare 
220,000 geologists to meet future demand 

projected around 2021 (American Geosci-
ences Institute). An American Geosciences 
Institute report notes that at current grad-
uation rates, most of these geoscience jobs 
(professionals, teachers, and consultants) 
will not be filled by U.S. citizens.  Being at 
York, Khandaker feels very proud to be a 
part of this massive campaign and echoes 

John Geissman’s (past GSA president) po-
sition statement, “High-quality geoscience 
education is essential to understanding 
and adequately addressing the very press-
ing needs of our society, including sustain-
ability and human-caused climate change, 
as well as keeping the growing number of 
geoscience jobs filled by U.S. citizens.” 

York congratulates this year’s Student 
Government Association (SGA) Schol-
arship Awards:

Academic Excellence Scholarship 
Awardees ($2,000):
Bebi Rajendra, Mathematics
Hadiatou Akinwande, Physical Education
Manjeet Kaur, Chemistry
Mathieu Francois, Accounting
Osman Hossain, Physician Assistant
Sequena Clarke, Information Systems 

Management

SGA Emerging Leader Scholarship 
Awardees ($1000)
Tanging Sherpa, Physician Assistant
Ariel Rosario, Psychology
Emina Selmani, Physician Assistant
Daniela Arias, Biology
Ney Francois, Occupational Therapy
Carl Henry Isidore, Social Work
Irshaad Ismail, English
Katerina Murtazaeva, Psychology
Gadina Gill, Occupational Therapy
Clara Knowles, Psychology
Boris Avizov, Biology
Marco Loureiro, Geology

Kudos!

CUNY Academic 
Commons Workshop
Faculty Workshop—How York College  
Faculty Can Utilize the CUNY Academic  
Commons for Research and Scholarship.

Thursday, May 12, 2016
12:30 – 1:30pm, AC-2A04
Contact Kelly Josephs, kjosephs@york.
cuny.edu with any queries.
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TEN80 STEM Expo 2015 at York College
On Friday, December 4, 2015 approxi-
mately 600 students from neighboring 
NYC high schools as far as the Bronx 
came to York College to participate in a 
STEM (Science Technology Engineering 
and Math) Expo sponsored by the Unit-
ed States Army and led by TEN80 Edu-
cation. Through the coordinated efforts 
of both the Division of Student Devel-
opment and the Office of Academic Af-
fairs, the college was able to highlight its 
academic programs to both high school 
students and teachers alike that were un-
familiar with the notable programs of-
fered at York College. The event opened 
with a welcome and greetings from Dr. 
LaToro Yates, Director of Admissions, 
who pointed out the many advantages of 
both academic and student life programs 
offered to students at the institution.  
Immediately thereafter, a panel discus-
sion introduced students to the day’s 
agenda and objective of the program, 
which was to introduce participants to 
STEM related areas. During the panel 

discussion students were provided with 
career insights from LTC Gussenhoven 
(ROTC), Prof. Wayne Forrester (Busi-
ness and Economics), Dr. Elizabeth Al-
ter (Biology), and 2015 & 2012 National 
Hot Rod Association (NHRA) Top Fuel 
World Champion, Mr. Antron Brown. 
York faculty members were invited to 
participate in the program so they could 
highlight academic programs of study. 
Each speaker brought their expertise to 
the discussion with an emphasis on key 
elements of leadership, business and fi-
nance, biology and engineering respec-
tively.

   Following the discussion, students 
were divided into teams of five and they 
then moved through a series of work-
shops each designed with a different fo-
cus to help them formulate their teams in 
the following areas: Leadership (LED),  
Pitch (PCH), Intellectual Property (IP), 
BEAT (Computer Engineering), and 
Energy (EGY). In the LED workshop 
students explored the principles of lead-

ership while working within a team. In 
the PCH workshop students explored 
the art and science of turning ideas into 
an effective sales pitch. Students learned 
to utilize optimizing words to make 
compelling presentations. Students also 
crafted key sentences to create a team 
sales pitch through a “Shark Tank” style 
exercise. In the IP workshop teams 
worked together to create an invention 
or innovation as well as how to protect 
their idea through IP law and tools. In 

 Teams strategize at the BEAT workshop

From left to right: Professor Wayne Forrester, Dr. Elizabeth Alter, Antron Brown and  LTC Richard Gussenhoven address the assembly of 

NYC high school students and faculty



Academic Affairs Update January / February 2016 | 11

the BEAT workshop students learned 
the language of robotics and also ex-
plored how robots sense the world and 
get a feel for what they can they do. In 
the EGY workshop students discovered 
the concepts at the core of engineering, 
examined an electronic racecar, and the 
electricity that drives it. Students discov-
ered how energy technology and policy 
impact how we trade, and the implica-
tions of research and development on 
energy technology. The teams then re-

grouped at the Innovators-in-Training 
Challenge where students faced the ul-
timate challenge of developing an inno-
vative product or service for their com-
munity.  The students then produced a 
30-second sales pitch video to sell their 
idea. The recordings were then entered 
to compete against the other participat-
ing high schools nationally. The winning 
team receives $500 per team member 
for their school. The TEN80 team was so 
impressed with the college and the sup-

port provided that they asked to return 
for their next event. York College will 
host the Ten80 Education team again 
on March 23, 2016. This year’s event will 
feature a concert and new workshops 
targeting students with interests in 
sound engineering and music produc-
tion. We welcome faculty participation 
in this and future events.  The TEN80 
event was coordinated by Ms. Erzulie 
Vica Mars in collaboration with the Of-
fice of Academic Affairs. 

AACSB International Assessment Seminar
In pursuance of the School of Business 
and Information System accreditation 
and the Middle States accreditation for 
York College, Dr. Lloyd Amaghionyeo-
diwe and Dr. Fenio Annansingh-Jamie-
son attended and participated in the As-
sociation to Advance Collegiate Schools 
of Business (AACSB) International As-
sessment Seminar in Tampa, Florida, 
which was held on November 2-3, 2015.

The integration of practitioners into 
the business faculty is a prominent part 
of AACSB international’s revised ac-
creditation standards, approved for both 
business and accounting programs in 
2013. This standard requires schools to 
address three new areas: innovation, im-
pact, and engagement. These cannot be 
achieved without a balance of academic 
and professional faculty.    

Participants worked on understand-
ing the AACSB accreditation standards 
(2003 and 2013) and what is required for 
Assurance of Learning (AoL). The work-
shop also looked at the differences be-
tween course assessment and program 
assessment. Furthermore, it allowed 
participants to:

-
tion standards; 

objectives; 
-

vate of mission); 

program learning objectives; 

write a rubric; 
-

ulty resistance to AoL; 

of labor and determine if the assign-
ment of tasks, duties, and responsibil-
ities is appropriate. 

In recognition of the fact that many 
faculty are reluctant to engage in the 
assessment process, participants were 
encouraged to engage in continuous 
assessment and not just during the ac-
creditation period. A number of tricks 
and tips were identified to help engage 
faculty in the assessment process. This 
included:

to assess as an accreditation require-
ment.

assessment; request participation to 
help students improve.

 
management of students drawing 
upon business principles.

their own interest.
-

brics) can save them time.
-

ences.

only when it’s truly needed.
-

tions.

-
sessment can meet both teaching/ser-
vice and research goals.

–  Build upon faculty’s pedagogical 
practices in their own classes;

–  Build upon a rich history of course 
assessment and course improve-
ment and then help faculty under-
stand that only the level of analysis 
is different (i.e., the program).   

Finally, it is important to find the 
proper division of labor to get as many 
hands on the assessment ball as possible 
by identifying requisite tasks, duties, re-
sponsibilities and the players. It should 
be noted that these guidelines are min-
imum—each institution should base the 
acceptance level on its mission. 

Dr. Lloyd Amaghionyeodiwe and Dr. Fenio 

Annansingh-Jamieson of the School of 

Business and Information Systems
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Innovative Game-Based Pedagogies on Display 
at the 3rd Annual CUNY Games Festival
The CUNY Games Network, which is com-
posed of over 100 educators from a wide 
range of disciplines across CUNY, hosted 
the third annual CUNY Games Festival at 
the CUNY Graduate Center on January 
22nd, 2016. The CUNY Games Festival is 
a two-day conference on game-based peda-
gogies in higher education. Participants in-
cluded over 135 faculty members, research-
ers, graduate students, and undergraduates 
from across the country. The festival com-
mittee was led this year by Dr. Robert O. 
Duncan, Associate Professor of Behavioral 
Science at York College and The Graduate 
Center. The conference featured a plenary 
panel with Josh Debonis (Game Designer, 
Sortasoft), Leah Potter (Senior Instruction-
al Designer, Electric Funstuff), Carlos Her-
nandez (Professor of English and designer 
of the Lewis and Clark adventure game 
Meriwether, BMCC), and Jennifer Mangels 
(Professor of Psychology, Baruch College 
and The Graduate Center).  Several York 
College students and faculty were in atten-
dance.

With the growing maturity of game-
based learning in higher education comes 
a new set of questions. The focus has 
shifted from whether games are appro-
priate for higher education to how games 
can be best used to bring real pedagogical 
benefits and encourage student-centered 
education. The conference addressed 
current topics in game-based learning for 
higher education: What problems need 
to be addressed in higher education, and 
how might game-based learning address 
those problems? How might game-based 
learning mediate these problems if other 
solutions are present? How do these solu-
tions generalize across learners, disci-
plines, and campuses? What possibilities 
are there for educators to not only create/
implement games for learning but also to 
utilize/alter/subvert commercial games 
for learning? What differences do we see 
in digital versus non-digital game-based 
learning? What affordances or barriers 
are inherent in each? 

In his review of the conference, Dr. 
David Seelow (Program Director for 
Arts and Humanities at Excelsior College 
and Founding Executive Director of The 
Center for Game and Simulation-Based 
Learning) hailed the conference as a 
success and a role model for how faculty 
can organize to transform research and 
teaching. The article, CUNY Games Fes-
tival 3.0: New Voices and Practical Strate-
gies in Game-Based Learning for Higher 
Education, is reprinted below with per-
mission from the author. 

A couple of weeks ago I had the good 

fortune of attending the third annual CUNY 

Games Festival, which, in turn, had the mis-

fortune of needing to cancel the second 

day’s activities because of the monstrous 

storm Jonas that buried New York City in 

nearly two feet of snow. The Games Fes-

tival is an outgrowth of the CUNY Games 

Network, a group of CUNY (City University 

of New York) faculty (Joe Bisz, Francesco 

Crocco, Carlos Hernadez, Julie A.S. Cassi-

dy, Robert Duncan, Bruce Homer, Deborah 

Sturm, Kathleen Offenholley and Maura 

Smale) from different branches and disci-

plines of the university system with a com-

mon mission of promoting game-based 

learning. It is an admirable model for how 

faculty can voluntarily gather, organize 

and act in a way that makes a system-wide 

impact on both faculty and students.

For those who do not know, CUNY is a 

mammoth urban university with just un-

der 270,000 students enrolled in degree 

programs, 24 campuses, and around 6,700 

full time faculty. In other words, this city 

system is larger than most state-wide sys-

tems. Its mission is to provide quality low 

cost education to New York City residents 

and provide an upward path for disadvan-

taged populations. CUNY is among the 

most diverse institutions of higher learn-

ing in the country. The conference took 

place at the Graduate Center, which can 

be found on 5th Avenue and 35th Street 

between the legendary landmarks of the 

Empire State Building to the south and the 

New York Public Library to the north.

What impressed me most about the 

conference was the open forum given to 

new voices. All too often once something 

becomes popular in academia the plat-

form to speak shrinks to the self-selected 

anointed and new voices, diverse voices, 

are often shut out. At the Games Festival, 

there was space for many people interest-

ed in game-based learning, and they could 

be heard in an informal, collegial atmo-

sphere dedicated to improving classroom 

practice. The focus on both the classroom 

and higher education made this a vital 

York student Rose Deng, presents at the CUNY Games Festival
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event. Moreover, the opportunity to bring 

together many disciplines outside pro-

fessional game designers with an interest 

in using games of all kinds—digital and 

non-digital—in the classroom, both physi-

cal and online, was a welcome sight for me.

I will touch on just a few of the sessions I 

attended to point out a few practical ideas 

for other instructors. Let me start with 

my own strand “Literacy and Story,” (I will 

speak about my presentation in the next 

blog). Beatriz Albuquerque, a PhD can-

didate from Teacher’s College, Columbia 

University (northwest of the CUNY Gradu-

ate Center) and a native of Portugal, spoke 

about an art education class. She had her 

class of students—those wanting to teach 

art in a public school—play Super Mario 

World. Although this assignment does not 

seem to make complete sense in an art 

class, yes video games are art, but Mario 

might not be the most artistic of games; 

nonetheless, the idea was to have pre-ser-

vice teachers, many who never played a 

video, play one and simply discover what a 

video game does. Experiencing something 

new prompted, Ms. Albuquerque reports, 

some of the best group discussion she had 

encountered all semester. In particular, 

normally quiet nonparticipating students 

became very active contributors to the 

discussion. A major advantage of video 

games in any learning context is the likeli-

hood marginal students will become more 

central to the class experience.

The final short presentation in my block 

also had a curious unexpected benefit for 

me. Professor Joshua Fishburn, from the 

College of New Jersey, talked about “Writ-

ing Game Rules and Instructions, as a Com-

munication Exercise.” He uses the activity 

in a game design class, but I immediately 

saw its relevance to a writing class or class 

in interpersonal communication. Professor 

Fishburn asked his students to create a sim-

ple non digital two player game that would 

take 15 minutes to play. Students could 

only use one piece of paper, one writing 

instrument, and the game could only give 

the player one option. The finished games 

were then played in class with the designer 

watching, but unable to give the players any 

feedback. The assignment focused on the 

printed instructions each designer made for 

the game. Communication could only take 

place through the game pieces and piece 

of paper. Professor Fishburn reported the 

most common remark from designers was 

“Not like that!” On the other hand, the most 

common comment for players was to “clari-

fy” the instructions. In other words, the exer-

cise elicited a tension between the designer 

or writer of instructions and the player or 

reader of instructions. Although a design 

assignment, this translated precisely to the 

writing situation, especially technical writ-

ing, but really all writing. Audience aware-

ness is paramount. If the audience does not 

understand your writing, you are defeated 

before starting.

Many years ago, when directing a stu-

dent teaching program, one of my super-

vising teachers had her students, all stu-

dent teachers for Elementary Education, 

write directions for how to make a peanut 

butter sandwich. Sounds easy, right? Well 

if you had no prior knowledge of sand-

wich making the directions would not 

help much. Precise instructions are critical 

in a board game and really in any kind of 

technical writing. I dare say most written 

instructions I read end up in the trash be-

cause they are so poorly written, and these 

are written by professional writers!

A final point here would be the con-

straints put on students making a basic 

game. This principle works equally well in 

the writing classroom. Force students to 

write under very precise constraints—like 

the 14-line book reviews I used to do for 

Choice magazine—and you will be sur-

prised by the results. It is an excellent ex-

ercise in audience awareness and the im-

portance of clarity in writing. Those 14-line 

reviews, by the way, carried lots of “power.” 

Libraries often used the reviews as guides 

in making decisions about whether or not 

to purchase the book for their collection.

Next I attended a lively panel discussion 

in the Proshansky Auditorium. The best 

suggestion I pulled from this hour long dis-

cussion was a terrific idea for CUNY English 

professor Carlos Hernandez on his adapta-

tion of the classic albeit very simple board 

game Battleship (Milton Bradley, 1931). Dr. 

Hernandez calls his classroom version of 

the game “Battleship Grammar.” Here are 

the instructions:

“1) split the students into pairs and have 

two secretly draw two “battleships” on 

an 8×8 grid I provide, which have letters 

along the x-axis and numbers along the 

y-axis (a la the game Battleship). Then I 

show students sentences on PowerPoint 

slides. If they identify all the missing punc-

tuation in that sentence, they may shoot 

at their partners (again, a la Battleship).”

Being a sometime writing instructor, in 

the afternoon, I attended “Story and His-

tory.” I learned about a new and promising 

tool for writing interactive fiction called Un-

dum. As the tool outputs in HTML 5 and CSS 

3 it will be readable and playable on mobile 

devices. We will devote any number of fu-

ture posts to interactive fiction. Interactive 

fiction is not exactly a game by most defini-

tions, but many such fictions are; nonethe-

less, they are classified as games because 

of their interactive nature. Having taught 

literature for over two decades I can hon-

estly say no interactive text and no hyper-

text story has ever approached the quality 

of traditional fiction. At the same time, as a 

tool that allows students to create their own 

work and involve the reader as co-creator, 

I believe interactive fiction and nonfiction 

has tremendous teaching and learning 

potential even if we don’t get a Ulysses or 

Moby Dick. The point is not to produce clas-

sic literature, but to empower students’ cre-

ativity, and for teachers to help students use 

the dynamic features of interactive fiction in 

a variety of disciplines, especially History/

Social Studies and English, but potentially 

many other subject areas as well.

I also learned about an exceptional time 

travel card game called Chrononauts. A 

perfect game for the History classroom, stu-

dents learn how reinterpreting or changing 

a key or lynch-pin historical event/decision 

has wide ranging, long term consequenc-

es. This game is a kind of historical choose 

your own adventure where the student can 

Continued on next page c
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play out alternative historical scenarios that 

teach the students how a single event rip-

ples throughout history, but also that histo-

ry is a construction and not the stable, set 

reality often described in history textbooks.

Finally, graduate student Geoffrey 

Suthers talked about his NYU thesis game 

Sumer. I have always made The Epic of Gil-

gamesh required reading when teaching 

Introduction to Literature. For students, 

Sumerian culture is a relatively unknown, 

but crucial – indeed the foundation culture 

of western civilization. Consequently, stu-

dents should be introduced to this culture. 

Mr. Suthers described the very real tension 

between fun and accuracy in education-

al games. We all know how successful and 

how much fun the Civilization and Assas-

sin Creed series are, but we also know they 

are poor history. If such games can act as 

a springboard to a student’s independent 

investigation of history that’s great, but 

presenting them in a formal History class-

room seems problematic. The larger ques-

tion concerns “How do we design History 

games” that are historically accurate and 

fun? That’s a delicate balance very hard to 

achieve and worthy of extended discussion.

I concluded my day listening to Profes-

sor Doug C. Maynard from State University 

of New York (SUNY) New Paltz, talk about 

how he used Ingress, an augmented reality, 

massively multiplayer online location-based 

game. Those who are unfamiliar with aug-

mented reality games might want to visit the 

website and play for a time. Ingress does not 

particularly appeal to me, but the potential 

of augmented reality location based games 

is considerable. Think about weaving a sus-

penseful story around the exploration of 

historic neighborhoods (Harlem and Green-

wich Village in NYC come immediately to 

mind), landmarks, museums, public spaces 

in general. Augmented reality strikes me as 

especially useful for Environmental Science, 

Sociology, Urban Anthropology and History.

Overall, the CUNY Games Festival was a 

refreshing and practical event dedicated to 

game-based learning and its many faces.

By David Seelow, PhD.
Founding Executive Director, 

The Center for Game and 
Simulation-Based Learning and 

Founder,  
The Online Writing Lab Center 
for Online Education, Learning 

and Academic Services
Excelsior College

3rd Annual CUNY Festival drew participants 

from all over North America

CUNY Games Festival
Continued from previous page
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Julissa Contreras

Nursing Professors  
Earn Post-Master  
Credentials
The School of Health Sciences and Pro-
fessional Programs and its Nursing De-
partment are excited to announce that 
Drs. Bernadette Amiccuci and Clau-
dette McFarquhar recently completed 
the Post Master’s Certification Nurse 
Practitioner’s program in Family Prac-
tice at Lehman College of CUNY. Such 
education and clinical training will be 
highly valuable when York’s Nursing 
Department develops a graduate-level 
Nurse Practitioner program. 

Drs. Amiccuci and McFarquhar com-
pleted a total of 32 credits of coursework, 
along with a total of some 1,200 hours of 
clinical, family nurse practice at various 
clinical sites in NYC. They both are now 
prepping for their national Nurse Practi-
tioner Certification Exam. 

Dr. Amiccuci           Dr. McFarquhar

From left to right: Kiran Jayaram (York 

College), Norberto Baldi (Universidad de 

Costa Rica), Jhon Picard Byron (Université 

d’Etat d’Haïti),  and Rodrigo Llanes Salazar 

(Universidad Autónomoa Metropoli-

tana-Iztapalapa).  

Professor Jayaram on the Lecture Circuit
Dr. Kiran Jayaram (Assistant Professor 
of Anthropology/Black Studies) recently 
gave seven presentations on his research.  
He received invi-
tations to give four 
talks about contem-
porary relations be-
tween Haiti and the 
Dominican Repub-
lic: New York Uni-
versity (New York, 
NY), University of 
Tennessee Knoxville 
(via Skype), Rutgers 
University (New 
Brunswick, NJ), and 
Siena College (Al-

bany, NY).  At the Haitian Studies As-
sociation (Montreal, Canada; 22-24 Oct 
2015), as a part of the all-day pre-confer-
ence event for college students, he pre-
sented on how to fund studies related to 
Haiti and Haitians.  At the same confer-
ence, he gave a paper on Dominican po-
licing as it related to Haitian migrants.  
During the annual meetings of the 
American Anthropological Association 
(Denver, CO; 18-22 Nov 2015), Dr. Ja-
yaram presented a paper based upon his 
experience co-teaching a biological an-
thropology course in Haiti with his col-
league, Dr. Norberto Baldi (Universidad 
de Costa Rica). He is currently working 
on expanding the paper for submission 

to American Anthropologist, a flagship 
anthropology journal. 

Dr. Jayaram pre-

senting at the AAA 

conference.

New Scholarship and Awards Coordinator Appointed at York
Julissa Contreras, a long-time staff 
member at York College, has moved to a 
new position as Scholarship and Awards 
Coordinator. Ms. Contreras comes to 
the position with many years of experi-
ence at York working in both the Admis-
sions and Financial Aid Offices.  As well, 
she was a former program manager for 
Bridge to College. 

As Scholarship Coordinator, Ms. Con-
treras will promote and administer all 
York College internal and external schol-
arships and awards; advise students in 
applying for scholarships; develop and 
implement relevant programs and events; 

and represent the College at the CUNY 
Scholarship Council.  She can be contact-
ed at jcontreras@york.cuny.edu, 718-252-
5343, or in the Scholarship Center (Room 
AC-4DA1) for information regarding 
scholarship enterprises at York. 
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York College Professor Wins  
Poet of The Year Award
Tomás Modesto Galán, an adjunct professor in the De-
partment of Foreign Languages, ESL, and Humanities, 
a “Dominican writer” and cultural activist, was the re-
cipient of the 2015 Poet of the Year Award at the recent 
Americas Poetry Festival of New York.

The Division of Interdisciplinary Studies at the Center  
for Worker Education of The City College of New York  
presented the award at a gathering of multilingual  
poets from all over the world. The event honors the  
memory of the late Colombian poet William Beltrain  
(1973-2011). Professor Galán is the Cultural  
Coordinator of the Latino-American Book Festival,  
Libro Abierto. His works have appeared in several  
anthologies: Voces de Ultramar, Viajeros del Rocío,  
Tertuliando, and Brújula Compass 28, de 1998.  
Galán’s poetry collection Amor en  
bicicleta was awarded the  
Premio Letras de Ultramar  
in 2014.

York College extends  
congratulations to  
Professor Galán on his  
outstanding accomplishment! 


