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Spring Symposium Informs and

Commends

L.-r.: York faculty members at the College Spring Symposi-
um

According to York’s
President Dr. Marcia V.
Keizs at the recent Col-
lege Symposium, the
year thus far has been at
once the best of times

during the worst of times
at York.

The President, speak-
ing at the College’s re-
cent 2014 Spring Sym-
posium, pointed out that
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the college community
has  weathered with
aplomb, a difficult se-
mester fraught with in-
clement weather condi-
tions.

“I want to appreciate
everybody’s work during
a  difficult semester
weather-wise, said Presi-
dent Keizs. “Everyone
is working very hard. I
especially want to men-
tion  Buildings and
Grounds and faculty and
students who struggle to
get here. We just can’t
fight the weather. But
do your best to make up
those classes. Make
them up through Black

cont.’d on p.17

York Celebrates Mandela during Black

History Month

When Nelson Mandela
died in December, York
was in the throes of
wrapping up the Fall
semester with finals and
other college matters.
But President Marcia V.
Keizs knew she wanted
the college to celebrate

the life of the South Afti-
can freedom fighter in a
more meaningful way
than time immediately
permitted.

She called upon Dis-
tinguished Lecturer Dr.
Ron Daniels to deploy

cont.’d on p.14

Dr. Ron Daniels addressing
the audience during the
event
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Dr. Cicely

aspects of the self-study

o

Horsham-
Brathwaite and Dr. Henke
during their presentation on

Dr. Cynthia Haller, recog-
nizing members of the self-
study committee
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York Celebrates Foundations of
Excellence Self-Study

After months of meet-
ings, reviews and a col-
lege-wide seminar by
guest John N. Gardner,
president of the national-
ly recognized Institute
for Excellence in Under-
graduate Education,
York’s Foundations of
Excellence (FoE) partic-
ipants were recently fet-
ed by the Office of Aca-
demic Affairs at an af-
ternoon town hall and
reception at the college.

Held in Room 3DO01,
the afternoon event
acknowledged commit-
tee leaders and members
with certificates of ap-
preciation and refresh-
ments.

“The Town Hall
event was meant to ac-
complish at least two
things: first, to mark a
sort of mid-point and
transition from the self-
study phase to the imple-
mentation of some rec-
ommendations suggest-
ed by it (as well as by
several other commit-
tees),” said Dr. Holger
Henke, Assistant Prov-
ost. “Secondly it
served], to recognize the
input by so many facul-
ty, staff, and students
from all across the Col-
lege.”

According to Dr.
Henke, the first year is

generally recognized as
a critical transition peri-
od for many or most stu-
dents.

“How they do in their
first year, but also what
sort of support and expe-
rience they have during
this period, sets the tone
and trajectory for their
subsequent college ca-
reer,” said Henke. “In
other words, the way in
which we, as a college,
support the first year and
students’ progress to-
wards graduation is a
question of student suc-
cess at York. More ad-
ministratively speaking,
it is hoped that the initia-
tives and focus emerging
from this self-study will
translate into continued
improvement in our re-
tention and graduation
rates.”

The idea behind the
FoE  self-study was
based on “The Gardner
Initiative  and  Self-
Study” and brought to
York’s attention by Dr.
Frank Sanchez, CUNY
Vice-Chancellor for Stu-
dent Affairs.  York’s
President, Dr. Marcia V.
Keizs saw the opportuni-
ty for York to improve
some practices at York.

“More broadly speak-
ing — and as we are aim-
ing to merge suggestions

from this initiative with
prior task forces and
committees,” said Hen-
ke, “retention and gradu-
ation have been a con-
cern of the Office of Ac-
ademic Affairs for some
time. They are critical
indicators that really
need to be monitored
and worked on consist-
ently.”

The President was
pleased to see the pro-
gress of the committee.

“Welcome to the clo-
sure of this part of FoE,”
said President Keizs,
who also thanked com-
mittee  co-chairs, Dr.
Holger Henke and Dr.
Cicely Horsham-
Brathwaite for their
leadership.  “We are
well on our way. I knew
that part of this was for
Student Affairs and Aca-
demic Affairs to collab-
orate. As President [ am
very committed to the
tenet of this program and
committed to its imple-
mentation.”

The study took place
“over nine dimensions”
and participants who
completed the two sur-
veys included 271 stu-
dents and 67 faculty and
staff members.

Dr. Cynthia Haller,
acting chair of the Eng-

cont.’d on ]y
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Community Health Major Gets
Impressive New Scholarship

Stephane  Labossiere’s
York College experience
has been one filled with
adventure and success.
The graduating senior
recently received his
latest scholarship, a So-
ciety for Public Health

Education’s  (SOPHE)
Vivian Drenckhahn
Scholarship. It is only

the latest in many schol-
arships he has received
since arriving at York as
a freshman in 2010.

Although modest in
sum ($1,500), the award
is prestigious in overall
value, and according to
Labossiere, a first for
York and indeed, for
CUNY. It is given to
“deserving graduate or
undergraduate students.”
His winning essay was
based on research in
food and nutrition

A native of — Port-au-
Prince, Haiti, Labossiere
has been a most prolific
young scholar. To fund
his education, he has
received more than
$20,000 in scholarships
during his time at York.
They include a Thur-
good Marshall College
Fund Student Ambassa-
dor/Scholar award of
$7,000; a Costco Schol-
arship Thurgood Mar-
shall  College  Fund

Qard for $6,200; a

CUNY Research Foun-
dation Scholarship of
$2,500, a York Student
Government Association
award of $1,500 and a
York College Alumni
Association Scholarship
for Juniors. If that’s not
dizzying enough, he also
received  study-abroad
funding from York and
the CUNY STOCS
(Study/Travel Opportu-
nities for CUNY Stu-
dents) program, for his
recent trip to China.

Labossiere, who al-
ready spoke four lan-
guages (French, French
Creole, English and
Spanish), recently par-
ticipated in the STOCS
program to finance his
trip to the Asian nation
to learn a fifth: Manda-
rin. This of course, is in
preparation for his future
as a global health profes-
sional.

He has also partici-
pated in numerous re-
search presentations at
York and the CUNY
Graduate Center. His
internships and fellow-
ships include Jamaica
Hospital Medical Cen-
ter’s WIC Program; Col-
laborative Research
Group on Health Policy
Promotion at the York
College Department of
Health and Physical Ed-
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ucation; and the Nation-
al Urban League (NUL)
where he is an intern
under the mentorship of
Dr. Noel Manyiado, a
graduate of the Harvard
School Public Health.
In this internship La-
bossiere has also had the
opportunity to write,
edit, and publish the
NUL Community Health
Worker newsletter.

For Labossiere, a first
generation college at-
tendee, his undergradu-
ate education has to be
more than acquiring the
120 credits needed to
graduate from York.
For him it is important
to take additional classes
whether in his direct
major or to enhance his
qualification. Conse-
quently, he will graduate
with more than 150
credits. He has also ben-
efited from the mentor-
ship of the college’s out-
standing faculty.

“York is the best
[college] in CUNY that I
could have gone to,” he
said. “Once you find
your connection with a
professor who inspires
you, you can go on to
great things. And if you
ever want to find re-
sources that you can lev-
erage, turn to the profes-
sors.”

cont.’d on p.9

Stephane Labossiere
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in Teaching and Learning
2013-14 Theme: Pedagogies that Enhance Connection & Competence

Thursday, March 13 Workshop: Flipping: Turning the Classroom Inside Out (Part 2)
12—-1:45pm  CETL, AC 4EA1
Facilitators: Margarett Alexandre, Health Professions
Emily Davidson, Health Professions

Lidia Gonzalez, Mathematics & Computer Science

Thursday, Mar 27 Workshop: Re-Thinking Undergraduate Research: Strategies
For Creating Effective Assignments

12 -1:45pm  CETL, AC4EAl

Facilitators: ~ York Writing Across the Curriculum Writing Fellows
Thursday, Apr 3 Workshop/ Maker-Culture and You: How 3D-Printing and Hands-
Webinar: On Learning Can Augment Traditional Pedagogy

12 —1:45 pm Maker-Space, AC 4M04

Facilitator: Dan Phelps, Performing & Fine Arts
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o George White, (Associate Professor & Chair, Department of History and Philosophy, School of Arts & Sci-
ences), gave a lecture “Building a Church in the Army: Chaplain Robert Dokes, Black Religious Practice,
and Racial Resistance in World War I1,” at the Center for the Study of Force and Diplomacy, Temple Uni-
versity, February 19, 2014.

e Michael O. Sharpe, (Assistant Professor, Department of Behavioral Sciences, School of Health & Behavior-
al Sciences) published his new book Postcolonial Citizens and Ethnic Migration: The Netherlands and Ja-

\ pan in the Age of Globalization, (Houndmills, UK: Palgrave Macmillan 2014).
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Women in Math and Computing Day

at York

On February 20, 2014,
York College kicked off
its Women’s History
Month Activities a bit
early with Women in
Math and Computing
Day. This annual event,
held for the 5th time this
year, was originally
called Women in Math
Day but this year the
title was changed to
make the event more
inclusive.

The event grew out of
the York Tensor Schol-
ar’s Program, a math
circle at York College
funded initially by the
Mathematical Associa-
tion of America and then
by the American Associ-
ation of  University
Women, in which inclu-
sivity is a key theme.

The program, di-
rected by Dr. Lidia Gon-
zalez (Mathematics &
Computer Science) and
co-directed by Dr. Rishi
Nath (Mathematics &
Computer Science) was
created to challenge the
underrepresentation  of
women and others in
mathematics. Through
academic talks and so-
cial gatherings, the pro-
gram aims to create a
feeling of belonging
among students in a dis-
cipline that is typically
known for filtering stu-

dents out as opposed to
wnging them in.

The event kicked off
with introductory re-
marks by Dr. Freya
Pritchard (Chairperson,
Mathematics & Comput-
er Science) and Presi-
dent Keizs. Both noted
the importance of an
event aimed at women in
mathematics and compu-
ting given the challenges
that women have histori-
cally faced in these dis-
ciplines and the inequi-
ties that still exist.

Dean Chirico (School
of Arts & Sciences)
spoke of these inequities
from a personal stand-
point noting the blatant
sexism she encountered
as a college student try-
ing to enroll in a chemis-
try course. Dr. Fabiola
Salek (Chairperson, For-
eign Languages, ESL
and Humanities) also
made some introductory
remarks on behalf of the
Women’s Studies Pro-
gram and noted a num-
ber of upcoming events
to celebrate Women’s
History Month at York
College this March.

The program for the
day consisted of five
academic talks focused
on a number of varied
topics in both mathemat-
ics and computing.
Speaking to a crowd
consisting mostly of
York College students,
Dr. Zigian (Cecilia)

Dong, an Assistant Pro-
fessor in the Department
of Electrical and Com-
puter Engineering at
New York Institute of
Technology, spoke on
“Estimation of Missing
Measurements in Com-
puter Networks: Matrix
Completion vs. Com-
pressed Sensing.” In
addition to describing
her work in this area, Dr.
Dong encouraged stu-
dents in attendance to
apply for a summer Re-
search Experience for
Undergraduates that she
will be working with.
Her talk was followed
by “An Introduction to
Quantum Computation”
given by Dr. Marianna
Bonanome, an Associate
Professor in the Depart-
ment of Mathematics at
the New York City Col-

lege of Technology.
Following this, the
program turned to two
general interest talks.
Dr. Quanlei (Shelley)
Fang, an Associate Pro-
fessor in the Department
of Mathematics and
Computer Science at
Bronx Community Col-
lege, gave a talk titled
“Math is Everywhere” in
which she highlighted
mathematical ~ connec-
tions in nature, games
and music. Her col-
league, Dr. Kealey Dias,
cont.’d on p.8
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Dr. Gonzalez, Dr.
Pritchard, and Dean Chiri-
co

pated in the event
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Dr. Oladipo and Prof.
Bharosay

L.-r.:

Professor
Bharosay, Dr. Oladipo

and Professor Randy
Boxx, Dean Emeritus,
Harry F. Byrd, Jr. School
of Business, Shenandoah
University

o

~

School of Business Prepares for AACSB

Accreditation

The School of Business
and Information Systems
(SBIS) which was estab-
lished in 2009 has two
Departments: Account-
ing & Finance and Busi-
ness & Economics.

SBIS prepares men
and women from around
the world to lead global
businesses of the next
century, whether those
enterprises are big or
small, corporate or en-
trepreneurial.

At the inception, the
School’s undergraduate
degree program offers a
Bachelor of Science in
Accounting and a Bach-
elor of Arts in Econom-
ics, Bachelors of Science
in Aviation Manage-
ment, Marketing and
Business Administration
(with concentrations in
Human Resources, En-
trepreneurship, and Fi-
nance).

In the last four years
substantial progress has
been made in revitaliz-
ing and strengthening
SBIS strategic manage-
ment. The strategic
management is shaped
by a variety of driving
forces. One of them is
the need to provide high

YORKCOLLEGECUNY

quality education for our
main stakeholders — the
students. This necessi-
tated a number of strate-
gic decisions related to
curriculum enhance-
ments and new program
development.

With the leadership
of Dr. Olajide Oladipo,
the Department of Busi-
ness and Economics
added two new tracks to
the Business Admin-
istration concentrations:
Logistics and Supply
Chain Management, &
International Business.

Another strategic
management in SBIS is
also associated with an-
other important group of
stakeholders — the facul-
ty. As the SBIS pre-
pares for the Association
to Advance Collegiate
Schools of Business
(AACSB) accreditation
which is regarded as a
mark of excellence in
educational programs in
Business, the College
plans to ensure a proper
mix of adjunct and full-
time faculty, and provide
support for conference
attendance and training.

To achieve AACSB
accreditation, business

programs must satisfy
the expectations of a
wide range of quality
standards relating to cur-

riculum, faculty re-
sources, admissions,
degree requirements,
library and computer
facilities, financial re-

sources, and intellectual
climate that are all mis-
sion-linked.

York College SBIS is
a member of the
AACSB and as a first
step towards the
AACSB  accreditation,
and with the recommen-
dation of Dean Alfred
Ntoko, the College spon-
sored the chairs in SBIS,
Professors Bharosay and

Oladipo to attend
AACSB Assessment and
Business Accreditation

Seminars, October 2013
and January 2014, re-
spectively in Tampa,
Florida. According to
Dr. Oladipo “the
AACSB  accreditation
will open doors to a
number of great oppor-
tunities not only for the
institution but for the
students as well.”

/
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Student Completes Tropical Marine Biology Course

in Costa Rica
by Ezazul Haque

Ezazul Haque, a senior in the Department of Earth and Physical Sciences was selected by the
CUNY STOCS (Study/Travel Opportunities for CUNY Students) and York College Study Abroad
Program to participate and conduct research on tropical marine biology in Costa Rica. He was
recommended by both Dr. Khandaker and Dr. Schleifer, and the following account highlights his
three-week long experience of academic and cultural richness.

This winter session I
had the opportunity to
attend a study abroad
program in Tropical Ma-
rine Biology in Costa
Rica. The program was

facilitated through
Queens College, the
University Studies
Abroad Consortium

(USAC) at the Universi-
ty of Nevada, Reno, and
the USAC branch in
Puntarenas, Costa Rica.
The program spanned
from December 26, 2013
to January 16, 2014. My
courses included a 3-
credit class on Tropical
Marine Biology, a 1-
credit field study, and a
I-credit  course on
Dance. In the course,
we learned about the
major diverse groups of
marine organisms and
their evolutionary histo-
ry. These include plank-
ton, nekton, algae, porif-
era, cnidarians, echino-
derms, and arthropods.
There were discus-
sions and debates on
policy and decision-
making for several ma-
rine environment issues
in Costa Rica. For one
of our field study trips

Qvisited a remote is-

land called Isla Venado
in the Gulf of Nicoya,
where due to the direc-
tion of the gulf and oce-
anic currents a lot of
trash from Central Val-
ley, where half of Costa
Rica’s population lives,
washes up. This has an
even greater impact on
marine organisms. For
example, sea turtles in-
gest plastic bags since
they appear similar to
jellyfish and they have
digestion complications
that can lead to death.
Our next field trip
was in San Lucas Island,
where we went snorkel-
ing and [ was able to see
sergeant major fish,
crabs, and a manta ray. I
was also able to go scu-
ba diving in Montezuma,
where swam next to an
Oceanic ~ White  Tip
Shark, and saw beautiful
varieties of starfish, sea
cucumber and puffer
fish. Another field trip
allowed us to explore
mangroves which are a
type of forest that has
immense environmental
and ecological im-
portance. We were able
to observe the Rhi-
zophora species of man-

groves, which are the
most common in Costa
Rica.

They have several
methods for salt removal
process for maintaining
osmosis.  There are
glands that help in ex-
tracting and filtering out
the salt. The tough
leaves of mangroves
also play roles in salt
removal. For example,
glands in lower part of
leaf can extract salt.
Another method is that
when the leaf is turning
yellow and is close to
dying a large amount of
salt will be sent to it so
that when it dies and
falls it will take salt with
it. Yet another method
is reverse osmosis. The
roots in the mud have
small finger-like struc-
tures that will stick out
and when the tide goes
down get air into the
roots.

I also collected sever-
al soil and sand samples
from the different places
I visited. I am currently
working with Dr. Nazrul
Khandaker and Dr. Stan-
ley Schleifer to analyze
these samples and pre-

cont.’d on p.13
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Ezazul Haque on a scuba

excursion in Costa Rica

Getting around in Costa
Rica ...
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L.-r.: Dr. Bonanome (New
York City College of Tech-
nology), Dr. Nath (York
College), and Dr. Sellers

(Penn State University)

[ ¥ by
York students attending the
event dinner

\_

CONGRATULATIONS !!!

York’s Social Work program recently achieved its re-accreditation from the
Council on Social Work Education (CSWE). The program was re-accredited
for the duration of 8 years, until October 2021.

Panayiotis Meleties, Ph.D.
Interim Provost & VP of Academic Affairs

cont.’d from p.5

an Assistant Professor in
the same department
gave a talk on the “The
Golden Ratio.” Dr. Bo-
nanome, Dr. Fang and
Dr. Dias were all intro-
duced by Dr.
Wojciechowski (Dept. of
Mathematics & Comput-
er Science) who was
instrumental in getting
them to speak at York
College.

Between talks those in
attendance were treated
to coffee, juice and as-
sorted snacks. Addition-
ally, it was during these
breaks that the York
Tensor Scholars Pro-
gram presented the De-
partment of Mathematics
and Computer Science
with several prints high-
lighting the contributions
of women in mathemat-
ics and computing.
These prints will hang in
the department. Among
these were portraits of
famous women in math-

ematics and computing,
including Sonia Ko-
valevsky, Sophie Ger-
maine and Maria Agnesi.
The first of these, pre-
sented by Dr. Gonzalez,
was a print featuring
Hypatia, considered the
first female mathemati-
cian who was brutally
stoned to death as her
mathematical teachings
were considered heresy.
Dr. Shweta Jain
(Dept. of Mathematics
and Computer Science),
herself a computer scien-
tist, presented a portrait
of Ada Byron of Love-
lace, considered the first
computer programmer.
Dr. Jain was also instru-
mental in getting Dr.
Dong to come speak at
York, as the two are col-
laborating on research.
Dr. James Sellers,
Director of Undergradu-
ate Mathematics at Penn
State University, gave
the last talk of the even-

ing after an introduction
by Dr. Rishi Nath (Dept.
of Mathematics and
Computer Science). On
this, his second visit to
York  College, Dr.
Sellers gave a talk titled
“Revisiting What Euler
and the Bernoullis Knew
about Infinite Series”
which was punctuated
with humor and advice.
Over 50 students, fac-
ulty and staff members
attended the event that
ended with a delicious
dinner, laughter, and
good company at San-
gria Restaurant. Sangria
Restaurant, located with-
in walking distance of
York College on Sutphin
Blvd., is no stranger to
Women in Mathematics
and Computing events,
having hosted event par-
ticipants four of the five
years it has been held.

/
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cont.’d from p.3

Labossiere was al-
ways a go-getter.

“When [ came in
2010 I attended a gradu-
ate fair and realized you
can’t learn only in the
classroom,” he ex-
plained. “I saw the di-
versity too.  College
opens your eyes. You
can’t graduate being
close-minded or else
you have just wasted
four years.”

But he has not wasted
a day and has the five-
page CV to prove it.
Labossiere’s curriculum
vitae lists peer-reviewed
conference presenta-
tions, leadership experi-
ences and research with
his mentor, Dr. Nicholas
Grosskopf, as well as
with Dr. Susan Letteney.

Grosskopf has been
“that connection” for
Labossiere.

“In the summer of
2012 Stephane was cho-
sen as an undergraduate
research fellow with the
Collaborative Research
Group on Health Policy
& Promotion, a group
that I co-direct with Dr.
Susan Letteney of Social
Sciences,” said
Grosskopf. “During the
course of the fellowship
Stephane was exposed

\_

to foundational concepts
in the research process
and worked with us on
several projects prioritiz-
ing underserved popula-
tions and prevalent
health disparities in New
York City (e.g., the in-
creasingly high HIV in-
cidence rates of young
men who have sex with
men [YMSM] of col-
or).”

Dr. Grosskopf added
that the work culminated
in a peer-reviewed panel
presentation at the 5th
Annual Health Dispari-
ties  Conference  at
Teachers College, Co-
lumbia University last
year.

“Stephane is an
emerging  independent
researcher and 1 look
forward to his continued
mentorship in a graduate
program where he will
be able to fine-tune his
skill set and construct

his own independent
research agenda,” said
Grosskopf.

For Labossiere, his
mentor has made all the
difference.

“If it weren’t for his
help I wouldn’t have
succeeded in the ways
that 1 have, as a first
generation student,” said

Labossiere, whose par-
ents now live in Florida.

He is also thankful
for the study-abroad ex-
posure, which included a
trip to the Great Wall.

“The trip to China
was the highlight of my
college experience,”
Labossiere noted. “In
addition to studying
Mandarin, 1 visited five
cities and examined the
public health system
there.

A founding member
and first president and of
Eta Sigma Gamma Epsi-
lon Lambda at CUNY, a
national society for stu-
dents majoring in health
education and promo-
tion, Labossiere is now
seeking a summer in-
ternship before applying
to graduate schools,
which will include Co-
lumbia University, his
mentor’s alma mater.

“The Executive Com-
mittee felt you are par-
ticularly worthy of the
Vivian Drenckhahn
Scholarship Award,”
SOPHE told him in their
notification letter.

Indeed!

YO RK College

Page 9

When I came
to York I at-
tended a grad-
uate fair and
realized you
can’t learn on-
ly in the class-
room. College
opens your
eyes. You
can’t graduate
being close-
minded or else
you have just
wasted four
years.

Dr. Nicholas Grosskopf
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Dr. Charles Coleman

Dr. Samuel Hux
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Honoring the retirement of Professors
Hux and Coleman

by Howard Ruttenberg

The two distinguished
faculty whom we are
honoring on the occasion
of their retirement are
two of the four Faculty
Convocation speakers in
the new tradition created
by former provost Ive-
law Griffith. All four so
far honored are faculty
in the humanities. This
is no doubt a reminder to
choose someone from
the social or natural sci-
ences next time and is
also explainable to some
extent by the fact that
distinguished faculty in
those areas retired before
Ivelaw had his bright
idea and the remaining
elders were largely in the
humanities. But there is
a deeper significance
made evident by their
speeches.

Sam Hux’s speech
was about conversation
and retirement. He said
that he had not yet re-
tired, not because of
teaching, service, or re-
search, but because of
conversation. He char-
acterizes conversation as
communication that is
not goal-directed or nar-
row in its scope. He fan-
cies it the way to get to
know oneself, to live the
life of the mind, and to

interpret technical com-
munications by finding
their analogies in other
areas of interest and to
life in general. He gives
such conversation the
Spanish name, tertullia,
praising the tertullia that
he has participated in at
York College along with

a rhetorician, literary
scholar, philosopher,
musicologist, social

worker, geologist, nurse,
historian, and sexologist.
The Romans gave it the
name humanitas, or hu-
manity defined by its
highest  achievements,
and thus inclusive of all
the arts and sciences.
Chuck Coleman enti-
tled his speech, “I am a
teacher.” After quoting
from Ralph Ellison’s
Invisible Man, and com-
menting on the paradoxi-
cal brilliance of humani-
ty who cannot learn to
respect each other, he
depicts the teacher as an
‘invisible man’ who is
disrespected and ignored
despite his love of learn-
ing and wish to share it.
In the rest of his talk he
pays homage to his stu-
dents who have written
about experiments in
segregation and desegre-
gation and then shares

with us a view of the
earth as mother and her
children. The perspec-
tive again is humanity
and all its achievements
and the vital task of
learning to appreciate
them, i.e. each other.

If education can be
general with respect to
what and who is studied
and by what methods
and by whom, then Hux
may be said to place his
emphasis more on the
what is studied and
Coleman more on the
who is included in the
great conversation. But
the two are inherently
linked. Hux thrilled his
students by including
them in the tradition and
Coleman helped teach
them, and us, that the
tradition  has  many
strands. If education is
to continue to teach not
only the means by which
given values are to be
achieved, but also reflec-
tion on how values de-
fine our humanity, we
must recognize the role
of intelligence and study
in the understanding of
ultimate values. And we
must replace these good

men.
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York College Wins 2014 CUNYAC
Men’s Basketball Championship

The York College
men’s basketball team
upset the top-seeded
College of Staten Island,
87-84, in a thrilling
matchup to win the 2014
CUNY Athletic Confer-
ence Men’s Basketball
Championship on the
campus of City College
Friday Night.

With the win, York
now receives an auto-
matic berth into the
NCAA Division III
Tournament. The seed-
ings will be announced
on Monday.

Michael Woods, the
CUNYAC Player of the
Year, was the best play-
er on the court this even-
ing as well, as he scored
a game-high 36 points to
go along with four as-
sists, four steals and two
blocks. He also came up
big in the final minute of
play, forcing a steal on
the Dolphins final pos-
session and hitting a pair
of free throws to secure
the victory. He was
named the CUNYAC
Tournament MVP for
his outstanding effort.

“Woods had the per-
formance we needed
him to have today,” said
head coach Ronald St.
John

York, who was the #2
seed in the tournament,

@ off to a fast start,

x*
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The victorious York team with President Keizs (second from

right, standing) and VP Student Development Walker-

Johnson (right, standing)

scoring the game’s first
eight points on the
strength of  three-
pointers by Omar St.
John (Jamaica, NY/
Martin Van Buren) and
Donald Rodriguez
(Brooklyn, NY/ Franklin
K. Lane). In addition,
Staten’s Island
CUNYAC All-Star Jon-
athan Chadwick-Myers
got into early foul trou-
ble, picking up two fouls
in the opening two
minutes, helping the
Cardinals cause.

After Staten Island
scored the next five
points, Woods scored 12
points to spark the Car-
dinals to a 14-0 run,
which gave them a 22-5
advantage with 13:59
left in the first half.
Woods connected on a
set of three-pointers, one
of which resulted in a

four-point play.

Staten Island settled
down a bit though and
got back into the game,
thank in large part to
Will  Fonseca, who
scored eight points in a
five-minute span, to cut
the deficit to 25-15. The
Cardinals also saw one
of its top players, center
Jaron Williams (Bronx,
NY/ Newburgh Free),
get into foul trouble, and
Staten Island used the
advantage in the post to
cut into the deficit.

Staten Island then
began to slowly chip
into the York lead and
trailed by just six points
(31-25) after a Javon
Cox lay-up with 6:30
left in the half. The two
teams went back and
forth from there, but the
Dolphins closed the half

cont.’d on p.12
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York’s Michael Woods

in action
N
oo
\’x\kc,OWEGE
O

cont.’d from p.11

strong and cut the deficit
to 40-36 at halftime.

Staten Island contin-
ued their resurgence
coming out of the locker
room and rallied to take
the lead in the opening
minutes of the second
half. An 11-6 stretch put
them up 47-46 with
16:40 to go. But as has
been the case all year for
York, it was Woods and
St. John who helped
York get back on track.
Woods responded with a
pair of buckets before
setting up St. John on a
pair of fast break points
on the following two
possessions—giving
York a 54-47 advantage
with 14:35 left.

The two teams con-
tinued to go back and
forth in an contest full of
fast-paced action. A few
minutes later a pair of
Bloochy Magliore
three’s put the Dolphins
up 66-65, with just over
nine minutes left. After
York evened up the
score, Magliore connc-
ted on another three, giv-
ing the Dolphins a 72-69
advantage with 7:15 to
go.

But in a key turning
point of the game, with
CSI gaining momentum,
Rodriguez put York
back on top again when
he drained a couple
three’s of his own, fol-
lowing a media timeout,
giving York a 75-73 lead
with 6:55 to go.

“That was truly the
turning point of the
game,” added St. John.
“When he hit those two
threes that’s when we
started to settle down.”

With 3:42 to play and
York still nursing a nar-
row lead, Williams
picked up his fifth foul,
leaving the Cardinals
vulnerable down low
again. A few minutes
later, backup point guard
Justin Garvin fouled out
as well. York was al-
ready missing starting
point guard Du’Quan
Lawson, who checked
out of the game earlier
due to an injury.

The Dolphins took
advantage of the short-
handed Cardinals, as a
Frankie Schettino three-
pointer put CSI up 84-83
with just 1:30 to go. But
Woods came back on the
next possesion to put
York back in front by
one.
On the next CSI pos-
sesion, the Cardinals
forced a turnover and
had a chance to extend
the lead. They tried to
run the clock down as
much as possible but
they let too much time
run down and were
called for a shot-clock
violation. This left the
Dolphins with a shot at
one final possesion with
17 seconds left. On the
possesion, Woods forced
a steal and then was
fouled with just four sec-

~

onds left. Woods then
drained both shots to put
York up by three.

On the final play of
the game , CSI turned
the ball over again and
York ran out the clock
for the win.

St. John, who was
named to the CUNYAC
Tournament All-Star
team, finished with 24
points and Donald Ro-
driguez added 11. Jaron
Williams added nine
points and ten boards
despite being limited to
just 20 minutes. Staten
Island (25-4) got 23
points from Javon Cox
and 21 points and 10
boards from Fonseca.

The Dolphins saw its
24-game  win  streak
snapped with the loss.
The defeat also ends
their two-year reign as
CUNYAC Champs.
However, the #18 ranked
Dolphins still have a
good shot of earning an
at-large bid to the
NCAA Tournament.

The game, which was
broadcast live on ESPN
3, definitely made for
great television. “We
knew it was gonna be a
battle and we battled to
the end. I’'m so proud of
these guys. From day
one we made this our
commitment and we ac-
complished it. You
couldn’t ask for a better
game to showcase the
conference and Division

I11,” added St. John /
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sent our findings at the
upcoming York Under-
graduate Research Day
and also at the Geologi-
cal Society of America’s
Annual Meeting to be
held in Vancouver, Brit-
ish Columbia, Canada in
October 2014.

I also enjoyed the
dance class, where 1
learned the basics of
Salsa, Bachata, Meren-
gue, Cumbia and
Chachacha.

Overall, 1 greatly
beenfited from my study
abroad experience. It
served to confirm my
career interest in work-
ing overseas on environ-
mental issues. It was a
great opportunity to ex-
change ideas and per-
spectives with  Costa
Ricans and also my
peers who were from all
corners of the US. I was
the only CUNY student,
and interestingly I was

New Book Publication

Dr. Michael O. Sharpe (Assistant Professor, Department of
Behavioral Sciences, School of Arts & Sciences) recently pub-
lished his new book Postcolonial Citizens and Ethnic Migra-
tion: The Netherlands and Japan in the Age of Globaliza-
tion with Palgrave Macmillan (Houndmills, UK).

Congratulations!

\_

also the only student
from the tri-state area.
My peers were from
University of Nevada,
University of lowa, Cal-
ifornia Polytechnic State
University, Goucher
College, University of
Massachusetts, Central
Washington University,
University of Delaware,
and University of Mary-
land.

I am thankful to the
York College Student
Activities, and also a
Study/Travel Opportuni-
ties for CUNY Students
(STOCS) grant for
providing financial sup-
port for my study abroad
program. I would
strongly recommend
study abroad programs
to all York students. It
provides fantastic oppor-
tunities for personal
growth, intercultural
development, and multi-
lingual benefits. Partici-

pating in study abroad
can help students ac-
quire skill-sets abroad
that can help influence
their career path and
spark an interest in a
career direction to pur-
sue after the study
abroad experience.

Dr. Khandaker previ-
ously supervised two
geology students, in-
cluding Shirley Jackson
(geology graduate 2013)
and Jonelle  Brown
(geology senior) and
both of them brought
back a wealth of hands-
on, field-oriented, and
up-to-the minute infor-
mation which couldn’t
have been achievable
through a traditional
classroom setting.
Through study abroad
our students can be out
there to be part of the
current theme embody-
ing globalization of geo-
sciences.

Page 13
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The panel addressed a sizea-
ble and very interested audi-
ence

cont.’d from p.1

his expertise to organize
an appropriate event for
a feasible date. In the
meantime, Dr. Jean
Phelps, director of Stu-
dent Activities pulled
together a quick display
of Mandela posters and
quotes in the atrium of
the Academic Core
Building to commemo-
rate the former South
African president in the
aftermath of his death.

Dr. Daniels and a
committee decided to
make the formal celebra-
tion a Black History
Month event. On Febru-
ary 25, Daniels and a
panel of York College
faculty and students
gathered in the atrium to
discuss, “The Life and
Legacy of Nelson Man-
dela.”

Ably moderated by
Dr. Daniels, the conver-
sation engaged the audi-
ence of nearly 200 at-
tendees, as they dis-
cussed the significance
of Mandela’s role in the
Anti-Apartheid Move-
ment and beyond.

For perspective, the
discussion was preceded
by a viewing of the 1973
documentary, “Last
Grave at Dimbaza,”
which details some of
the injustice of the apart-
heid system.

To add a sense of cul-
tural authenticity, there
was also a dance perfor-
mance by members of
the African Students As-

sociation; and African
cuisine for the Iunch-
time event.

Dr. Daniels, a politi-
cal scientist, reminded
the audience that Man-
dela, an attorney by
training, was no peasant
agitator.

“Mandela was born
into privilege,” said
Daniels. “He was a son
of royalty. He was not
uneducated, but highly
educated. The revolu-
tion was run by people
who were highly educat-
ed.”

Daniels added that
the members of the Afri-
can National Congress
(ANC) of which Man-
dela was a leader, and
their fight for justice,
was supported by
“radical Jews.” He also
invoked the names of
Americans such as Ran-
dall Robinson, Esq.,
founder of the TransAf-
rica Forum; Congres-
sional Delegate Eleanor
Holmes Norton as im-
portant leaders in the
Anti-Apartheid move-
ment in the 1970s and
1980s. They were loud
voices in the “Free Man-
dela” movement.

The impressive panel
comprised of Chief Li-
brarian Njoki Kinyatti,

Dr.  George  White
(History and Philosophy)
Dr. Mychel Namphy

(English) and students,
Bineta Diop (African
Students Association

~

President) and Assietou
Atchiba (Senator).

“Nelson Mandela
taught me that when you
see someone in a posi-
tion of oppression you
have to get involved,”
said Diop. “The craziest
part to me is Africans are
born in Africa and they
took away your citizen-
ship and you have to
apply?!  Whether (the
oppression) is happening
to you or to someone
else, don’t just sit back
and watch it happen.”

For Atchiba, who was
six years old at the time
of Mandela’s release
from prison in 1990, it
took coming to the Unit-
ed States to realize the
full impact of who this
architect of her country’s
eventual freedom was.

“I didn’t pay any at-
tention to him,” she said.
“But when I got to the
United States in 2005, 1
was inspired by him and
I am majoring in Politi-
cal Science because of
him.”

Professor ~ Namphy,
who thanked the dancers
for “getting us off on the
good foot,” explained
the significance of Man-
dela while an undergrad-
uate at Columbia Uni-
versity in the 1980s.

“Mandela’s effect on
me really started at that
time,” said Namphy,
who specializes in Afri-
can American Literature,

cont.’d on y
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Native American Litera-
ture and Autobiography.
“I was fortunate that at
an early age I could
study Mandela’s life.
Men who take great risks
often suffer great conse-
quences. Mandela in-
corporated sacrifice into
his life. He was some-
body who took on the
white racist regime. So
the thing 1 would en-
courage you to do is find
your inner Mandela.”

Professor White simi-
larly recalled his ‘80s-
era undergraduate activ-
ism at Southern Method-
ist University in Texas,
carrying “Free Mandela”
posters on his conserva-
tive college campus that
was “a campus inverse
of York” ethnically.

“It was the im-
portance of language,”
said White, whose schol-
arly expertise includes
United States diplomatic
history, with an empha-
sis on policy toward Af-
rica; African-American
history, Modern African
history, Public history.
“In a conservative col-
lege we would be asked
if we are supporting a
terrorist.”

White also recalled
the importance of later
figures such as Steve
Biko to South African

youth activism while
Mandela was impris-
oned.

But for those who

Qy only have known

| A

L.r.:

Panel members Prof. Njoki Kinyatti, Dr. George

White, Dr. Mychel Namphy, student representatives Bineta
Diop and Assietou Atchiba, and Dr. Daniels

the post-jail Mandela as
the peaceful compromis-
er who brought South
Africa into the modern
age, White, Daniels and
Namphy reminded the
audience that while he
was an absolute propo-
nent of peaceful protest,
he was by no means a
one-dimensional protes-
tor. They made it known
that he knew when to be
forceful and when to use
diplomatic tactics.

“Mandela maintained
a revolutionary voice,”
said White.

Professor Kinyatti, a
native of Kenya, added
that the struggle for the
African continent contin-
ues despite strides made
in Southern Africa.

“What happens in
South Africa is the same
as everywhere else,” said
Kinyatti. “Africa is still
struggling to become.
The struggle for Africa
continues.”

The abolition of

Apartheid in South Afri-
ca is by no means the
end of all oppression in
the region, according to
the panelists.

One environmental
example mentioned re-
lates to South Africa’s
mining industry. Thus,
the mining companies
once owned by whites
were in theory turned
over to blacks, who now
have financial responsi-
bility for the damage
done by the colonizers.
The people are also get-
ting sick from the envi-
ronmental damage.

In many ways, things
in South Africa are not
what the ANC Charter
envisioned. Nonethe-
less, the importance of
Mandela cannot be over-
stated.

“Long live Mandela,”
Daniels chanted with the
audience at the end.
Long live Mandela!
Long live Mandela!”
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Education
is the most
powerful
weapon
which you
can use to
change the
world.

Nelson Mandela
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N X
Professor Haller during her
presentation

cont.’d from p.2

lish Department, also
expressed delight in the
success of the initiative
after initial trepidation.

“It seems to me that
those involved in it may
remember some feelings
we went through,” said
Professor Haller. “I
have to admit I was a
little skeptical. We were
in the middle of Path-
ways and CUNYfirst, so
I was a little concerned it
might get short-shrifted
in the midst of more ur-
gent [matters]. The nice
thing was that there was
institutional support.”

For Dr. Horsham-
Brathwaite, FoE was a
premium opportunity for
collaboration across the
college.

“Sometimes we oper-
ate in silos and don’t
know what others are
doing,” said Dr. Hors-
ham-Brathwaite, director
of the Counseling Of-
fice. “A key component
of the FoE process is to
support collaboration
across the college’s divi-
sions. QGreat strides have
already been made in
this area. [ think from a
systems perspective this
collaboration will allow
for greater awareness of
the opportunities the col-
lege has for students.
But there are more
changes to bloom.”

According to Hors-
ham-Brathwaite, those
changes  waiting to

bloom include the for-
mation of a committee
that represents faculty,
staff and administrators

“As part of our main
task we will create a

plan for implementing
the recommendations
from the FoE self-
study,” said Horsham-
Brathwaite. “A timeline
has yet to be developed,
however it is of note that
some of the recommen-
dations from FoE
matched initiatives that
were in progress and
have since been imple-
mented. We now have a
new advising model,
which was a key recom-
mendation and we have
rolled out the Cardinal
Pulse early alert system
which allows us to pro-
vide outreach to stu-
dents.”

Horsham-Brathwaite
added that an implemen-
tation committee will
identify departments and
committees “that are
best suited to implement
the recommendations
and present the proposal
to the administration.”

She also enjoyed the
celebration.

“I thought it was

~

8 President Keizs wel-
comed the audience
and used the oppor-
tunity to speak about
further improving
York

great,” said Horsham-
Brathwaite. “Attendees
commented that they

enjoyed the event. It
was an opportunity to
acknowledge all of the
work that went into the
FoE self-study and the
faculty, staff and stu-
dents who participated. I
was pleased to hear that
the students who partici-
pated in the FoE dimen-
sion committees also
appreciated collaborating
with faculty and staff
and having an opportuni-
ty to have their voices
heard. The celebration
was an opportunity for
us to come together and
celebrate what makes
York a unique and spe-
cial place and to work
together to think critical-
ly about the changes that
will take us to the next
level.”

The certificates of
appreciation signed by
President Keizs, Provost
Panayiotis Meleties, and
Dr. Geneva Walker-
Johnson, Vice President
for Student Develop-
ment, were well received
by recipients as recogni-
tion for their service to
the college.
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cont.’d from p.1

Board.”

President Keizs also
encouraged the college
community to get famil-
iar with the Charter Re-
vision on the college’s
homepage; and she reit-
erated her commitment
and need for the continu-
al need for improved
“customer service” for
students.

“Some things hold us

back, however” said
Keizs.

Vice President
Ronald C. Thomas

(Administrative Affairs)
brought good news in his
report.

“We will end the fis-
cal year with a small
surplus,” said Thomas.
“It is a small surplus, but
we have been able to fill
some positions and we
will be posting 13 new
positions this fiscal year.
Undergirding all this is
enrollment. There has
been a small decrease in

)
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enrollment; but we are in
good shape with respect
to the budget.”

Thomas also dis-
cussed the Governor’s
Start-Up NY intiative,
for which York is
CUNY’s designated sen-
ior college site in
Queens. The college is
now awaiting formal
acceptance into the pro-
gram from the state.
Start-Up NY proposes to
designate the areas on
and around some SUNY
and CUNY colleges as
tax-free zones to attract
new or existing busi-
nesses with college re-
sources of land, facilities
and faculty expertise for
research and develop-
ment as  incentive.
York’s Site 9, would be
made available for this
program.

There were strategic
topics of discussions as
well.  President Keizs
and the Academic Af-

-
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fairs team discussed ac-
creditation — Occupa-
tional Therapy, Nursing,
Clinical Laboratory Sci-
ence, Physician Assis-
tant, Nursing, Social
Work, Teacher Educa-
tion — and assessment
work and the necessity
for ongoing preparation
for external accredita-
tion.

Dr. Donna Chirico,
Acting Dean of the
School of Arts and Sci-
ences, spoke of the ne-
cessity of streamlining
and accessibility to what
the college and the ad-
ministrative departments
do with regards to as-
sessments and their out-
comes.

“The point is, we
have to know what we’re
doing, who’s doing it
and where in the College
it is taking place,” said
Chirico. “We must have
it completed and it must
be able to be assessed.”
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Director of Counseling,

Dr. Cicely Horsham-
Brathwaite, during her
presentation at the Sym-
posium

Chinese University
delegation visits York

During a recent visit to York Col-
lege, Mr. Likui Zhang, President,
Zhengzhou Institute of Aeronauti-
cal Industry Management present-

ed a memento to President Keizs.
SCHOOL

OF

HEALTH
AND
A+TORAL

CILACES

Seen in the picture (L.-r.) are: Dean
of Business & Information Systems
Dr. Alfred Ntoko, President Marcia
- . V. Keizs, Likui Zhang, and Dr.

L Chun-Pin Hsu, Director of the
CUNY Aviation Institute at York

College /
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