GENERAL EDUCATION TASK FORCE

MINUTES

OCTOBER 2, 2008

Present: Hamid Bahri, Margaret Ballantyne, Anamika Dasgupta, Bill Divale, William Dinello, Stephan Kishore, Vadim Moldovan, Veronica Shipp, Debra Swoboda, Xiaodan Zhang

* A meeting of the College Personnel and Budget Committee scheduled at the same time prevented several Task Force members from attending 

Reforming the General Education Curriculum
Task Force co-chair Debra Swoboda reported that some of the discussion taking place in the Faculty Inquiry Groups (FIGs) raised questions about the extent of general education reform. She said that reform meant looking at the entire curriculum and reconsidering its content, how it is delivered and who delivers it. Bill Divale said that this would likely be a 2-3 year process and that curriculum reform at York would entail cultural change. Task Force co-chair Margaret Ballantyne said that FIGs may decide to do things differently and that the administration would need to buy in on how it is delivered.
December 4 Report Guidelines
Task Force chairs outlined guidelines for the December 4 report dues from each FIG. Each FIG should develop a written report that addresses the following: 1) a problem statement (what curricular/teaching/learning issues have been identified); 2) findings (what statistics, program examples, methods, or needs elucidate the problem); 3) learning objectives (what specific goals or learning objectives have been identified); and 4) model (what course(s), modules, or experiences are being proposed). Ballantyne emphasized that report differences will exist across FIGs, since they will propose different types of courses or models or experiences. Co-chair Vadim Moldovan said that even though there will be variation across reports, each FIG should include something addressing each of the four guidelines.
FIG Reports
FIG leaders or their representatives reported on discussion taking place within the various FIGs. Ballantyne, representing the Freshman Experience FIG, said that the group had decided to look at freshman experiences across CUNY campuses and that the issue of semantics pertaining to what a freshmen experience entails had been raised. Swoboda, representing the Pre-professional Linked Courses FIG, reported that the group had identified problems in the existing general education curriculum such as its large size, the existence of hidden prerequisites, too many large generic survey courses, a lack of interdisciplinary intersections, and a failure to instill necessary skills for entering upper-division courses and/or pre-professional programs. Ballantyne commented that few general education courses even meet the writing enhanced requirement. Veronica Shipp, Sophomore Experience FIG leader, said that her group had agreed to look at what CUNY, peer and benchmark institutions had developed in this area and that the group had discussed how there were too many options for students in the existing general education curriculum. She also said that joint discussion among the freshman, sophomore and capstone experiences FIG leaders would be useful at some point. Hamid Bahri, Foreign Languages FIG leader, reported that concerns over possible connections between English writing performance and Foreign Language use had been raised by members of his group and that the group had decided to revise existing foreign language courses rather than create new ones. Moldovan, reporting on the Quantitative Literacy FIG, said that the group was still addressing whether it would focus on curricular development or assessment outcomes. He also said that the group had decided to pursue developing modules to bring quantitative literacy examples into general education courses and was making plans to develop a pilot project. Bill Divale, Linked Existing Courses FIG leader, said that he was looking at links across disciplines. Xiaodan Zhang, Collaborative Learning FIG leader, said that the group had decided to look at collaborative learning research as a first step and that the group would invite Leslie Keiler to speak to the group about her research on collaborative learning.
FIG Membership
Task Force members discussed FIG membership and FIG delineation. Several individuals were added to or removed from the list of FIG members (attachment). The following recommendations were made: 1) add a liberal arts faculty member to the Pre-professional Linked Courses FIG and move a member of this FIG to the English FIG for wider representation and better balance; 2) rename the English FIG the Writing FIG, since this is a better reflection of the FIG’s work; 3) remove the Lectures FIG and the Experiential Learning FIG from the list of FIGs or reconfigure and populate them quickly if no activity is taking place; 4) add a Cultural FIG and a Global FIG only if these formations have cross-department members and who meet FIG guidelines (e.g., commitment to the general education reform process and willingness to work within the Task Force structure).
Student Representation
Task Force members discussed ways to include students’ perspectives in the reform process. After some discussion, Bahri suggested that the Task force develop a brief questionnaire asking students about problems or limitations in York’s general education curriculum and that this be distributed to campus clubs for feedback by the Task Force student government representative, Stephan Kishore. Members, including Kishore, agreed that this would be a useful and feasible way to get student input.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:40pm.
Faculty Inquiry Groups

Freshman Seminar:
Leader:
Laura Fishman



Members:
Marie Carrese




Naz Khandaker




Deborah Majerovitz




Elizabeth Meddeb




Bonnie Oglensky



George White

Sophomore Experience:
Leader:
Veronica Shipp



Members:
Donald Auriemma




Colleen Clay




Deborah Glaser




Tania Levey


Capstone Experience:
Leader:
Howard Ruttenberg



Members:
Nina Buxenbaum



Donna Chirico



Sam Hux



Patricia Milanes


Linked Pre-Professional Courses:
Leaders:
Ouida Murray & Robert Clovey



Members:
Vickie Ashton



Andrew Criss




Lillian Kaplan




Andrea Krauss




Ray Marks


English/Writing:
Leader:
Valerie Anderson



Members:
Charles Coleman




Richi Nath




Scott Sheidlower


Collaborative Learning:
Leader:
Xiaodan Zhang



Members:
Michelle Gregory




Heather Robinson




Wenying Huang-Stolte



Karin Wolf

Scientific Literacy
Leaders:
Laura Beaton & Ruel Desamero



Members:
Kate Foster



Leslie Keiler



Margaret MacNeil


Linked Existing Courses:
Leader:
Bill Divale


Mathematics:
Leader:
Lou D'Alotto



Members:
Cheryl Adams




Aegina Barnes




Larry Preiser




Farley Mawyer



Aghajan Mohammadi




Vadim Moldovan



George White




Karin Wolf




Tsu-Chin Wu

Foreign Language:
Leader:
Hamid Bahri



Members:
Tim Amrhein




Richi Nath




Fabiola Savek



Lorraine Stern



Gaila Weber



Information Literacy:
Leader:
Anamika Dasgupta



Members:
Ratan Dhar




Robert Duncan




Samuel Ghelli




Christina Miller
