GENERAL EDUCATION TASK FORCE

MINUTES

December 3, 2009

Present: Valerie Anderson, Margaret Ballantyne, Donald Auriemma, Hamid Bahri, Anamika Dasgupta, Laura Fishman, Wayne Forrester, Sarah Gillespie, Lidia Gonzalez, Jonathan Hall, Holger Henke, Jane Keleher, Stephan Kishore, Andrea Krauss, Margaret MacNeil, Deborah Majerovitz, Vadim Moldovan, Tim Paglione, Dorothy Ramsey, Howard Ruttenberg, Debra Swoboda, Xiaodan Zhang

Guest: Provost Ivelaw Griffith
FIG Report Summary
See attached chart that Task Force members constructed.

Provost's Remarks

The Provost addressed a series of questions and concerns related to reforming general education (GE):
Q: Which model of delivery is preferable in terms of the number of disciplines involved and literacies taught? Response: The Provost suggested collecting the data on CUNY senior colleges GE requirements. Lehman has been identified as York’s peer institution.
Q: What about the transferability of new GE credits from to York outside and from York to other institution? Response: We are attempting to create a culture of general education and a distinctive curriculum that would compel students to seek our brand and stay at York. York is the last senior college among CUNYs to undergo GE reform. Different pedagogies and delivery systems should lead to similar outcomes in learning.


Q: What resources will exist for faculty development, program development and the impact of delivering the new GE on workload. Response: The Provost expressed commitment to training faculty to operate in the new GE.

Q:  How many faculty would be involved in new GE? Response: Ultimately, the entire faculty will be involved as GE is the core of York College experience.


Q: What is the institutional location of a new GE – inside schools, departments, a new structure?

Response: If the goal is to maximize the cross-departmental mix of keystone courses, you must attempt to draw participants from different schools. Spanning the disciplines that lie far afield from each other impacts delivery, especially if a renaissance or concurrent team model is used. The composition of teaching teams must include considerations for team members' expertise, ability to collaborate, and interest in retooling. You must also take into account considerations for class size in terms of pedagogies, presence of appropriate class rooms, and cost-effectiveness.  Regarding budget considerations, you must ask 'how small is small?' in terms of class size, and ultimately I supporting a large 'small' size. For smaller class size, a rationale has to be developed. On-line course delivery should also be a consideration of the new GE as a way to address the shortage of classroom space. Thus, explore the relationship between pedagogies, delivery systems, and class size.

Q: How would the new and old GE coexist? Response: We need a plan to phase out the old GE and phase in the new. Beware of the turf war around the new GE and the possible tendency to pull new GE reform apart by various departments and schools. There is a need to integrate professional programs and new GE – the latter feeding into professional programs and more closely responding to their needs. We need to consider accreditation constraints of professional programs. There is also a need to stress the collective ownership of the new GE.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:00pm.
Summary of Reports from the Faculty Inquiry Groups                        November 5, 2009

	Courses
	Objectives
	Literacies
	# of Disciplines
	Pedagogy
	Principles
	Delivery

	Freshman Seminar
	Apply skills for college-level assignments;

Apply library research skills (print/electronic);

Demonstrate effective written/oral communication;

Identify resources and connections
	Information literacy (IL), writing (W), oral communication (OC), and quantitative literacy (QL)
	Multi-disciplinary
	Experiential, collaborative, cooperative, discussion
	(Ethics re. academic integrity)

Integrative, collaborative, practical, technological, global – museum field report
	

	Arts of Expression
	Develop and practice oral and written expression; awareness of the genre; analysis of form and content of written and visual tasks; texts in arts and humanities disciplines; formulating an argument 
	W, OC, Communication and reading(R)
	Multimedia; two disciplines in humanities and arts
	Class discussion
	Global

Integrative; practical; technological
	

	Human Behavior
	Understand core concepts of relevant disciplines; describe tools and methods; apply disciplinary perspectives to social issues; practice scientific process
	IL, QL, W, OC
	5
	Collaborative, problem-based
	Ethical, integrative, practical, collaborative, global, technological
	

	Logic & Explanation
	Recognizing ambiguity, development of critical reading skills, practice discourse and theoretical structure, detect problems that guide action and inquiry
	OC, R, W, QL, IL
	Numerous
	Discussion
	Ethical, integrative, global, practical, technological, collaborative
	

	World and US History
	Develop and utilize skills of information literacy, develop special skills/maps, OC, Writing, develop appropriate vocabulary, analyze complex connections to different skills, critical thinking
	IL, OC, W, QL, data tables, maps, geographic literacy
	5
	Experiential, collaborative
	E, G, I, P, T, C
	

	Scientific Literacy
	Understand and apply scientific method, understand ethical implications; design and conduct experiments, evaluate scientific info, communicate scientific concepts
	QL, W, R, IL, OC


	4
	Lecture, experiential, collaborative
	E, P, T, G, C, I
	


